YOUNG SCHOLARS
PROGRAMME
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
JUNE 14 –18, 2021

The Young Scholars Programme (YSP) at Ashoka
University is a unique pre-college programme which
introduces high-school students to a liberal arts
education. It is a certified 5-day online programme
where students get a chance to explore 10
different disciplines through experiential and
hands-on learning. The programme includes a
range of activities including lectures, workshops,
discussion groups, project-work, presentations
and performances.
This programme is for talented high-school
students who are studying in Classes 9 to 12
in June 2021. With its unique interdisciplinary
coursework taught by world-class faculty, this
programme is an excellent introduction to the
academic and cultural environment of college life
at Ashoka University.
Dates: June 14  – 18, 2021
Location: Online
Open to classes 9  – 12

The Young Scholars Programme
at Ashoka University offers:
• Thought-provoking workshops
• Highly stimulating interdisciplinary sessions
• Rigorous interactive educational model
• Immersive experience beyond
the classroom
• Valuable networking
with Ashoka students
• Enriching peer to
peer interactions

Programme Highlights
• Interactive classes on a
range of academic disciplines
like Economics, International
Relations, History, Mathematics,
Physics, Psychology, Law and
Society and more.
• Classes taught by eminent
faculty including academics and
thought-leaders from Ashoka
University who have worked with
some of the best universities and
organizations across the world
and set the absolute bar in their
respective fields.

• Unique interdisciplinary
pedagogical tools employed by
faculty. For example, in a session
on History, the story of Mowgli
is used to make the white man’s
burden and colonialism accessible
in an elegant nuanced mode.
• Workshops designed to enhance
experiential learning to develop
innovative thinkers and creative
problem solvers. Hands-on
sessions on design thinking, game
theory and computations have
been offered at YSP in the past.
• Communication classes to help
develop academic writing as well
as presentation skills.

• Discussion sessions using the
Socratic Method, where students
are expected to ask questions,
think critically, debate varied
perspectives and build arguments.
• Networking opportunities to
allow participants to meet Ashoka
Founders, distinguished scholars
and practitioners in a wide range
of fields, including public service,
innovation and entrepreneurship.
• Online social events which will
provide ample opportunity to
network with motivated peers and
make lifelong friends.

About Ashoka University
Ashoka is India’s
premier liberal arts
university located
in the National
Capital region. It brings the best
contemporary values and practices
in higher education, in the tradition
of the world’s leading universities, to
India. Ashoka is preparing students
to be critical thinkers and ethical
leaders in an increasingly diverse
world by laying a strong emphasis on
multidisciplinary learning, development
of skills and leadership attributes for
the 21st century. By drawing from
the best global educational practices,
Ashoka evokes conversations between
disciplines that are generating new
ideas and research.

A sampling of faculty at YSP

“I think the YSP is a great
programme for school kids
because there is nothing like
this in India; it gives high
school children in India
a first exposure to what a
great liberal arts education
is really about. I think it
will be transformational for
students who come for the
programme.”
Pramath Raj Sinha
Founder of Ashoka University

Now in its sixth year, the Young Scholars Programme (YSP) successfully prepares
high-school students for university. The student cohort is diverse with a good
blend of regional, local and international participants.
To know more about the previous YSP programmes, follow us on social media:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ashokaysp/
Instagram: ysp_ashokauniversity
Please direct any questions to youngscholars@ashoka.edu.in

“YSP was a life changing opportunity
for me. Until the summer programme,
I didn’t know what a liberal arts
education meant. For me, it opened up
many doors in terms of what I wanted to
do and who I envisioned myself to be. ”

“Writing is one of the things I felt was
a burden in my life that just had to be
carried along. The writing workshops
(at YSP) changed my perception,
I could do wonderful things while
writing if I WANT to.
I discovered that I can write.”

Sanjay Sudarsan
YSP 2018, now an
undergraduate at Ashoka

Ishaan Varior
Grade 9, Neev Academy

“YSP has made me rethink everything I have
learned in my twelve years of schooling. After each
session, I wanted to learn more about what was
discussed … It was a lifetime experience!”
Amrita Singh
Class 12, Army Public School

Structure and Schedule
of the Programme

A typical day at YSP begins with
students logging in the morning
for academic sessions. Students
are in 3 sessions before lunch,
with a snack break in between.
The day continues with writing
sessions, workshops, guest
speaker series and more. Students
are given a transition time of
at least 15 minutes between

each session. In the evening,
students are invited to be part
of an optional Unwind session
offering an opportunity to
network with their peers and
Ashoka UG students in a more
informal setting. The final
schedule will be shared with
participants of YSP closer to
the programme.

Apply
High-school students from all over India are eligible to
apply! Students should be in Class 9 to 12 while they
are attending the programme in June 2021.
Students who are applying for the programme
will need to fill an application form giving
high-school marks and submit an essay. They
should demonstrate intellectual curiosity and
have the ability to explore ideas.
This is an online programme.
Dates: 14 to 18 June, 2021
Application Fee: INR 500/Programme Fee: INR 25,000/- (inclusive of taxes)
For information please visit: https://www.ashoka.edu.in/ysp
Find online application here: highschool.ashoka.edu.in
Email: youngscholars@ashoka.edu.in
Phones: +91-7496967701, 91-7496967702

“The topics were so relevant and
diverse that they kept him super
excited. I am sure (the experience) will
help my son Vehaan to transform into
a better and more informed individual.
So overall I would give it a 10/10.”

“The integrated nature of classroom
sessions (at YSP) – not confined to
disciplines but an eclectic mix – is
required at (this) age. From democracy
to Shakespeare … patterns are already
forming in Rohan’s mind!”

Parent of YSP student

Parent of YSP student
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