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Joint Statement

The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Ashoka
University express deep regret at the recent events surrounding the resignations of Prof. Pratap
Bhanu Mehta and Prof. Arvind Subramanian who have been extraordinary colleagues and
faculty members at Ashoka University.

The University has been privileged to have been led, guided and counselled by Pratap first as
Vice Chancellor and then as senior faculty. He has worked closely with the faculty and founders
over the years to take the University into a position of being rightly acknowledged as a great
centre of learning, teaching and research.

Arvind brought eminence, stature, fresh ideas and energy to the University. He is one of the
premier thinkers about the Indian and the global economy. He leaves a void that will be hard to
fill.

We acknowledge that there have been some lapses in institutional processes which we will work
to rectify in consultation with all stakeholders. This will reaffirm our commitment to academic
autonomy and freedom which have always been at the core of the Ashoka University ideals.

Pratap and Arvind would like to emphasize that Ashoka University is one of the most important
projects in Indian higher education. They are sad to be leaving Ashoka, especially its
outstanding students and faculty. They continue to believe strongly that Ashoka University
should embody a liberal vision and commitment to academic freedom and autonomy. And they
remain lifelong friends and well-wishers of the institution and are committed to its success
wherever they are.

They remain available for advice and consultation to the University in the future.
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