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Dunu Roy

A leading social activist, political ecologist, social scientist, and Director of the
Hazards Centre, New Delhi, Anubrotto Kumar (Dunu) Roy received his early
education at Montessori and Doon School, Dehradun and obtained B.Tech
(1967) and M.Tech. (1969) degrees in Chemical Engineering from IIT
Bombay. He worked for over four decades in both rural and urban scenarios on
land and water management, secure settlements, safe work, environmental
planning, leadership training, and pollution control.

Dunu Roy gave up his career as a Chemical Engineer and joined FREA (Front
for Rapid Economic Advancement) on a meagre salary with an objective to set
up a strong institution that would provide professional assistance to aspiring
entrepreneurs. He was associated with FREA for four years and worked with
Gandhian organizations, various institutions and independent groups spread
over fourteen locations.

In 1975, Dunu Roy along with like-minded friends, started an experiment
named Kaam aur Kamai in Shahdol district of Madhya Pradesh and performed
significant social work while earning a living within the community. The
outcome was the Vidushak Karkhana, a small workshop to repair rural
machinery. The Vidushak Karkhana slowly evolved into the Shahdol
Group, focussing on Environmental Planning and Environmental Education.
The Shahdol Group became a centre attracting students, academics, activists,
journalists not only from India but also from all over the world.

After being associated with Shahdol group for two decades, Dunu Roy moved
to Delhi in mid 1990s. He joined the World Wide Fund for Nature, New Delhi
and created a cell to monitor the effects of pollution. In 1997, Dunu Roy
established Hazards Centre at New Delhi, a research group for the specific
purpose of providing professional services to community and labour
organisations in identifying, understanding, and combating the hazards that
beset them. The organisation assists urban and rural communities in research
and action programs related to shelter, livelihood, services, governance, etc.



Dunu Roy served as the Dean of Research at the People Science Institute,
Dehradun. He is also a consultant to various agencies in the private and public
sector on resource management, environment, biodiversity and disaster
preparedness in several states of India.

For his outstanding work in spreading environmental awareness and rural
development, he received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from IIT Bombay
in the years 1975 and 2000. The Satyendra K. Dubey Memorial award was also
conferred upon him by IIT Kanpur in 2008.

In 2013, Dunu Roy was engaged by the World Bank for inspection of the 444
MW Vishnugad-Pipalkoti hydro-electric project in Uttarakhand and its
ecological and human concerns.

Dunu Roy has contributed various articles to the print and electronic media on
environmental issues, social development, science and society, labour law,
housing, etc. Some of his publications include Vampanth Mein Roti Aur Beti Ka
Sawaal, and Communist Party Aur Samuh.

https://hi-in.facebook.com/ColloquiumNsit/photos/a.437093376358555/474325529302006/?type=3&eid=ARCR_AVHdeGb-X1ZPof1H3t-WCYeQBoUoVn36h4QKYYf1_sgLAruZAL6DB_CA6MbRJiZnkfrUVKo4c4-&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBrRYrpg5rYzpCdBRiTFv8u9HeHyFgyNxvUbydoDnKhUXLzAPI2fnfQwHOQc4kWWHJiKLmoFLkDeQsf6zA99O_cHtSAZ513RBYGgnusWpqFmQUtyqcREVdEVX3dMmqhIE3Mdw0unc2j3EHlmcIkW8OPyCu3nHQqDEz-pajmC2F4h4sqlNa_7gwnpwfkyIM37M7quR9E0m0eXbxD0MV0j62ANUUifOsHmEkKEsf0QdWU32QqD7xir_bVBzOzlAZbRTTEYKekB3V9H6obAzI0qKHTDaNEynabfMwKQ5YWD_SKE7hcpLUQe7e3tfmOQ0ePcR8&__tn__=EHH-R
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I. SUBJECT FILES 1976-1983

S.No. Description Period No. of
Pages

Remarks

1 2 3 4 5

 Activities of Shahdol Group/ Vidushak
Karkhana, Madhya Pradesh

1. ‘Shahdol Kshetra Ki Ek Samiksha’ – A Review
of Shahdol district by Hanuman Prasad

[1976] 8 Typed copy/
Hindi

2. Papers relating to various development
programmes conducted by the Shahdol Group
of Madhya Pradesh on Environmental
Planning Concepts, Background, and Proposals

July 1976 25 Typed copy/
English

3. ‘Mulyankan Ki Padhatti’ – A note on
methodology of evaluation for Shahdol Group

1978 4 Typed copy/
Hindi

4. A paper prepared by Dunu Roy on
‘Development, Planning and Technology:
Some alternatives for the Indian case’ for
Shahdol Group

December
1976-
January
1977

7+13 Typed copies/
Hindi, and
English
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5. A paper prepared by Shahdol Group on
Environmental Planning: Conflict Resolution’
for discussions within a wider group

August
1980

6 Typed copy/
English

6. A paper on ‘People Planning and Science in
Shahdol’ presented by the Shahdol Group at
All India Convention of People’s Science
Movements, Trivandrum, 9 & 10 February
1983

1983 7 Typed copy/
English

7. Papers relating to Second Workshop of
Sthaniya Jan Itihas (Local History Project)
organised by Shahdol Group at its Vidushak
Karkhana, Anuppur, Madhya Pradesh, 27-29
September 1983. Includes report of the
Workshop, and a paper prepared by Dunu Roy
under Local History Project on “Baghelkhand,
Some Aspects of Local History”

15
November
1983

39+17+30 Typed copies/
Hindi, and
English

8. Papers relating to a study on the environmental
impact of mining in Madhya Pradesh by
Shahdol Group for the Environmental Services
Group, WWF

Undated 50 Typed copy/
English

9. A note on relations between the Communist
Party and Left Group, and Vidushak Karkhana
in Shahdol district of Madhya Pradesh

Undated 8 Typed copy/
English
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II. WRITINGS/ARTICLES BY HIM 1979-2007

S.No. Description Period No. of
Pages

Remarks

1 2 3 4 5

a) PhD Synopsis

1. ‘Sustainable Development – A People’s
Perspective: A Case Study of Chhattisgarh’

August
1998

Submitted to
CESP, JNU/
Typed copy/
English

b) Accidents/ Activist and Academic/ Artisan

2. ‘Shibboleths, Shenanigans and Shamans’ 5-12 May
1990

2 Published in
Economic and
Political Weekly/
p.p. 985-86/
English

3. ‘Life Is Cheap’ 27
December
1999

1 Published in
Outlook
magazine/
p. 80/ Photocopy/
English

4. ‘Safety Seen, User Unseen’ – Paper presented
at the SIAM/TRIPP Conference on Safe
Transport Solutions, 4-5 November 2003, New
Delhi

November
2003

5 Typed copy/
English

5. ‘The Ambidextrous Artisan’ Undated 12 Typed copy/
English
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c) Cities/ Communalism and Globalisation/
CNG

6. ‘From Ram to Babar and Beyond’ 9 June 1990 5 Published in
Mainstream/
p.p. 20-24/
Photocopy/
English

7. ‘Conquerors of the golden city’ 2001 1 Photocopy/
English

8. ‘Just a load of gas, Who says the use of CNG
clears a city’s air? Please consider these
facts…’

18 July
2001

2 Published in
The Indian
Express, New
Delhi/
Typed copy/
English

9. ‘Cultural Nationalism and the Global Market’ March 2003 5 Typed copy/
(Draft for
discussion)/
English

10. ‘Cities of the chosen few’ 2007 3 Published in
Civil Society,
(Sept.-Oct. 2007),
4th Anniversary
Issue/ Photocopy/
English
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d) Dams and Displacement/ Delhi

11. ‘The Accountability Principle’ 3
September

1994

4 Typed copy/
English

12. ‘Organising for Safe Livelihoods: Feasible
Options’

30
December
2000

5 Published in
Economic and
Political Weekly/
p.p. 4603-07/
English

13. ‘Plans, Politics and People’ – an article on
Delhi Master Plan 2021

3 March
2007

1 Published in
Tehelka – The
People’s Paper/
Photocopy/ p. 23/
English

e) Earthquake/ Energy/ Environmentalism

14. ‘Energy, Work and Danger’ – Paper for
presentation at the Seminar on “Energy and
Environment’ organised by the Institute for
Cultural Research and Action (ICRA) at
Bangalore from 21 to 24 August 1988

July 1988 16 Typed copy/
English

15. ‘Earthquake Lessons’ February
2001

3 Typed copy/
English

16. ‘Environmentalism and political economy’ August
2002

5 Published in
Seminar, No. 516/
p.p. 65-69/
Photocopy/
English
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17. ‘Emerging Paradigms in Environmental
Conservation and Management’

March 2003 16 Typed copy/
English

18. ‘The Politics of Environment in India’ Undated 21 Typed copy/
English

19. ‘Environment and Politics’ Undated 6 Typed copy/
English

f) Floods

20. ‘Drowning people, killing hope’ June 1999 4 Published in
Seminar, No. 478/
p.p. 42-45
Photocopy/
English

g) General Elections, 1996/ Green

21. ‘And green is the colour of blood’ January
1996

4 Published in
Seminar, No. 437/
p.p. 77-80/
Photocopy/
English

22. ‘People’s Politics: The Third Force?’ June 1996 6 Published in
Lokayan Bulletin/
p.p. 11-16/
English

h) Hope/ Housing

23. ‘Empiricism, Feedback, and Growing Hope’ –
an article written for Aman Ekta Manch

November
2002

6 Typed copy/
English
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24. ‘From home to estate’ January
2004

8 Published in
Seminar, No. 533/
p.p. 68-75/
English

25. ‘City Plans and Housing’ January
2005

4 Typed copy/
English

i) Information

26. ‘Wrong information, right choices?’ July 2005 4 Published in
Seminar, No. 551/
p.p. 55-58/
Photocopy/
English

j) JNNURM (Jawaharlal Nehru National
Urban Renewal Mission)

27. ‘Nehru’s Beatification’ May 2006 7 Published in
BIBLIOmagazine/
Typed copy/
English

k) Labour/ Law

28. ‘The Legal Eye’ December
1990

7 Published in
Economic and
Political Weekly/
p.p. 2646-48 &
2709-12/ English

29. ‘Rights of Child Labour: Ethics, Precaution and
the Nation-State’

February
1996

8 Typed copy/
English
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30. ‘Liberalising labour’ April 1997 6 Published in
Seminar, No. 452/
p.p. 15-20/
Photocopy/
English

31. ‘Labour and Safety: Science, Technology, and
Society’ – Paper presented at the Fifth World
Conference on Injury Prevention and Control,
5-8 March 2000, New Delhi

March 2000 8 Typed copy/
English

l) Narmada Bachao Andolan

32. ‘The victory march into defeat’ – Comments May 1999 4 Published in
Seminar, No. 477/
p.p. 61-64/
Photocopy/
English

m) Planning/ Pollution/ Public Hearing

33. ‘Public Hearings: Improving the Process’ –
Lead Paper presented at Roundtable on
Environment and Development, New Delhi, 20
November 1993

1993 2 Photocopy/
English

34. ‘People and Planning’ – Comment July 2000 5 Published in
Seminar monthly/
Web edition
printout/ English

35. ‘The Black Humour of Pollution: The Case of
Udaipur’

Undated 3 Published in
The WWF India
Quarterly/ p.p. 5-
7/ Photocopy/
English
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n) Railway Budget/ Rivers

36. ‘Rivers: Life, Joy….And Agonised Death’ 1984 26 Typed copy/
English

37. ‘Tracking the Truth’ April 1990 8 Typed copy/
English

o) Science and Society/ Social Development

38. ‘What Is Science For’ October
1979

8 Published in
Science Today/
Typed copy/
English

39. ‘Between Dogma and Debate: The Problems of
communication between Groups and
individuals engaged in Social Development and
Change’ – Paper prepared for Lokayan and the
United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development

January
1982

31 Typed copy/
English

40. ‘Forging Society, being an account of a journey
through ten nations’ – a report submitted to the
American Association for Advancement of
Sciences

September
1982

8 Typed copy/
English

41. ‘Setting Science Free: Environmental Concerns
and the Rural Population’ – a Chapter

1994 20 Published in a
book by V.
Gowariker (ed.)
The Next Billion
Plus, New Delhi/
p.p. 176-195/
Photocopy/
English
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p) Technology and Development/ Tribal
Movement

42. ‘Vision of Development: The technological fix’
– a brief review

March 1990 4 Typed copy/
English

43. ‘Is “development” denying available food to
people?’

14 April
1990

3+1 Published in
The Times of
India/Typed copy
(photocopy of
press clipping is
also there)/
English

44. ‘The Future of Tribal Movements’ August
1997

4 Typed copy/
English

q) Vehicles/ Voluntarism

45. ‘Voluntarism: Who Pays the Piper? Who Calls
the Tune?’ – an article on the occasion of All
Fool’s Day

2001 2 Typed copy/
English

46. ‘The Season of Unreason’ 31 August
2002

1 Published in
Economic and
Political Weekly/
p. 3586/
Photocopy/
English
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III. ARTICLES BY OTHERS 1989

S.No. Description Period No. of
Pages

Remarks

1 2 3 4 5

1. ‘Literacy – An Irreverent View’ – an article by
Lalita Ramdas

October
1989

3 Photocopy/
English

2. ‘Speaking Bodies, Speaking Minds: Animals,
Language, History’ – an article by Susan
Pearson, Department of History, Northwestern
University

Undated 22 Typed copy/
English
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