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Department of Economics, Ashoka University  Phone: +919871481684 

Office No. 810, AC04,      Personal Website 
Ashoka University, Sonepat, India    Ashoka University Faculty Profile 
   

 

RESEARCH FIELDS 

 Health Economics, Labor Economics, Development Economics. 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE/ACADEMICAFFILIATION 

 Assistant Professor, Economics, Ashoka University (August 2015-present) 

 Fellow, Global Labor Organization (2018-) 

 Evaluation Specialist, International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) March-July 2015  

 Fred H. Bixby Postdoctoral Fellow, Population Council, July 2013- Feb 2015 

 Ph.D. in Economics, University of California, Riverside, 2013 

  

SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

 

• Unintended consequences of Indian groundwater preservation law on crop residue burning 

(with Meghna Agarwala and Shampa Bhattacharjee), Economics Letters, 2022 

• Preferences or expectations: Understanding the gender gap in major choice (with Anisha 

Sharma), Oxford Economic Papers, 2022 

• Missing women: A review of underlying causes and policy responses (with Anisha Sharma), 

Forthcoming in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Economics and Finance, Oxford 

University Press, 2022 

• Identity and Learning: a study on the effect of student teacher gender interaction on student's 

learning(with Sukanta Bhattacharya, Kumarjit Mandal and Anirban Mukherjee), Research in 

Economics,2021 

• Class or caste? A study on the role of caste and wealth status in school choice decision( (with 

Sukanta Bhattacharya, Kumarjit Mandal and Anirban Mukherjee), Review of Development 

Economics, 2020  

• Systematic Measurement Error in Self-Reported Health: Is Anchoring Vignettes the way? IZA 

Journal of Development and Migration, June 2018 

• Can the Major Public Works Program in India Serve as Buffer against Negative Shocks? 

Evidence from Andhra Pradesh, India, Economic Development and Cultural Change, 

2017,Volume 65, Number 4 

• Understanding the Intergenerational Transmission of Human Capital: Evidence from a Quasi-  

Natural Experiment in China (with Dong Zhou) , Review of Development Economics, 2016 

 

https://sites.google.com/ashoka.edu.in/aparajita-dasgupta/home
https://www.ashoka.edu.in/profile/aparajita-dasgupta/
https://academic.oup.com/oep/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/oep/gpac002/6520618
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rSoAmwWcwQ408uc2EdC2_udow44wGC1v/view
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1090944321000521?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1090944321000521?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/rode.12711
https://izajodm.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40176-018-0120-z
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/691992
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/691992
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rode.12266
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rode.12266
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SELECT WORKING PAPERS 

 

▪ Disease environment, infant mortality and fertility response: Evidence from malaria 

eradication in India (with Shampa Bhattacharjee) [Revise and Resubmit, Journal of 

Development Studies] 

▪ How does a ban on sex-selective abortions affect child health? (with Anisha Sharma) [Under 

Review] 

▪ The Short and Long-Term Effects of Early Life Exposure to Cow Slaughter Bans (with Farhan 

Majid and Wafa Orman Hakim) 

▪ Gender based discrimination in health: A review of cross-country evidence (invited article, 

under review for Handbook of Economics of Discrimination and Affirmative Action, Springer, 

2022) 

▪ Understanding the determinants of crop burning problem and its long term impacts (with 

Meghna Agarwala and Shampa Bhattacharjee ) 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS  

 

• Department of Economics Grant, Ashoka University, “Labour saving agricultural 

mechanisation and its impact of the ‘non-labour’ time allocation of Indian women” (2021) 

• Azim Premji University Grant: Declining Female Labour Force Participation in India (2018) 

• Azim Premji University Grant: Crop Residue Burning (CRB) and child health ( 2018) 

• CMGGA, Ashoka University on Examining Teacher transfer drive in Haryana on Pupil Teacher 

Ratio and Learning Outcomes (2018) 

• The Centre for Social and Behaviour Change Research Grant (CSBC) on Understanding 

declining child sex-ratio and the role of communication programs in India(2017) 

• Privatisation in Education Research Initiative, University of Oxford research grant on School 

Quality, School Choice and Educational Outcome, External consultant May 2014-March 2015  

 

TEACHING 

Advanced Topics in Health Economics (Monsoon 2021,2020,2018); Health Economics (Monsoon 
2021, 2020, 2018, 2017); Economy, Politics and Society [Foundation Course] (Spring 2022); 
Introduction to Economics (Spring 2019, 2020,2021);MA Development Economics (Spring 2022, 
2019, 2018); Statistics for Economics (Monsoon Semester 2015, 2016); Undergraduate 
Development Economics (Monsoon 2016); Foundations of Economic Reasoning (Spring 2016, 
2017, Monsoon 2017); Microeconomics for PPE (Spring 2016);Mathematics Bridge Course for 
Economics (Monsoon 2015)   

 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS: 

 
MA Dissertation supervision (2022, 2021,2019); Ashoka Scholars Programme (ASP) Thesis 
supervision (2022,2021,2020); UG Dissertation supervision (Spring 2017, Spring 2018)    
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JDZSW4mc8_G2lbX4CORcQmYxpzHgUEeK/view?usp=sharing
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POPULAR PRESS/ POLICY WRITING 

▪ The perils of tackling skewed sex ratios through a crackdown on sex-selective abortions - 
CEDA Data Narrative, Centre for Economic Data and Policy Jan 2021. (with Anisha 
Sharma) 

▪ Preferences or expectations? Understanding the gender gap in choice of college majors, 
with Anisha Sharma, Ideas for India, October 2020 

▪ INDIA: Surmounting the economic challenges of COVID-19. Counterpoint, Arthur D. 
Little’s Report (with Ashwini Deshpande and Anisha Sharma), May 2020. 

▪ The Coronavirus Pandemic: Are we ready for the long haul? Ashoka University Policy Brief 
No. 1. Also published in Ideas for India, The Wire and Scroll.(With Abhinash Borah, 
Sabyasachi Das, Ashwini Deshpande, Kanika Mahajan, Bharat Ramaswami, Anuradha 
Saha and Anisha Sharma), April 2020. 

▪ Child health, fertility, and sex ratio: India vs. Bangladesh,Ideas for India, 2018 

▪ So that Mothers Can Work, The Indian Express, September 2, 2016 

▪ Self-reported health data: Issues and solutions ,Ideas for India, 2016 

▪ Nutrition for kids:Why Early Investment Matters,The Indian Express, 2015 

▪ Can MNREGA Buffer Negative Shocks in Early Childhood? Ideas for India, 2014 

 
SELECT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS/WORKSHOPS 

 

• 16th Annual Conference on Economic Growth and Development, Indian Statistical 

Institute, 20-22nd Dec 2021 

• Women in the Economy Workshop, IWWAGE and ISI Delhi, 11-13th March 2021 

• Essen Health Conference, 3rd October 2020 

• Research seminar at Indian Institute of Management Kolkata ,27 September 2019 

• Research seminar at Institute of Economic Growth, 16 August 2019 

• Research Seminar at Centre For Development Economics and Sustainability, Monash 

University, 11 June 2018 

• Research Seminar at Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, May 2018 

• International Economic Association, World Congress, Mexico, June 19-23 2017 

• Annual International Conference of the Research Group on Development Economics, 
University of Göttingen, June1-2,2017 

• Building Capacity to use Research Evidence (BCURE), Harvard Kennedy School, Feb 2016 

• Transparency and Reproducibility Methods for Social Science Research, UCBerkeley, 2015 

• 9th IZA/World Bank Conference on Employment and Development, June 25-26, Peru 2014  

• 18th International Economic Association World Congress, Jordan, June 6-10,2014, 2013 

• Health Economics in Developing Countries: CSWEP, AEA Meetings, San Diego, Jan 5, 2013 
    
  

REFEREE ACTIVITY 
 American Journal of Agricultural Economics; Chronic Poverty Research Centre; 
Environment and Development Economics; European Journal of Social Sciences; Health 
Systems Research Initiative Grant; Indian Growth and Development Review; Journal of Applied 
Economics;Journal of Asian Economics; Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics; 
Journal of Development Studies; Journal of Comparative Economics; Journal of Economic 
Behavior and Organization; Journal of Public Economics; PLOS One; Research Policy; Review of 
Income and Wealth, Social Science and Medicine; Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare; South 
African Journal of Economics; World Development. 

https://ceda.ashoka.edu.in/the-perils-of-tackling-skewed-sex-ratios-through-a-crackdown-on-sex-selective-abortions/
https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/human-development/preferences-or-expectations-understanding-the-gender-gap-in-choice-of-college-majors.html
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashoka.edu.in%2Fstatic%2Fdoc_uploads%2Ffile_1593160996.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFxV54J4i5bXH45viBPgcUM3ie3Mg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashoka.edu.in%2Fstatic%2Fdoc_uploads%2Ffile_1585737521.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNERcN9XicE62Yf9YE23IYVSVHjADQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ideasforindia.in%2Ftopics%2Fmacroeconomics%2Fcovid-19-are-we-ready-for-the-long-haul-i.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHWG61liWrg7kFbPSd1iKgjW5Uc8Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fthewire.in%2Fgovernment%2Fcoronavirus-long-haul-comprehensive-relief-policy-framework&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHP0RO_fE5DxVc9MpYpCgUTJcwyiQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fscroll.in%2Farticle%2F959413%2Fas-india-battles-a-grave-health-and-economic-crisis-it-must-put-humanity-centrestage&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEnJ0EncrQZAGjYOPBXCjm3z_RFNg
https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/human-development/child-health-fertility-and-sex-ratio-india-vs-bangaldesh.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/maternity-leave-benefit-female-employees-father-maneka-gandhi-3008764/
http://www.ideasforindia.in/article.aspx?article_id=1604
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/nutrition-for-kids-and-what-we-should-do-about-it
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashoka.edu.in%2Fstatic%2Fdoc_uploads%2Ffile_1593160996.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFxV54J4i5bXH45viBPgcUM3ie3Mg
http://ideasforindia.in/Article.aspx?article_id=334
http://www.iea-world.org/congress-2017-mexico/programme/
http://entwicklungsoekonomischer-ausschuss.de/konferenzen/programm-der-tagung-2017/?lang=en
http://entwicklungsoekonomischer-ausschuss.de/konferenzen/programm-der-tagung-2017/?lang=en
http://bitss.org/training-2015/
http://www.iza.org/conference_files/worldb2014/call_for_papers
http://www.iea-world.org/JordanCongress_Welcome.php
http://www.aeaweb.org/aea/2013conference/program/meetingpapers.php

