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Ashoka University enters its second decade, and our intellectual landscape continues 

to expand academically and culturally. We are instilled with renewed energy, resolve, 

and purpose. This year’s Enquiry captures this momentum, spotlighting some of the key 

initiatives and stories that de΋ne our Ashoka community today.

From the growth of our PhD programme to the dynamic work emerging from the Centre 

for Translation and the Archives of Contemporary India, Ashoka is rapidly building 

the institutional architecture necessary to support long-term scholarship. The newly 

inaugurated Zeiss Lab stands as a model of unique collaboration between academic 

research and cutting-edge technology.

We are witnessing encouraging signs across the University with important accolades 

being awarded to both our faculty and students, new centres, and research initiatives 

being launched, and a growing number of research publications and grants received 

across disciplines. This is matched by the development of critical infrastructure and the 

strengthening of our postgraduate and undergraduate programmes.

Ashoka’s ambition is not only to be a leading research university in India but to 

contribute actively towards global conversations through ideas, partnerships, and value 

through which we shape the students and community. As we move forward, we remain 

committed to a research ecosystem that is intellectually rigorous, socially responsive, 

and globally engaged.

I invite you to explore this edition of Enquiry as a window into the questions that animate 

our campus and the scholars who are driving them forward.

From the 
Vice-Chancellor

We remain committed to a research 

ecosystem that is intellectually rigorous, 

socially responsive, and globally engaged.

Somak Raychaudhury



2024 –	2025

OV ERV IEW  
A round-up of research activities

Trivedi School of  
Biosciences inaugurated
In February 2025, the Trivedi School 

of Biosciences was inaugurated. 

Supported by Ashok Trivedi, Ashoka 

founder, the School houses the 

University’s dynamic Department of 

Biology, along with a few thematic 

centres as well as the Koita Centre for 

Digital Health – Ashoka University. The 

School combines innovative research 

and teaching at undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels, led by expert 

faculty from around the world. 

With world-class resources like the 

ZEISS Core Imaging Facility, the School 

is deeply committed to bridging 

Science and society by integrating the 

Natural and Social Sciences.

The year 
in review
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Preserving India’s living 
heritage: Project InHERit
Ashoka, in collaboration with The Helen 

Hamlyn Trust, launched the InHERIT 

project to preserve and promote India’s 

cultural and natural heritage. The 

project features various indigenous 

communities of India, alongside experts 

such as historian Rana Safvi, naturalist 

Yuvan Aves, and chef Sadaf Hussain. 

In the ΋rst year, the InHERIT team 
conducted primary research across 

the country. They travelled across the 

Nilgiris, the Sundarbans, Kaziranga, 

Mangaluru, Paradip, Ramgarh, and 

Jaisalmer, documenting indigenous 

traditions, practices, Όora, and fauna. 
The project has released a series of 

episodes highlighting the genesis of 

cities, the etymology of dishes, and 

centuries-old culinary traditions.

Ashoka launches School 
of Advanced Computing 
(ASAC)
The Ashoka School of Advanced 

Computing (ASAC), a pioneering 

initiative to transform Computer 

Science research and education in 

India, was launched in March 2025. 

ASAC seeks to rede΋ne computational 
thinking by leading interdisciplinary 

research in Computer Science, 

Arti΋cial Intelligence, and Machine 
Learning, while also integrating these 

themes into both the Natural and 

Social Sciences. 

The School aims to address critical 

societal challenges, including 

healthcare, climate change, 

sustainability, and public policy 

using computational methods. It 

will oΊer innovative programmes 
combining Computer Science with 

Entrepreneurship, Biology, and AI and 

Data Science.

in review

Ashoka announces 
the Havells School 
of Management and 
Leadership 
The establishment of the Havells 

School of Management and Leadership 

was announced in February 2025.

The School will oΊer India’s first 
undergraduate programme in Applied 

Liberal Arts and Management and 

integrated postgraduate programmes in 

partnership with global institutions. 

The School aims to combine 

interdisciplinary learning with 

specialisations in management, business, 

and entrepreneurship, preparing young 

leaders to tackle the world’s pressing 

challenges and contribute to India’s 

development agenda.
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�ree Ashoka scholars 
awarded the Felix 
Scholarship in 2025
Three Ashokans have been awarded 

the prestigious Felix Scholarship to 

pursue their graduate studies this 

year. Harsh Kumar Jha (UG 2025) will 

pursue an MSc in Comparative Social 

Policy at the University of Oxford. 

Harsh is joined by two alumni, Fouzia 

Fayaz (UG 2024) and Snigdha Arora 

(ASP 2021), who will study International 

Development, and Health and Tropical 

Medicine, respectively. With these new 

recipients, Ashoka has now produced a 

total of nine Felix Scholars. 

Undergraduate student 
becomes one of the 
youngest invitees at the 
SDG Lab and Global 
Shapers Summit
Ishan Pratap Singh (UG 2024) was the 

youngest presenter and panellist at 

the SDG Lab in Davos, Switzerland, a 

UN initiative that fosters innovation for 

the Sustainable Development Goals. 

He was invited as an AI Champion for 

Good for his work at Cooperation17, a 

non-pro΋t he founded. 

Ishan’s organisation focuses on 

transforming decision-making 

using AI. He also served as one of 

the youngest city heads at the 2024 

Global Shapers Annual Summit in 

Geneva, organised by the World 

Economic Forum.

Debayan Gupta wins 
INR 1 crore grant for 
Quantum Tech Research
Debayan Gupta, Assistant Professor of 

Computer Science, and Dirac Labs have 

jointly secured a INR 1 crore grant from 

the Indo-US Science and Technology 

Forum (IUSSTF) to advance research in 

quantum technologies. 

In August 2023, Debayan’s research 

group partnered with Dirac Labs to 

apply gravity and magnetic data for 

navigation and mineral exploration. 

Dirac Labs – co-founded by Ashoka 

alumna Aishwarya Das (UG 2021) 

– is at the forefront of developing 

quantum sensors for high-precision, 

GPS-independent navigation. This 

collaboration led to the prestigious 

IUSSTF grant in 2024.

In 2025, Ashoka ranked �rst amongst new-age 

private universities under the Indian Institutional 

Ranking Framework (IIRF).

12 | Enquiry  
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Fourth-year student 
secures observation 
time on US-based 
telescope array
Esha Sajjanhar (ASP 2025) who 

graduated with an advanced major 

in Physics and a minor in Astronomy, 

secured observation time on the 

Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) – a 

network of ten observing stations 

across the United States. 

She is working with Professor 

Dipankar Bhattacharya to study the 

low-mass X-ray binary GX339-4. Her 

research focuses on characterising 

its X-ray variability using data from 

the Indian satellite AstroSat. Esha’s 

proposal to the VLBA was successful, 

receiving the full 18 hours of 

observing time she requested.

Ashoka’s PhD Scholars 
make their mark 
on India’s research 
landscape
Ashoka’s PhD scholars continue to 

shine on national and international 

platforms, bringing home accolades 

across disciplines.

In Biology, Chandrakant M and Biswajit 

Shit received poster awards at the ΋fth 
Indian Society of Evolutionary Biologists 

(ISEB) Meeting at Lucknow University. 

From the same department, Dinesh 

Jadhav and Dhoopchhaya Sarkar, also 

earned top honours at the International 

Conference on Circadian Rhythms in 

Health and Diseases at IIT Hyderabad.

From the Department of History, Amit 

Ranjan was awarded the prestigious 

International Student and Early Career 

Research (ECR) Support Award by the 

Society of Archaeological Science – a 

remarkable recognition of his work at 

the intersection of Archaeology  

and History.

Centre for Translation 
launches India’s �rst 
open-access database of 
translations

The Ashoka Centre for Translation, 

in collaboration with the New India 

Foundation, launched Bhashavaad, 

India’s ΋rst non-profit, open-access, 
and crowd-sourced database of Indian 

translations. 

Opening with 30,000+ entries, 6,500+ 

authors, and 7,000+ translators, 

Bhashavaad serves as a centralised 

and searchable repository. The 

database includes works translated 

from and into a wide variety of Indian 

languages, including Tamil, Bengali, 

Sanskrit, Telugu, Manipuri, Punjabi, 

Gujarati, Dogri, and Tulu amongst 

many others. The platform makes it 

easier to discover translated works, 

addressing a key gap in the national 

translation ecosystem.
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Undergraduate student 
publishes two books on 
wildlife in Sonipat
Ishan Shanavas (ASP 25) authored 

Fauna In and Around Ashoka University, 

a ΋eld guide documenting the wildlife 
around the campus. The book 

captures fascinating information on 

species of birds, reptiles, amphibians,   

and mammals found around campus 

– documenting close to 130 species 

of birds and more than 20 species of 

mammals and reptiles.

Ishan, also an avid artist and 

photographer, launched his second 

book, The Light of Wilder Things, at 

the Ashoka Literature Festival 2025. 

The book, which captures his journey 

in the wilderness and explores 

India’s rich biodiversity, was sold out 

completely at the festival. 

Amit Chaudhuri’s books 
reissued by New York 
Review of Books
In 2024, the New York Review Books 

(NYRB), as part of their NYRB Classics 

series, reissued A Strange and Sublime 

Address, Afternoon Raag, and Freedom 

Song – the ΋rst three novels by Amit 
Chaudhuri, Professor and Head of 

Department, Creative Writing. Later 

this year, his fourth and ΋fth novels 
– A New World and The Immortals – 

will also join the imprint. NYRB will 

additionally publish Incompleteness, a 

new selection of Amit’s essays. 

Known for its distinctive editorial 

vision, the NYRB Classics series 

showcases works of lasting literary 

merit. The inclusion of his books 

marks a signi΋cant recognition 
of Amit’s contribution to global 

contemporary literature.

Ashoka leads dialogue 
on global research with 
European delegation
In September 2024, Ashoka 

University hosted the EU Research 

and Innovation (R&I) Info Day in 

collaboration with the Delegation 

of the European Union to India and 

EURAXESS India. 

The event showcased opportunities 

for Indian researchers to collaborate 

with the EU and its member states, 

providing participants the chance 

to engage with representatives 

from several EU R&I countries. It 

highlighted funding opportunities 

and collaborative projects under 

Horizon Europe, Marie Skłodowska-
Curie Actions, and Erasmus+, along 

with bilateral research and innovation 

programmes and fellowships oΊered 
by the member states.

14 | Enquiry  
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Faculty Achievements 

Mekhala Krishnamurthy (Sociology and 

Anthropology) was recognised as one of Local 

Government Information Unit’s (LGIU) Top 

25 Thinkers – for her research, policy, and 

professional engagements across a range of 

subjects and ΋eld sites, including informal 
women’s courts, popular justice, public health 

and nutrition, agriculture, regional and local 

economies, amongst others.

Deepak Asthana (Chemistry) was named a 

Thieme Chemistry Journals Awardee for 2025. 

This recognition is granted to early-career 

researchers making remarkable strides in 

Organic Chemistry, selected by the journal’s 

editorial team.

Manvi Sharma (Environmental Studies) received 

the Prime Minister’s Early Career Research 

Grant from the Anusandhan National Research 

Foundation (ANRF) for her research on 

Himalayan carnivores.

Ashwini Deshpande (Economics) was awarded 

the International Economics Association Fellow 

Award last year. This fellowship recognises  

10 economists from across the globe, for their 

contributions to advancing new ideas and 

producing high-quality policy research. 

Sandeep Ameta (Biology) received the Early 

Career Research Grant from ANRF. Additionally, 

he was awarded the Indo-French CEFIPRA 

grant, which enables cutting-edge collaborative 

research between the two countries. He 

received these grants for his work which aims at 

developing ‘life-like’ synthetic chemical systems 

and studying the evolution of functional RNAs to 

understand the emergence of life. 

Divya Karnad (Environmental Studies) was 

honoured with the Bay of Bengal Programme 

– BIMReN grant for her research on ΋sheries in 
India and Bangladesh. BIMReN is a platform for 

facilitating collaboration among researchers 

in the Bay of Bengal region, for sustainable 

development of the blue economy.

Anustubh Agnihotri (Political Science) was 

selected as a Fellow at the Governance and Local 

Development Institute for the year 2025-26. 

Associated with the University of Gothenburg 

and Cornell University, the Institute works with 

societies around the world, using data and 

developing methods to investigate problems that 

societies face today.
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In the academic year 2024-25, 

Biology led with 17 per cent of 

total publications, followed by 

Economics and Chemistry

31 per cent of the 

total publications 

have international 

collaborations
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total publications 

have corresponding 

authorship 
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�e Indira Years: 
Leadership, Legacy, and  
the Making of a 
Postcolonial Nation
Srinath Raghavan  
Professor of International Relations and History

Indira Gandhi’s rise 

to the o΍ce of Prime 
Minister in 1966 was 

unexpected.  

However, she soon 

emerged as one of 

the most powerful 

political leaders of her 

time, transforming 

the world’s largest 

democracy and 

leaving behind a 

controversial legacy. 

How did one of the 

most powerful 

women of the 

twentieth century 

come to lead the 

world’s largest democracy – and transform it in the process?

Srinath Raghavan explores this question in his new book, 

Indira Gandhi and the Years That Transformed India. He 

tells the story of Indira Gandhi’s political career and the 

momentous changes that India experienced under her 

leadership. Srinath argues that the “long 1970s” – a period 

spanning from the mid-1960s (when Indira Gandhi rose 

to power) to the mid-1980s (her assassination and its 

aftermath) – was the hinge on which the contemporary 

history of India turned. 

According to Srinath, to understand the churn in 

contemporary Indian politics, we need to go back to this 

transformational period. Drawing on a massive trove of 

fresh archival material, the book charts the fundamental 

transformation of Indian politics, democracy, and economy 

in these years. The book sheds new light on Indira Gandhi’s 

politics and government, as well as on her adversaries 

and critics, highlighting how she transformed the new 

postcolonial nation into the India of today.
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FACULT Y  
A round-up of faculty research, 

books, and breakthroughs



Plant �inkers of 
Twentieth-Century 
Bengal: Poetics, Politics, 
and a Foliage of �ought
Sumana Roy  
Associate Professor of  Creative Writing

In Plant Thinkers of Twentieth-Century Bengal, Sumana Roy 

explores an alternative intellectual history – one shaped not 

by revolutions or manifestos, but by the quiet, persistent 

inΌuence of plant life. What if we read twentieth-century 
Bengal through the lens of its Όora? How did trees, roots, 

weeds, forests, and gardens shape 

the region’s stories, songs, 

and philosophies?

Sumana brings together 

a rich cast of writers, 

scientists, poets, and 

΋lmmakers – including 
Jagadish Chandra 

Bose, Rabindranath 

Tagore, Bibhutibhushan 

Bandyopadhyay, 

Jibanananda Das, Shakti 

Chattopadhyay, and Satyajit 

Ray – whom she studies as 

‘plant thinkers’. They are 

all ΋gures whose creative 
and intellectual work drew deeply from 

vegetal life and imagination. From Bose’s pioneering plant 

physiology experiments to the botanical metaphors in 

Bengali poetry and cinema, the book charts a poetics and 

politics that derived meaning, ethics, and resistance from 

the world of plants.

This work builds on Sumana Roy’s longstanding engagement 

with the ΋eld she helped seed – the Indian Plant Humanities. 
Alongside her earlier books as well as numerous essays, 

Plant Thinkers represents a major new contribution to 

rethinking how we understand thought, feeling, and ecology 

in the context of South Asian intellectual life.

When Pathogens Collide: 
What Co-Infections Teach 
Us About Immunity  
and Survival
Imroze Khan  
Assistant Dean of Research and  
Associate Professor of Biology

What happens 

when the immune 

system faces more 

than one invader 

at a time? While 

coinfection – a 

condition wherein 

two viruses 

invade the host 

simultaneously or 

in a short period 

– aΊects over one-sixth of the global population, biomedical 
research has traditionally focused on the relationship 

between a single host and a single pathogen. Imroze Khan is 

working towards shifting this paradigm.

In his recent study, Pathogen Growth and Virulence Dynamics 

Drive the Host Evolution Against Coinfections, he explores 

how pathogens with varying growth rates and virulence 

interact with host immunity. Conducted with his team – 

including PhD scholars Srijan Seal and Kripanjali Ghosh, and 

postdoctoral researcher Dipendra Nath Basu – the study 

uses red Όour beetles as a model to show that fast-growing, 
highly virulent pathogens can suppress immune adaptation 

and cause rapid mortality, leaving hosts more vulnerable to 

repeated outbreaks.

This research provides valuable insight into how real-

world coinfections, in both humans and animals, could 

aΊect immune responses. In animals, these infections may 
obstruct the establishment of lasting immunity, rendering 

populations more susceptible to recurring outbreaks. 

The study, thus, underscores the need for more nuanced 

vaccine strategies and to consider both infection speed 

and virulence when managing disease risks in shared 

ecosystems of humans, wildlife, and livestock.

 Enquiry | 19
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Rethinking Energy:  
Piezoelectric Biomaterials  
for “Healthy” Electricity  
Generation
Santu Bera 
Faculty Fellow, Ramanujan Fellow of Chemistry

One of the most pressing 

challenges of our time 

is the exploration and 

development of renewable 

and green energy sources. 

Among the emerging 

solutions, piezoelectricity – 

the ability of a material to 

generate electricity when 

subjected to mechanical 

force – has come as a 

promising alternative. 

Mechanical energy is 

abundantly available in the environment, from wind and 

water Όow, to mechanical vibrations and human motion. The 
problem, however, is that most of the piezoelectric materials 

that we know of today are toxic lead-based materials.

To address this issue, Santu Bera with his team, including 

PhD scholars Sukantha Dey and Rohit Kumar, is conducting 

cutting-edge research to develop eco-friendly alternatives. 

They have successfully developed ultrashort peptides that 

are short fragments of biological polymer protein and thus 

are inherently biocompatible. When mechanical force was 

applied, these peptides generated excellent electric current 

and voltage output.

Since these materials are eco-friendly, completely biological 

and non-toxic, they have tremendous potential in a wide 

range of biotechnological applications. With the ability to 

power devices without external batteries, piezoelectric 

energy harvesting opens up exciting possibilities for self-

powered systems, ranging from structural health monitoring 

and environmental measurement to biomedical devices 

for biosensing.

Legacies on Trial: 
Rethinking Sedition, 
Martyrdom, and Betrayal
Aparna Vaidik 
Professor of History

Is it possible to write a history 

of nationalism that includes 

acts like spying, informing, 

and denunciation – without 

casting moral judgment? 

Aparna Vaidik, grapples with 

such questions in her new 

book, Revolutionaries on 

Trial: Sedition, Betrayal and 

Martyrdom. She revisits the 

infamous Lahore Conspiracy 

Case and its principal martyrs 

– Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and 

Rajguru of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA).

While previous accounts viewed the trial as a miscarriage 

of justice, Aparna oΊers a new perspective. Drawing from 
rare Indian, Pakistani, and British archives, she analyses the 

elaborate roles of four sets of actors – the colonial state, the 

revolutionaries, the renegades who turned witness, and the 

Indian press and public as spectators.

The book, while examining the history of the trial, also asks 

new questions. It captures the expansive canvas of the trial,  

staged across multiple sites – the courtroom, o΍ces of the 
investigation o΍cers, legislative assembly, government 
o΍ces, jails, courtrooms, streets, printing presses, 
newspaper establishments, coΊee houses, meeting rooms, 
and universities across North India.  

In reframing the case, the book asks the reader to view 

sedition, martyrdom, and betrayal not as ΋xed categories, 
but as performances shaped by power, perception, and 

most importantly, political strategy.



From Reaction to 
Prediction:
OncoMark and AI-Driven 
Cancer Detection
Debayan Gupta 
Assistant Professor of Computer Science

Debayan Gupta began 

with a simple question: 

if we know what makes 

cancer dangerous, why 

not track those things 

directly?

Cancer behaves in 

certain recognisable 

ways – like growing 

uncontrollably, 

spreading to other 

parts of the body, or 

evading the immune system. Scientists call these behaviours 

the ‘hallmarks of cancer’. Yet, surprisingly, most current 

tests don’t actually measure them, at least not in a clear, 

quanti΋able way.

Recognising this gap, Debayan and his team developed 

OncoMark, a new AI-powered tool that can read a tumour’s 

genetic activity and predict how strongly each of these 

hallmarks is at play. In doing so, OncoMark oΊers a more 
detailed look at what’s really happening inside a tumour, via 

ten diΊerent hallmarks. Shreyansh Priyadarshi (UG 2024), a 
student leading the project, commented, “For the ΋rst time, 
we are not just reacting to cancer. We are anticipating it.”

This innovation is particularly helpful for doctors and 

researchers in making more informed decisions – for 

example, whether a disease is likely to spread to other parts  

or become resistant to chemotherapy. Debayan hopes that 

OncoMark brings us one step closer to truly personalised 

cancer care – and a deeper understanding of the  

disease itself.

From lab 

discoveries 

to literary 

innovation, 

Ashoka 

scholars push 

the frontiers of 

knowledge.



Imroze Khan  
Assistant Dean of Research 
and Professor of Biology

Ashoka’s PhD programme was launched in 2017 

with a clear vision: to create an environment 

where rigorous research, intellectual freedom, 

and close mentorship come together to shape 

scholars who can both deepen and broaden their 

disciplines. Today, the programme spans 11 ΋elds 
– from Biology and History to Environmental 

Studies and Computer Science – with over 200 

scholars currently pursuing their research 

at Ashoka.

At the heart of the programme is a culture 

of inquiry that encourages interdisciplinary 

exploration while grounding students in 

strong disciplinary foundations. Scholars are 

supported not just by cutting-edge resources and 

funding, but also by faculty members who value 

mentorship as a two-way intellectual partnership. 

Many scholars also engage in teaching, 

collaborative research, and partnerships with 

policymakers or industry – ensuring their work 

remains relevant beyond academia.

Nurturing Inquiry, 
Advancing Knowledge

STUDENT R ESE A RCH  
Highlights from Ashoka’s growing 

PhD community

PHD ENROLLMENT OVER THE YEARS

2017-18

1

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

15 36 48 86 119 182 204

The total investment towards the PhD programme 

for 2024-25 session was INR 15.5 Cr

Ashoka’s doctoral programme has grown in 

line with the University’s broader research 

ecosystem, and reΌects its mission to foster 
original, critical, and socially conscious 

scholarship. In an evolving national and global 

landscape, where research must keep pace 

with complexity, Ashoka oΊers scholars the 
space and support to ask urgent questions – 

and the tools to pursue them with depth 

and clarity.

This year, nine scholars successfully defended 

their doctoral theses. Their work oΊers a 
compelling snapshot of the talent, tenacity, 

and imagination that animate Ashoka’s  

research community.



BIOLOGY - 57

PSYCHOLOGY - 13

SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY - 13

CHEMISTRY - 21

COMPUTER SCIENCE - 6

ECONOMICS - 11

ENGLISH - 20

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES - 8

HISTORY - 33

MATHEMATICS - 4
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Ashoka’s graduating PhD 
scholars represent the ambition 
and range of a young doctoral 
programme that’s quickly 
coming into its own. �e scholars 
from the 2025 cohort join a 
legacy of scholars whose work 
embodies Ashoka’s commitment 
to building new knowledge and 
advancing cutting-edge research.

STUDENT R ESE A RCH  
Highlights from Ashoka’s growing 

PhD community

Nitya  
Pawar 
PhD, Department of English

Janabai – thirteenth-century poet, 

saint and the only Śudra woman from 

Maharashtra’s Vitthal tradition to be 

canonised – was at the heart of Nitya’s 

doctoral research. Her work explored 

how Janabai’s poems, biographies, 

and oral traditions have been shaped 

by translation across time: not just 

between languages, but across form, 

devotion, and memory. In centering 

Janabai’s voice, Nitya’s dissertation 

challenged dominant hierarchies of 

caste, gender, and knowledge, oΊering 
a powerful re-reading of bhakti 

as resistance.

Doctoral 
		  Graduates

Celebrating our



Debdutta 
Sanyal 

PhD, Department of History

Śrī Hars.a – seventh-century king of 

Thanesar and Kannauj – stood at 

the centre of Debdutta’s doctoral 

research. Her work wove together 

Sanskrit texts and inscriptions, to ask 

what it meant to be a king in early 

medieval India. Using tools such as 

GIS and Remote Sensing, Debdutta 

situated the texts within their physical 

landscapes to oΊer a more holistic 
understanding of Hars.a’s world. In 

tracing how Hars.a’s life came to be 

written, her dissertation oΊered a 
fresh reading of kingship, and how 

it was imagined, represented, and 

idealised during that period.

Pooja 
Vaid 

PhD, Department of Biology

Pooja’s research tackled a critical 

question in Indian oncology: how can 

we improve outcomes for patients with 

triple-negative breast cancer (TNBC)? 

In collaboration with the Centre for 

Translational Cancer Research, Pune, 

she mapped the tumour immune 

microenvironment using cutting-edge 

techniques like multiplex imaging 

and spatial analysis to identify key 

prognostic markers. Her work – in close 

partnership with Ashoka’s Computer 

Science department – also enabled 

the automation of digital pathology 

pipelines for large-scale cancer pro΋ling. 
This research now forms the basis of a 

multi-centre clinical trial across Indian 

hospitals, advancing precision oncology 

for underrepresented Indian patients on 

the global stage.

Soham 
Chakraborty 

PhD, Department of Biology

Soham’s doctoral research explored 

how a physiologically-relevant, force-

sensitive protein senses and responds 

to mechanical forces. His work sits at 

the intersection of Physics, Biology, 

and Chemistry, using advanced 

instruments such as magnetic 

tweezers to observe the behaviour of 

individual protein molecules under 

force at exceptional resolution. By 

examining the relationship between 

protein mechanics and microscopic 

chain physics, Soham oΊers new 
insights into how proteins respond 

to mechanical forces, with potential 

implications for cellular mechanics 

and disease. 
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Antony Arul 
Valan 

PhD, Department of English

Antony in his doctoral dissertation 

titled ‘Caste Creativity: Interrogating 

the Rhetoric of “Castelessness” in Three 

Texts’ explored how caste persists – not 

always in explicit identi΋cations, but 
also in the subtleties of literary form, 

rhetoric, and voice. By tracing how 

language performs both concealment 

and confrontation, Antony aims to 

contribute to a register of public 

language that facilitates introspective 

dialogue within caste networks. His 

work has also been published in the 

peer-reviewed journal J-Caste and the 

feminist online archive The New Historia. 

Samayita 
Banerjee 

PhD, Department of History

Samayita’s doctoral dissertation 

traced the history of a landscape 

that persistently de΋es cartographic 
΋xity. With Archaeology at its crux, 
her research explores how material 

and epigraphical evidence can help 

us study a Όuid landscape such as the 
ever-evolving terrain of the Ganga-

Brahmaputra-Meghna delta, and 

understand the lowermost reaches 

of the Bengal delta. During her time 

at Ashoka, Samayita conducted 

΋eldwork at the delta belts of all three 
rivers, with particular attention to 

the tidal forests of the Sundarbans. 

In tracing these stories, she oΊered 
a radical cartography of motion, 

erosion, and the histories the 

rivers carry.

Sandeep 
Bhardwaj 

PhD, Department of History

Sandeep’s research interest lies 

in post-Independence diplomatic 

history of South Asia. Through his 

dissertation, he examined Nehruvian 

India’s foreign policy towards the Third 

World – Southeast Asia, the Middle 

East, and Africa. Sandeep examines 

India’s changing position within Asia 

as imagined by Indian elites as well as 

external actors. In doing so, he went 

beyond the idealised narrative of 

seamless Asian solidarity by drawing 

attention to the tensions and conΌicts 
within the Third World Movement. 

His work recovers a textured history 

of postcolonialism within the Global 

South, tracing debates around trade, 

regionalism, and identity – unmediated 

by the West. 
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Souradeep 
Banerjee 

PhD, Department of Biology

When protein folding goes wrong, it can 

lead to diseases like cancer, Alzheimer’s, 

and Parkinson’s. However, cells rely on 

chaperones that prevent misfolding 

and aggregation. Souradeep explored 

how chaperones aΊect the folding 
and unfolding of proteins, especially 

under mechanical force. His research 

uncovered a remarkable function of 

Hsp70, a molecular chaperone long 

known to prevent misfolding. Using 

magnetic tweezers, he showed that 

Hsp70 can also refold proteins under 

mechanical force – an ability previously 

unknown. Crucially, this was possible 

only for force-resistant versions of 

the protein. In peeling back the layers 

of protein dynamics one molecule at 

a time, Souradeep’s work oΊered a 
new lens into how cells maintain order 

under stress.
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Unlocking  
India’s Literary 
Heritage

SPOTLIGHT  
Ashoka Centre for Translation



writers. It serves as an aid to researchers and 

readers interested in both the meaning as well as 

the practice of translation.

Projects such as Women Translating Women, 

Chronicles, and Translating Bhakti – discussed in 

detail later – have been major milestones in the 

journey of the Centre. There are also a multitude 

of other ongoing initiatives designed to promote 

and enrich the sphere of translation in India. 

Some of them include the ‘Indian Ideas’ series, 

‘The Continuum of Indian Literature’, ‘Reading the 

City’ series, ‘Bengali Short Fiction’ series, and the 

‘Ashoka University Faculty Translations’ series, 

amongst others.

Looking ahead, ACT remains committed to 

expanding their reach and deepening impact. 

By training young student-translators at 

the University, fostering collaborations and 

championing linguistic diversity, the Centre 

strives to unlock the full potential of India’s 

multilingual heritage, ensuring that its diverse 

voices are heard and appreciated both at home 

and around the world.

The Ashoka Centre for Translation (ACT) is 

committed not only to the product of translation 

but also to the concept of translation. This means 

that the Centre undertakes and facilitates the 

translation of works from (and, gradually, into) 

various languages – a process involving multiple 

stages of engagement. 

The Centre documents linguistic, performative, 

oral, and written exchanges between 

communities, languages, and regions. This helps 

archive the relationships between word and 

meaning, language and translation, and the 

poetics and politics of multilingualism. Along with 

organising workshops and lectures, the Centre 

aims to bring forth more texts that have not 

been translated before, to cultivate and reward 

translators, to encourage dialogue between 

Indian languages, and to diΊuse the hegemonic 
role of English. 

The state-of-the-art translation search engine 

Bhashavaad, provides a quantitative yet also 

startling glimpse into the history of translation 

and the enduring preoccupations of Indian 

Rita Kothari 

Co-director, 

Ashoka Centre 

for Translation and 

Professor of English

Arunava Sinha  

Co-director,  

Ashoka Centre for 

Translation and 

Professor of  

Creative Writing

Translation lies at the heart of India’s cultural 
and intellectual life. At Ashoka, the Centre for 
Translation works to make this multilingual 
heritage visible, accessible, and alive. It brings 
together writers, translators, and scholars to explore 
how languages connect us and shape ideas.
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​Women  
Translating  
Women  
Honouring the Literary 
Contributions of Indian Women

�is project is dedicated to sharing stories by 
women, written across languages in India. 
Supported by the Susham Bedi Memorial Fund, 
this initiative has commissioned twelve books 
for translation. 
The selected works are translated by women translators, exploring women’s experiences 

across varied contexts and spaces. The project addresses the historical under-representation 

of women’s voices in translated literature by providing opportunities and support for women 

translators. This vision has been realised in partnership with Zubaan Books.

Zubaan, a leading independent publishing house based in New Delhi, was established in 2003 

as an imprint of India’s ΋rst feminist publishing house, Kali for Women. Zubaan continues to 
publish books on, for, by, and about women in South Asia. The impact of Women Translating 

Women is evident in the compelling publications that have emerged:

SPOTLIGHT  
Ashoka Centre for Translation
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A New World Romance  

by Susham Bedi  

translated from Hindi by Astri Ghosh  

Susham Bedi’s A New World Romance tells the story of 

two academics who ΋nd an unexpected connection 
in the United States. Set against the backdrop of the 

Indian diaspora, the novel explores themes of love, loss, 

and the complexities of navigating cultural identities. 

Astri Ghosh’s translation brings this Hindi novel to a 

wider audience, capturing the emotional depth of Bedi’s 

characters and the nuances of her prose. The story 

examines how past relationships and cultural roots 

inΌuence new beginnings.

Unmoored  

by Ramachandran Usha  

translated from Tamil by Krupa Ge 

Ramachandran Usha’s Unmoored presents the stories 

of women who migrate from Chennai to the Gulf in 

search of a better future for their families. The novella 

explores the challenges and resilience of these women 

as they grapple with issues of identity, belonging, and 

the search for home. Krupa Ge’s translation captures 

the authentic voices of Usha’s characters, bringing 

their experiences to life with empathy and insight. 
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“�is project is deeply personal for me, as one of 

these six books each year will be by my late wife, 

Susham Bedi. Seeing her work, and that of other 

remarkable Indian women, come alive in English 

has been truly moving.”

Rahul Bedi 
Patron, Susham Bedi Memorial Fund

Ittehad: A Life Together  
by Guli Sadarangani  

translated from Sindhi by Rita Kothari  

Known and celebrated in her time, Guli 

Sadarangani, the ΋rst woman writer of Sindh, 
later sank into oblivion. Ittehad, the novel that 

told the story of a Hindu-Muslim romance 

culminating in marriage, was ΋rst published 
in undivided India and later appeared under 

another title, Meelaapi Jeevan. Rita Kothari’s 

elegant and empathetic translation teases out 

the nuances of Asha and Hamid’s understated 

relationship, revealing how pre-Independence 

and pre-Partition India held so many 

possibilities of living and loving together.

Other Skies, Other Stories  

by Sara Rai  

translated from Hindi by Ira Pande and the author 

The collection of stories reveals a writer who 

can think in one language and write in another 

with rare Όuency. With her faultless ear for the 
cadences of Hindustani, Sara Rai illuminates 

the life of small towns. Equally important to 

her – in the landscape of human lives – is the 

presence of trees, birds, insects, and ΋sh. Rai’s 
Zen-like meditations on the silent, yet profound, 

movements of this world are presented in a 

language that is pared down, spare, and evocative.

“�is partnership has been an amazing opportunity to work with 

a group of people to whom translation of women’s writing in 

India means as much as it does to us. �e team understands 

how translations are literary interventions in their own right – 

and when those are of works by women, translated by women, 

then another form of epistemic injustice is being set right.”

Urvashi Butalia  
Publisher, Zubaan
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Hidden Treasure  

by Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay  

translated from Bengali by Ipsa S  

Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay’s Hidden Treasure 

unveils the story of a woman in contemporary 

Kolkata, caught between societal expectations 

and her own desires. As she navigates di΍cult 
circumstances, the novella explores themes 

of morality, agency, and the complexities of 

female experience within a patriarchal society. 

Ipsa S’s translation opens this Bengali narrative 

to a wider readership, preserving the author’s 

distinctive voice and the story’s unsettling 

examination of how one woman’s secret can 

ripple through her family and community.

Darkness and Other Stories  

by Razia Sajjad Zaheer 

translated from Urdu by Saba Mahmood Bashir 

In these stories, women travel alone, crossing 

borders, in search of their families. They carry 

their fears, desires, and hopes. Razia Sajjad 

Zaheer skilfully and eloquently recreates the 

mundane world of the daily lives of women, 

΋nding beauty and solace in them. Her women 
are strong, independent, and complex.

“My �rst translation was a personal and professional learning 

curve. It was about getting into the skin of my own mother 

tongue, re�ecting on my roots – linguistic and bodily – and 

coming to terms with the responsibility of telling a story to 

the world. Bringing Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay’s colourful, 

emotionally complex characters to life on the page required a 

series of decisions, many of which were made easier by careful 

readings and re-readings by ACT and Zubaan. Having taken 

this �rst step together, I’ve emerged a braver translator, one who 

hungers to read and perform more translations – something I hope places 

like ACT will bring into the world in many shades and stories.”

Ipsa S 
Translator of  Hidden Treasure and Ashoka alum 
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Bhashavaad  
Building a Database and  
Igniting a National Conversation

SPOTLIGHT  
Ashoka Centre for Translation



selected emerging student-translators from 

Ashoka University and beyond.

Building on the success of the ΋rst gathering, the 
Centre ampli΋ed its commitment to the idea of 
meaningful exchanges between Indian languages 

during the second edition of the conference, 

held on the 29th and 30th of August, 2025. This 

year’s edition hosted leading writers, translators, 

editors, and other award-winning speakers from 

across India and beyond. While the linguist Peggy 

Mohan delivered the keynote address, the 2025 

International Booker Prize co-winner Deepa 

Bhasthi, who won for her translation of Banu 

Mushtaq’s short stories from Kannada, was among 

the speakers. Continuing the conversations and 

collaborations initiated in 2024, Bhashavaad 

is steadily shaping itself as a key platform for 

reimagining the present as well as the future of 

languages in India, mediated via translation.

The Centre, in partnership with the New India 

Foundation, launched the Bhashavaad initiative 

with a dual purpose: to convene a national 

conversation on translation and to create a lasting 

resource for the translation community in India.

In August 2024, the inaugural Bhashavaad: 

National Translation Conference at the India 

International Centre in New Delhi brought 

together writers, translators, publishers, and 

scholars from across India, with philosopher 

Sundar Sarukkai as the keynote speaker. The 

conference provided a forum for examining the 

challenges and emerging directions within the 

domain, fostering dialogue, building networks 

and rea΍rming the role of translation in shaping 
India’s multilingual ecosystem. Panels explored 

topics ranging from translating knowledge to 

writing and publishing in Indian languages, with 

multilingual readings showcasing the talent of 
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A key outcome of the initiative, ΋rst unveiled at 
the inaugural conference, has been the launch of 

the Bhashavaad: Translation Search Engine (www.

bhashavaad.in) – India’s ΋rst non-profit, open-
access, and crowd-sourced database of Indian 

translations. This dynamic resource aims to 

re-energise India’s translation ecosystem by 

providing a comprehensive inventory of translated 

works, authors, and translators. With over 

30,000 entries currently listed, the database 

oΊers invaluable insights into the landscape of 
translation in India, revealing trends, identifying 

key players, and highlighting the diverse 

languages and literary traditions being translated. 

The database continues to grow and evolve with 

the ongoing work of dedicated teams, relying also 

on the wider translation-allied community and 

inviting contributions from users to ensure its 

accuracy and comprehensiveness.

“Translation may be a global 

issue but it is a uniquely 

Indian lever for integration, 

productivity, and soft power. 

�e Ashoka Centre for 

Translation’s establishment of 

the Bhashavaad database is 

just the start of a movement 

that can transform how Indian 

languages are researched, read, 

and used.”  

- Manish Sabharwal 

Ashoka Founder and Trustee
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Bhashavaad, in both its conference and database forms, represents 

a signi΋cant step towards mapping, amplifying, and celebrating 
India’s rich multilingual heritage, fostering a more connected and 

inclusive literary ecosystem for generations to come.
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Chronicles 
Expanding the Horizons of 
Indian Voices and �ought

Courtesy of Criticism:  
Selected Essays of  
Kirtinath Kurtkoti 
translated by Kamalakar Bhat

This book, drawing on Kannada literary 

traditions, exempli΋es the multilingual 
ethos of Chronicles. Kurtkoti’s essays 

on literature and aesthetics convey 

a uniquely regional, yet universally 

relevant, critical sensibility.

My Truth  
by Narmadashankar Dave 
translated by Abhijit Kothari 

Considered the ΋rst autobiography 
in Gujarati, My Truth speaks to the 

advent of new genres under colonial 

modernity and concurrent revolutions 

in understandings of self, tradition,  

and a world caught in Όux.

A Glimpse of My Life  
by Ram Prasad ‘Bismil’  

translated by Awadhesh Tripathi 

Bismil’s Hindi autobiography oΊers 
a glimpse into the inner world of a 

young, revolutionary freedom ΋ghter 
and a poignant view of the tumultuous 

makings of a national movement.

Chronicles is the Centre’s inaugural non-�ction translation series, 
supported by the Manju Deshbandhu Gupta Fellowship. �e series, 
encompassing ten books translated from nine Indian languages, resists the 
idea of a chronicle as a singular canon, a concluded story, or a monolithic 
telling. Instead, Chronicles o�ers a vibrant archive of subcontinental 
stories, lived histories, and traditions of criticism – captured in essays and 
life-writing across India’s many languages and regions.

SPOTLIGHT  
Ashoka Centre for Translation
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The remaining seven books (with three due for publication later in the year) in the 

Chronicles series take its aims further. These forthcoming narratives – translated from 

Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, Kannada, and Malayalam – include:

Being Modern: A Biography of Ananda Ram 
Dhekial Phookan

by Gunabhiram Barua (Assamese)  

translated by Banani Chakravarty

Ninaivu Alaigal  

by Dr TSS Rajan (Tamil)  

translated by N Kalyan Raman

A Women’s History of Malayalam 
�eatre  

by Sajitha Madathil (Malayalam) 

translated by Jayasree Kalathil

Amar Katha  
by Binodini Dasi (Bengali)  

translated by Arunava Sinha

Bharatayatre  

by Lakshmisha Tolpadi (Kannada)  

translated by Vanamala Viswanatha

Raghnak: �e Saga of Mahar 
Landlordism  

by Shekhar Govindrao Korde (Marathi)  

translated by Prashant Ingole

Yatra Smrithi  
by Dasarathi Krishnamacharya (Telugu) 

translated by T Vijay Kumar

Chronicles leverages the potential of translation to refract the idea of an ‘Indian’ 

canon, oΊering a common thread that moves across media and languages, richly 
intersecting but never taking on a singular articulation.
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Ashoka Global 
Research 
Alliances (AGRA) 
Catalysing a Global Future for Research

With Ashoka stepping into its second decade, the University’s 

vision of a globally signi�cant, research-intensive institution 

continues to take shape. Ashoka Global Research Alliances 

(AGRA), established to enable this ambition, has made signi�cant 

strides in developing research-led partnerships, strengthening 

research infrastructure, and shaping a sustainable ecosystem for 

collaborative research and innovation.

GLOBA L R ESE A RCH A LLI A NCES  
Connecting ideas, people, and frontiers
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Blending Teaching 
and Research 

Ashoka’s growing network of global partnerships is 

rede�ning how research, teaching, and innovation 

connect across borders.

At Ashoka, research is not seen as separate from teaching, but as integral to it – where 

students learn by doing and faculty model the curiosity and rigour they seek to inspire.

AGRA is laying the groundwork for integrating Undergraduate Research Programmes and 

Undergraduate Research Training Labs into Ashoka’s four-year Honours with Research 

degree. This structured model will support thesis development, research skill-building,  

and incubation opportunities for students.
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Partnerships: Shaping 
Global Research 
Alliances
Engaging with global universities, 

research councils, industry and 

civil society brings mentorship, 

funding, and visibility. AGRA has 

facilitated several discussions on 

research-focused partnerships 

– involving di�erent models 

of engagement. �e Centres of 

Excellence, visiting scholars, and 

international research clusters 

help anchor the University within 

global networks.

Key Partnerships 

Forged in 2024–25

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  E D I N B U R G H

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  S A N  D I E G O



Mobility through Erasmus+

Ashoka is growing faculty and PhD mobility 

through Erasmus+ programmes with Université 

Côte d’Azur, Central European University, and 

Linnaeus University.

Humanities on the Global Map

Ashoka’s engagement with the Global  

Humanities Alliance (led by University of 

Melbourne) and sustained membership in  

the Cambridge-led Global Humanities Network 

signal a strong push towards internationalising 

and decolonising the Humanities.

Ashoka remains the only Indian institution 

engaging with the National Humanities Center, 

enabling opportunities such as the summer 

residency and other projects for its faculty – and 

in the future, for students as well.
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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M E L B O U R N E

M O N A S H  U N I V E R S I T Y

S C H O O L  O F  O R I E N T A L  A N D  A F R I C A N  S T U D I E S

W A R W I C K  U N I V E R S I T Y

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G H E N T

K U  L E U V E N

G L A S G O W  U N I V E R S I T Y
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Infosys Foundation Advanced 
Chemical Biology Lab
A landmark collaboration between Infosys Foundation and Ashoka, 

this facility is advancing cutting-edge biochemical research. It is  

equipped with:

•	 NMR Spectroscopy

•	 Field-Emission Scanning  

Electron Microscopy

•	 Imaging Mass Cytometry

•	 Single Crystal X-Ray DiΊractometry

Marking the beginning of a new era in interdisciplinary research, these  

initiatives signi΋cantly enhance Ashoka’s in-house scientific infrastructure, 
positioning the University as a nucleus for high-impact scienti΋c collaboration.

•	 ZEISS Lattice Lightsheet 7

•	 ZEISS Elyra 7 LS (Lattice SIM2) with  

Dual sCMOS Camera

•	 ZEISS LSM 980 NLO

•	 ZEISS Cell Discoverer 7 with  

LSM 900 Airyscan

The facility supports research across ΋elds such as Cell 
Biology, Developmental Biology, Immunology, Neuroscience, 

Cancer Research, and Soft Condensed Matter Physics. It 

aims to serve as a shared resource for institutions 

across India.

Ashoka-Zeiss Core Imaging Facility

Featuring India’s ΋rst in-class microscopes, this facility 
is now operational at the Trivedi School of Biosciences – 

bringing cutting-edge bio-imaging technology to Ashoka. 

Established through a collaboration with ZEISS Research 

Microscopy Solutions (Carl ZEISS, India), the facility 

oΊers students, researchers, and collaborators access to 
advanced research microscopes:

Investments in Research 
Infrastructure 
Labs, digital databases, libraries, and administrative 

support are integral to successful research ecosystems. 

In the last year, AGRA spearheaded the development of 

two state-of-the-art research facilities:



Ashoka-Zeiss Certi�ed 
Professional Course in Advanced 
Microscopy

Launched in June 2025, this three-month 

hybrid course – open to professionals and 

graduates – marks Ashoka’s ΋rst certified 
oΊering in advanced research training.

The programme combines classroom 

lectures, hands-on lab sessions, online 

modules, and ΋eld visits – with a 
professionally curated curriculum that 

covers both foundational principles and 

advanced microscopy techniques for 

clinical and material sciences.

The Ashoka–Zeiss partnership stands 

out with Zeiss’s direct investment and 

dedicated expertise, ensuring cutting-edge 

use of the facility. This model can serve 

as a catalyst for fostering future industry–

academia collaborations.
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Ashoka Hosts Antoine Petit, Chairman 
and CEO, the French National Centre 
for Scienti�c Research (CNRS)

Ashoka hosted Antoine Petit, Chairman and CEO, 

Centre National de la Recherche Scienti΋que 
(CNRS), marking a signi΋cant step in scientific 
cooperation between India and France. 

Two panels on Data and Society marked the 

occasion – ‘The Circulation and Friction in 

Knowledge Production’ and ‘Societal Challenges 

as Catalysts for Scienti΋c and Technological 
Breakthroughs’. While the ΋rst drew linkages 
between philosophical approaches to justice, 

population health, and a human approach to 

data; the second panel focused on the importance 

of contexts in utilising any kind of data. 



�e Road Ahead
This summer, Ashoka hosted two Nobel Laureates 

– Sir Paul Nurse and Professor Brian Schmidt – 

through landmark engagements that reΌect its rising 
stature as a global research hub. While Sir Paul’s 

visit explored pathways for a potential Crick-Ashoka 

collaboration, Prof Schmidt’s multi-institutional 

tour across India further anchored Ashoka within 

international scienti΋c networks. 

In parallel, AGRA is laying the groundwork for a 

Όagship event that will bring ambassadors and 
counsellors from key embassies to campus – 

spotlighting Ashoka’s growing research footprint and 

evolving models of global engagement.

To sustain and scale these eΊorts, the University 
is also developing a robust Framework for Global 

Engagement. This strategic blueprint will enable long-

term partnerships, funding pipelines and equitable 

access to global research opportunities – especially 

for students on scholarship. As Ashoka’s research 

vision expands in scale and sophistication, AGRA’s 

integrative approach continues to shape a globally 

connected, interdisciplinary academic future.
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HISTORY PR ESERV ED  
Ashoka’s Archives of Contemporary India

History  
Preserved 
Ashoka’s Archives of Contemporary India

The Archives of Contemporary India (ACI), 

supported by HDFC, was established in 2017 

to collect and preserve documents from India’s 

contemporary history. In less than a decade, 

it has emerged as a vital resource for scholars 

and students, oΊering access to rare private 
and institutional papers that trace India’s 

post-independence journey through economic 

reforms, scienti΋c advances, environmental 
challenges, movements for women’s 

empowerment, and other social and 

political transformations. 

The Archives aim to promote knowledge creation, 

preservation, and dissemination, safeguarding 

India’s rich cultural, social, and political heritage.

Through its high-quality services, ACI enables 

the eΊective use of these materials in forms 
most relevant to its users. Today, Ashoka is 

the only private university in India to house an 

archive of this magnitude and stature. With its 

growing repository, ACI aspires to become one 

of the foremost centres for historical and social 

science research in the country – building an 

indispensable repository of public aΊairs.

Among its prized collections are the original 

papers of former President Dr Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan; former Prime Minister Dr 

Manmohan Singh; playwright and veteran actor 

Girish Karnad; environmentalist Chandi Prasad 

Bhatt; and freedom �ghter and activist Captain 

Lakshmi Sahgal, amongst several others.  
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T O T A L  C O L L E C T I O N S  H O U S E D 

100+ 
D O C U M E N T S  D I G I T I S E D

3,00,000+

Ashoka is the only private university 

in the country to house an archive 

of this magnitude and stature – 

building an indispensable repository 

of public a�airs. �e Archives at 

Ashoka are the fastest-growing 

archives in India today.
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Between Languages: Researching Agyeya 
in the Ashoka Archives
Shubham Gupta, a PhD student in the 

Department of English, studies English not just 

as a language, but as a cultural system, using the 

term ‘Englishness’ to describe the sensibilities 

associated with English in India. In his doctoral 

research, Shubham argues that Indians, 

especially those bilingual in Hindi and English, 

often try to  remove traces of Englishness 

from their work. This he suggests leads to a 

stronger focus on one language or identity in a 

multilingual nation.

When Shubham began working on the Hindi 

writer SH Vatsyayan ‘Agyeya’ for a chapter of his 

thesis, he wasn’t sure where to start. “I remember 

sitting at my workstation, trying to ΋nd a way in,” 
he says. “Then realised – the answers I was looking 

for were just a few Όoors below.”

Since early 2025, Shubham has been poring over 

this rich material, sifting through manuscripts, 

letters, and diaries as he explores Agyeya’s 

relationship with language. His research reveals 

a man of paradoxes: though Agyeya ΋ercely 
advocated for Hindi, he was unmistakably 

shaped by English. The manuscripts and 

diaries complicate this tension, showing a 

writer constantly negotiating between linguistic 

inheritances, often questioning his own positions 

as he wrote and revised.

Shubham’s time in the Archives has opened 

new directions for his work. He has received a 

grant from the University of Wisconsin–Madison 

to conduct further archival research on the 

inΌuence of English on Hindi women writers. The 
process has not only reshaped his research but 

also how he thinks and reads. “I never knew I 

wanted to do archival work,” he reΌects.
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�e Agyeya Papers 
In 2023, the Archives acquired a large 

collection of the private papers of 

the famous Hindi writer, poet and 

journalist, Sachidanand Hiranand 

Vatsyayan ‘Agyeya’ (1911-1987) 

from Vatsal Nidhi. The collection 

includes correspondence with 

family, friends, contemporary writers 

and poets, journalists, publishers, 

and political ΋gures. The materials 
include diaries, notebooks, drafts, 

manuscripts, press clippings, 

pamphlets, photographs, and 

drawings. One of the free thinkers of 

the Hindi literary world, his papers 

are most signi΋cant for the study and 
research of trends in modern Hindi 

literature in the twentieth century.
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�e challenges the world faces, whether from a changing 

climate, from needing to meet expanding energy 

needs, dealing with problems of biodiversity loss or 

understanding the resurgence of con�icts, can only be 

tackled by understanding them better.

From the Dean 
of Research
The global research enterprise is currently challenged on many fronts. Many countries are 

cutting their support for research, as part of changes in their politics. But the challenges 

the world faces, whether from a changing climate, from needing to meet expanding energy 

needs, dealing with problems of biodiversity loss or understanding the resurgence of 

conΌicts, can only be tackled by understanding them better. Many such problems span the 
Sciences, Social Sciences, and Humanities. A scienti΋c or engineering solution must make 
sense from the point of view of Economics. We must understand how people think and act 

if behavioural changes must happen. We must be able to communicate at many levels, to 

ensure both awareness and action.

Ashoka members have written high-pro΋le books and published their work in high-
pro΋le scholarly journals. They have communicated their work in keynote talks, colloquia, 
and seminars, as well as written for the general public. We are especially proud of the 

involvement of students in research, at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

The Ashoka-ZEISS Core Imaging Facility is the ΋rst of its kind in India. It provides cutting-
edge microscopy technology to scientists in Ashoka and outside. Ashoka’s international 

partnerships have expanded. We are part of prestigious international networks such as the 

Global Humanities initiative. Our network of academic partnerships in Delhi-NCR help to 

de΋ne this region as an Indian hub for both high-quality research, across subjects, and in 
both pure and applied areas. Interdisciplinarity is our unique strength.

As research in traditional powerhouses such as the USA and the EU faces unprecedented 

challenges, this is India’s chance to make an impact. Research at Ashoka is uniquely placed 

in this respect.

Gautam Menon

 Enquiry | 53



54 | Enquiry  

Publications 
Books: 

1.	 Revolutionaries on Trial: Sedition, Betrayal, and Martyrdom, by 

Aparna Vaidik (History)

2.	 Inclusive Pedagogies: Teaching & Learning Practices in Higher 

Education in India, edited by Kanika Singh (Centre for Writing 

and Communication)

3.	 Dalit Ecologies: Caste and environment justice by Mukul 

Sharma (Environmental Studies)

4.	 Plant Thinkers of Twentieth-Century Bengal by Sumana Roy 

(Creative Writing)

5.	 Ecology and German Realism by Alexander Phillips (English)

6.	 Esoteric Orientalism, by Mandakini Dubey (English)

7.	 The Amateur by Saikat Majumdar (English)

8.	 The Light of Wilder Things by Ishan Shanavas (ASP 25)

Book Translations: 

Arunava Sinha, Creative Writing, Ashoka Center for Translation 

(Translations): 

9.	 Vadivasal (graphic novel), original by Perumal Murugan and 

Appupen, Jadavpur University Press 

10.	 Unstoppable Spring and Other Stories, original by Murshida 

Zaman, Bee Books

11.	 You, Mother, original by Jayasri Burman, Art Alive

12.	 Hospital Poems of Mathematics and Madness, original by Binoy 

Majumdar, Parabaas

13.	 Limited Unlimited, original by Sankar, Bloomsbury

14.	 First History Lessons: Clothes and Dressing, original by Dev 

Kumar Jhanjh and Debarati Bagchi, Public Domain

15.	 First History Lessons: Food and Eating, original by Anwesha 

Sengupta and Simantini Mukherjee, Public Domain

16.	 First History Lessons: Sports and Games, original by Anik 

Biswas and Kaustubh Mani Sengupta, Public Domain

17.	 Phantoms of August, original by Mashrur Are΋n, Penguin 
Random House

18.	 Unlove Story, original by Sudipto Pal, Seagull Books

19.	 Magadh, original by Shrikant Verma, Jadavpur University Press

20.	 A Touch of Salt, original by Anita Agnihotri, Penguin Random 

House

21.	 Ten Days of the Strike: Selected Stories, original by Sandipan 

Chattopadhyay, HarperCollins

Book Chapters:

1.	 Saha, K. (2024). Directed Spanning Forest for Ginibre Ensemble 

Is a Tree. In S. Athreya, A. G. Bhatt, & B. V. Rao (Eds.), Probability 

and Stochastic Processes: A Volume in Honour of Rajeeva L. 

Karandikar (pp. 159–176). Springer Nature. (Mathematics)

2.	 Periyasamy, G., Gupta, H., Chatterjee, S., & Paul, B. (2024). 

Expounding ConΌicts of Interest. In P. B. Joshi, P. P. Churi, & M. 
Pandey (Eds.), Scientiέc Publishing Ecosystem: An Author-Editor-
Reviewer Axis (pp. 123–138). Springer Nature. (Chemistry)

3.	 Alavi, S. (2024). French Careers in Eighteenth-Century India. 

In T. Burnard, E. Hart, & M. Houllemare (Eds.), The Oxford 

Handbook of the Seven Years’ War (p. 0). Oxford University Press. 

(History)

4.	 Karnad, D. (2024). Marine Fisheries. In P. Cullet, L. Bhullar, & 

S. Koonan (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Environmental and 

Natural Resources Law in India (p. 0). Oxford University Press.  

(Environmental Studies)

5.	 Gohain, S. (2024). Arunachal as Gateway and Arunachal as 

Frontier. In A. Chakrabarti, G. Chakraborty, & A. S. Chakraborty 

(Eds.), Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability: Perspectives 

from Northeast India (pp. 147–161). Springer Nature. (Sociology 

and Anthropology)

6.	 Theraja, A. (2024). Living straight, writing queer: Experiences 

with academic publishing as a closeted Indian woman. In Novice 

LGBTQ+ Scholars’ Practices in Writing for Scholarly Publication. 

Routledge. (Centre for studies in Gender and Sexuality)

7.	 Pinheiro, A., & Govind, M. (2024). Urban Home Gardening and 

Agri-Food System Transitions Toward Sustainability in Kerala. 

In Sustainable Urban Agriculture. CRC Press. (Environmental 

Studies)

8.	 Al-Kodmany, K., Govind, M., Khan, S., Pinheiro, A., & Kole, C. 

(2024). Navigating urban agriculture for sustainability. In Urban 

Agriculture and Sustainability (pp. 1–22). CRC Press/Taylor & 

Francis. (Environmental Studies)

9.	 Srivastava, S. (2024). The Mimic and the Uncanny: Reading 

Waste in English, August. In G. Biotti, I. V. Chandra, & N. 

Haouchine (Eds.), Uncanny Perspectives in Literature and Culture: 

Texts, Images, Experiences (pp. 301–322). Springer Nature 

Switzerland. (Centre for Writing and Communication, CWC)

10.	 Singh, R. W. (2024). Maternal Bodies in the Garden: Transit 

Spaces. In Performing Maternities (pp. 250–252). Intellect. ()

11.	 Kumar, A., Israr, J., Mishra, H. P., & Singh, I. (2024). Cell-

Free Systems in Metabolomics. In V. Singh (Ed.), Advances in 

Metabolomics (pp. 257–266). Springer Nature. (Koita Centre for 

Digital Health at Ashoka)

12.	 Govind, M., & Pinheiro, A. (2024). Multifunctional Urban 

Agriculture and Sustainability: A Global Overview. In Sustainable 

Urban Agriculture. CRC Press. (Environmental Studies)

13.	 Mukharji, P. B. (2024). Ramendrasundar Tribedi and a Sonic 

History of Race in Colonial Bengal. In P. McMurray & P. 

Mukhopadhyay (Eds.), Acoustics of Empire: Sound, Media, and 

Power in the Long Nineteenth Century (p. 0). Oxford University 

Press. (History)

14.	 Mishra, A., Khan, K., & Kumar, D. (2025). Structural Biology: 

Current Trends and Future Perspectives. In U. Tripathy (Ed.), 

Biochemical and Biophysical Methods in Molecular and Cellular 

Biology (pp. 285–303). Springer Nature. (Trivedi School of 

BioSciences)

15.	 Paul, D. (2025). Survivors Tra΍cking Social Media: Reimagining 
Rehabilitation of Survivors of Human Tra΍cking in the Digital 
Space. In Combating Human Traίcking. Apple Academic Press. 

(Centre for Studies in Gender and Sexuality)

16.	 Lahiri, N. (2025). How an Environmentalist Saved Historic 

Badrinath: Chandi Prasad Bhatt and a Forgotten Temple 

Agitation. In C. Williamson & P. Crook (Eds.), Archaeology, 

History, Philosophy and Heritage: Essays in Honour of Tim Murray 

(pp. 109–120). Springer Nature Switzerland. (History)

17.	 Jain, V., Gupta, T., & Maity, M. (2025). Synthesizing Soft 

Materials. In Soft Materials-Based Biosensing Medical 

Applications (pp. 25–80). John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. (Chemistry)

18.	 Agrawal, A., Madhavan, V., & Dutta, U. (2025). Clinicians View 

on the Way Forward. In R. Sethuraman & R. Pandey (Eds.), 

Pathogens and Environmental Impact on Life Forms: Multi-

faceted Pathogen Society Interactome (pp. 393–399). Springer 

Nature Switzerland. (Biology, Trivedi School of BioSciences)

19.	 Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). What 

Determines How SDGs Are Delivered? In D. Pal, S. Valliappan 

Krishna, & S. Singh Chadha (Eds.), Violence and Development 

along the India-Pakistan Border in Jammu & Kashmir: Impact of 



Ceaseέre Violations on SDGs 3, 4, and 8 (pp. 11–23). Springer 

Nature Switzerland. 

20.	 Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). How 

Violence AΊects Health, Education, and Economic Activity. In D. 
Pal, S. Valliappan Krishna, & S. Singh Chadha (Eds.), Violence and 

Development along the India-Pakistan Border in Jammu & Kashmir: 

Impact of Ceaseέre Violations on SDGs 3, 4, and 8 (pp. 27–63). 

Springer Nature Switzerland.

21.	 Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). The 

Status of Public Goods in J&K. In D. Pal, S. Valliappan Krishna, & 

S. Singh Chadha (Eds.), Violence and Development along the India-

Pakistan Border in Jammu & Kashmir: Impact of Ceaseέre Violations 
on SDGs 3, 4, and 8 (pp. 7–10). Springer Nature Switzerland. 

Book Review:
1.	 Narayanan, A. (2024). Gaztambide’s time machine: Decolonizing 

psychoanalytic technique: Putting Freud on Fanon’s Couch, 

by Daniel Jose Gaztambide, 2024, 328 pp., ISBN 978-3-31-

48475-9 Routledge. £37.99. Psychodynamic Practice, 0 (0), 1–3. 

(English and Creative Writing, Harish and Bina Shah School of 

Humanities)

2.	 Weltman, D. (2025). Sharing Territories: Overlapping Self-

Determination and Resource Rights, Written by Cara Nine. 

Journal of Moral Philosophy, 22 (1–2). (Philosophy)

3.	 Atreya, A. (2025). Book review: Sahana Ghosh, A Thousand 

Tiny Cuts: Mobility and Security Across the Bangladesh–India 

Borderlands. Migration and Development, 14(1), 149–152. 

(Sociology and Anthropology)

4.	 Raghavan, P. (2025). Jayita Sarkar. Ploughshares and Swords: 

India’s Nuclear Program in the Global Cold War. The American 

Historical Review, 130(1), 414–415. (International Relations)

5.	 Singh, A. (2025). Book review: Razak Khan, Minority Pasts: 

Locality, Emotions, and Belonging in Princely Rampur. The 

Medieval History Journal, 28(1), 136–139. (History)

6.	 Sarma, A. (2025). Mumbai on Two Wheels: Cycling, Urban Space, 

and Sustainable Mobility. South Asian Review, 1–3. (Sociology and 

Anthropology)

Research Publications: 
1.	 de Bont, J., Krishna, B., Stafoggia, M., Banerjee, T., Dholakia, H., 

Garg, A., Ingole, V., Jaganathan, S., Kloog, I., Lane, K., Mall, R. K., 

Mandal, S., Nori-Sarma, A., Prabhakaran, D., Rajiva, A., Tiwari, A. 

S., Wei, Y., Wellenius, G. A., Schwartz, J., … Ljungman, P. (2024). 

Ambient air pollution and daily mortality in ten cities of India: A 

causal modelling study. The Lancet Planetary Health, 8(7), e433–

e440. (Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), 

Trivedi School of Biosciences)

2.	 Saha, D. (2024). Encountering the Strange Feminine: Failure of 

Partition and Masculine Hegemony in Saadat Hasan Manto’s 

‘Colder Than Ice’ (‘Thanda Gosht’). Journal of Intercultural Studies, 

45(5), 880–898. (English)

3.	 Bhatia, R. (2024). Positivity and matrix inequalities: Some 

reminiscences of K. R. Parthasarathy. Indian Journal of Pure and 

Applied Mathematics, 55(3), 949–956. (Mathematics)

4.	 Krishna, M. (2024). Regularity of the integrated density of states 

in the continuous spectrum. Indian Journal of Pure and Applied 

Mathematics, 55(3), 957–965. (Mathematics)

5.	 Luo, W., Tang, Q., Chattopadhyay, B., Garg, K. M., Rheindt, F. 

E., & Wee, A. K. S. (2024). The last stand: Demographic and 

population genomic analysis reveals terminal endangerment in 

tropical timber species Vatica guangxiensis. Conservation Letters, 

17(4), e13036. (Trivedi School of Biosciences)

6.	 Ghosh, A., & Zakharov, D. (2024). The Prym Variety of a Dilated 

Double Cover of Metric Graphs. Annals of Combinatorics, 29(2), 

439–460. (Mathematics)

7.	 Khaniejo, N., & and Julka, A. (2024). A composite monotheism? 

Pakistani state identity and support to the Khalistan movement, 

post 1984. Sikh Formations, 20(3), 211–229. 

(International Relations)

8.	 Gupta, R., Pandey, S. B., Gupta, S., Chattopadhayay, T., 

Bhattacharya, D., Bhalerao, V., Castro-Tirado, A. J., Valeev, 

A., Ror, A. K., Sharma, V., Racusin, J., Aryan, A., Iyyani, S., & 

Vadawale, S. (2024). A Detailed Time-resolved and Energy-

resolved Spectro-polarimetric Study of Bright Gamma-Ray 

Bursts Detected by AstroSat CZTI in Its First Year of Operation. 

The Astrophysical Journal, 972(2), 166. (Physics)

9.	 Kumar, U., & Das, S. (2024). A generalized method of 

constraining Warm InΌation with CMB data. Journal of Cosmology 

and Astroparticle Physics, 2024(10), 058. (Physics)

10.	 Likhar, A. R., Cheran, A., Sengupta, A., Dutta, C., Kumar, J., 

& Asthana, D. (2024). Aggregation-induced generation of 

circularly polarized luminescence in naphthaleneimide-based 

nanostructures with high dissymmetry factor. Chemical 

Communications, 60(68), 9022–9025. (Chemistry)

11.	 Dutta, P., Awasthi, A., Rajiva, A., Manchanda, N., Jharia, I., Rajesh, 

J. G., Mandal, S., Cros, M. J., & Prabhakaran, P. (2024). Assessing 

the Health Impacts of Climate Change in India: Strategies for 

Mitigation and Adaptation. ISEE Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). 

(Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), 

Trivedi School of Biosciences)

12.	 Roy, G., Sengupta, A., Likhar, A. R., & Asthana, D. (2024). A 

supramolecular host matrix for preserving Όuorescence in the 
solid-state. Soft Matter, 20(32), 6327–6331. (Chemistry)

13.	 Kumar, P., Bharath, M., Rasool, A., Demeshko, S., Bommakanti, 

S., Mukhopadhyay, N., Gupta, R., Dar, M. A., & Ghosh, M. (2024). 

Bioinspired Diiron Complex with Proton Shuttling and Redox-

Active Ligand for Electrocatalytic Hydrogen Evolution. Inorganic 

Chemistry, 63(35), 16146–16160. (Chemistry)

14.	 Dureja, A., & Negi, D. (2024). Birth Order Eάects in Maternal 
Health-Seeking Behavior: Evidence from India (SSRN Scholarly 

Paper No. 4908246). Social Science Research Network. 

(Economics) 

15.	 Menon, J. S., Wolfson, M., Ravi, D., Yadav, A., Todkar, S., Singh, S., 

Anand, K., Kumar, A., Lal, C., Prakash, A., Mukherjee, D., Mandal, 

S., Prabhakaran, D., Sieber, N., Babu, G. R., Prabhakaran, P., 

& Koutrakis, P. (2024). Chemical characterization and source 

identi΋cation of indoor PM2.5 in urban and rural households 
in India. ISEE Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre for Health 

Analytics Research and Trends, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

16.	 Rajput, P., Dutta, A., Lata, R. K., Singh, S., Mohan, D., Menon, J., 

Jaganathan, S., Mandal, S., Prabhakaran, P., Walia, G. K., Gupta, 

R., Mohan, S., Yajnik, C., Ganguly, E., Gupta, V., Mohan, V., 

Reddy, K. S., Schwartz, J., Gupta, T., & Prabhakaran, D. (2024). 

Chemical Speciation of Ambient PM2.5 From Indian Seven Cities: 

GEOHealth HEALS Analytical Protocol. ISEE Conference Abstracts, 

2024(1). (Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends, 

Trivedi School of Biosciences)

17.	 Negi, D. S., & Barrett, C. B. (2024). Consumption Smoothing, 

Commodity Markets, and Informal Transfers. Working Papers, 

Article 116. (Economics)

18.	 Anand, K., Meyer, C. L., Nugent, R., Prabhakaran, D., Mandal, S., 

& Prabhakaran, P. (2024). Developing a global methodology to 

estimate the health and economic impact of ambient PM2.5. 

ISEE Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre for Health Analytics 

Research and Trends,Trivedi School of Biosciences)

19.	 Anand, K., Purohit, N., Jyani, G., Kaur, N., Monga, D., Rengarajan, 

A., Menon, J. S., Kumar, A., K., M., Pramanik, S., Tandon, S., 

Prabhakaran, D., Swaminathan, S., Prinja, S., & Prabhakaran, P. 

(2024). Developing an Investment Case for Ambient Air Pollution 

in Two Cities of India. ISEE Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre 

for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), Trivedi 

School of Biosciences)

20.	 Jertberg, R. M., Wienicke, F. J., Andruszkiewicz, K., Begeer, S., 

Chakrabarti, B., Geurts, H. M., de Vries, R., & Van der Burg, E. 

(2024). DiΊerences between autistic and non-autistic individuals 
in audiovisual speech integration: A systematic review and 

meta-analysis. Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews, 164, 

105787. (Psychology)

21.	 Walia, G. K., Mandal, S., Agarwal, T., Jaganathan, S., Prabhakaran, 

P., Schwartz, J., & Prabhakaran, D. (2024). DNA methylation as 

 Enquiry | 55



56 | Enquiry  

a potential mediator between ambient PM2.5 exposure and 

myocardial infarction in Indian population. ISEE Conference 

Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre for Health Analytics Research and 

Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences)

22.	 Srinivasan, S., Sharma, M., Sonam, K., Tobge, R., Chunit, K., 

Thuktan, T., Chhering, T., Gurmet, K., Thinley, T., Khanyari, M., 

& Suryawanshi, K. (2024). Encounter rates and active nests of 

raptors in the Indian Trans-Himalaya: Towards a long-term 

monitoring program. (Environmental Studies)

23.	 Hunter, B., Montgomery, B., Sridhar, A., & Markant, J. (2024). 

Endogenous Control and Reward-based Mechanisms Shape 

Infants’ Attention Biases to Caregiver Faces. Developmental 

Psychobiology, 66(6), e22521. (Psychology)

24.	 Kalra, P., Samolia, M., Bashir, A. U., Avasare, V. D., & Ingole, 

P. P. (2024). Engineered Electron-De΋cient Sites at Boron-
Doped Strontium Titanate/Electrolyte Interfaces Accelerate the 

Electrocatalytic Reduction of N2 to NH3: A Combined DFT and 

Experimental Electrocatalysis Study. ACS Applied Materials & 

Interfaces, 16(29), 37938–37951. (Chemistry)

25.	 Menon, J. S., Roy, A., Mukherjee, D., R., D., Todkar, S., Yadav, 

A., Gupta, R., Babu, G. R., Mandal, S., Prabhakaran, P., & 

Consortium, C. (2024). Environmental pollutant exposures and 

children’s cognitive, academic and mental health outcomes 

in India. ISEE Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre for Health 

Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of 

Biosciences)

26.	 Adhya, S., Lahiri, A., Sanyal, D. K., & Das, P. P. (2024). Evaluating 

Negative Sampling Approaches for Neural Topic Models. 

IEEE Transactions on Artiέcial Intelligence, 5(11), 5630–5642. 

(Computer Science)

27.	 Dahiya, K., Sharma, B., & Saha, S. (2024). Formation of Magnetic 

Vortex in a Square Nanomagnet and Their Dynamics (SSRN 

Scholarly Paper No. 4898901). Social Science Research Network. 

(Physics)

28.	 Singh, V., Agrawal, A., Roy, S. S., Singh, V., Agrawal, A., & Roy, 

S. S. (2024). Generation of models and validation of molecular 

signatures with human NAFL patient dataset. Journal of Clinical 

and Experimental Hepatology, 14. (Trivedi School of Biosciences)

29.	 Cherian, P., Kshirsagar, J., Neekhra, B., Deshkar, G., 

Hayatnagarkar, H., Kapoor, K., Kaski, C., Kathar, G., Khandekar, 

S., Mookherjee, S., Ninawe, P., Noronha, R. F., Ranka, P., 

Sinha, V., Vinod, T., Yadav, C., Gupta, D., & Menon, G. I. (2024). 

BharatSim: An agent-based modelling framework for India. 

PLOS Computational Biology, 20(12), e1012682. (Physics and 

Computer Science)

30.	 Prabhakaran, D., Sieber, N. L., Jaganathan, S., Mandal, S., 

Prabhakaran, P., Walia, G. K., Menon, J. S., Rajput, P., Gupta, T., 

Mohan, S., Kondal, D., Rajiva, A., Dutta, A., Krishna, B., Yajnik, C., 

Mohan, D., Ganguly, E., Madhipatla, K., Sharma, P., … Schwartz, 

J. (2024). GEOHealth Health EΊects of Selected Environmental 
Exposomes Across the Life CourSe (HEALS)-India. ISEE 

Conference Abstracts, 2024(1). (Centre for Health Analytics 

Research and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences)

31.	 Shyamchand Singh, S., Mukherjee, A., Raghunathan, P., Ray, D., 

& Banerjee, A. (2024). High segregation and diminished global 

integration in large-scale brain functional networks enhances 

the perceptual binding of cross-modal stimuli. Cerebral Cortex, 

34(8), bhae323. (Psychology)

32.	 Mandal, S., Kuriakose, S., & Shridhar, K. (2024). Investigating 

the role of gut microbiome in the association between ambient 

air pollution and type-2 diabetes mellitus: A causal inference 

approach using review of evidence to date. Frontiers in 

Environmental Health, 3.  (Centre for Health Analytics Research 

and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences)

33.	 Ramesh, A., Sharma, M., & Isvaran, K. (2024). Social clues in 

risky pools: Perceived conspeciέc rivals strongly modify individual 
oviposition decisions in response to larval predation and 

competition (p. 2024.07.03.602002). bioRxiv. (Environmental 

Studies)

34.	 Bhatia, R. (2024). K. R. Parthasarathy as a teacher of 

mathematics. Indian Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics, 
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204.	 Kundu, N., Rana, M., Ghosh, A., & Nandi, D. (2025). Observation 

of Resonant Tunneling from Molecular Shape into Vibronic 

Feshbach Resonances Followed by Mode-Speciέc Fragmentation 

(No. arXiv:2505.00532). arXiv. (Chemistry)

205.	 Cherian, P., & Menon, G. I. (2025). Modelling a potential zoonotic 

spillover event of H5N1 inήuenza (p. 2025.04.28.25326570). 

medRxiv. (Physics)
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206.	 Pattnaik, B., Bangaru, S., Rai, D., Tak, J., Bhatraju, N., Kashyap, 

S., Kumari, J., Verma, U., Yadav, G., Dhaliwal, R. S., Mittal, S., 

Tiwari, P., Hadda, V., Madan, K., Agrawal, A., Guleria, R., & 

Mohan, A. (2025). MicroRNA expression in exhaled breath 

condensate diΊerentiates between asthma and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. Journal of Breath Research, 

19(3). (Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

207.	 Gupta, M., Mallick, D., Kumar, D., & Kumar, R. (2025). Genomic 

and Structural Insights into Chandipura Virus: A Comparative in 

Silico Analysis of Indian and West African Strains and Potential 

Host Receptor Interactions. Current Microbiology, 82(6), 286. 

(Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

208.	 Menon, M. (2025). Objectifying Desire in Goliyon Ki Rasleela: 

Ram-Leela. Shakespeare, 1–19. (English and Creative Writing)

209.	 Bolnick, D. I., Fuess, L. E., Graham, A. L., Khan, I., Steinel, N. C., 

& Vaziri, G. J. (2025). Evolutionary Immunology. (Biology, Trivedi 

School of Biosciences)

210.	 Talukdar, K., Nayak, M. K., Vaval, N., & Pal, S. (2025). Relativistic 

Extended-Coupled-Cluster Calculations of P,T-Odd Sensitivity 

Parameters for Diatomic Molecules. Journal of Chemical Theory 

and Computation, 21(11), 5481–5489. (Chemistry)

211.	 Bonett, S., Lin, W., Topper, P. S., Wolfe, J., GolinkoΊ, J., 
Deshpande, A., Villarruel, A., & Bauermeister, J. (2025). 

Correction: Assessing and Improving Data Integrity in Web-

Based Surveys: Comparison of Fraud Detection Systems in 

a COVID-19 Study. JMIR Formative Research, 9(1), e76462. 

(Psychology)

212.	 Dinesh, G., Rajalakshmi, C., K, A. K., Ganguly, S., Khalaf, H. H., 

& Alanssari, A. I. (2025). Transforming Marketing Analytics 

With Brain-Computer Interface Innovations. In Concepts and 

Applications of Brain-Computer Interfaces (pp. 243–256). IGI 

Global Scienti΋c Publishing. (HDFC Library)
213.	 Nageswaran, A., Mitra, P., Rai, M., Anand, D., Pratap, Y., 

& Padmanabhan, A. (2025). ARP2/3 regulates cell surface 

dynamics of CeTOCA-1 in C. elegans zygotes. Journal of 

Biosciences, 50(2), 40. (Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences) 

214.	 Chopra, V., & Srivastava, S. (2025). A friend of one’s own. 

Feminist Review, 139(1), 30–37. (Centre for Writing and 

Communication (CWC))

215.	 Kulkarni, S. M., Jacob, J. J., Praveen, T., Aravind, V., 

Subbulakshmi, R., Preethi, S., Lal, B., Gunasekaran, K., Manesh, 

A., Karve, S. M., Sudarsana, J., Bhattacharya, S., Shah, A., 

Nagaraj, S., Padaki, P., Jayakumar, S., Mathew, R., Rudresh, S. 

M., Qureshi, S., … Veeraraghavan, B. (2025). Multiplex PCR assay 

for the Rapid detection of Klebsiella pneumoniae pathotypes (p. 

2025.05.08.25327209). medRxiv. (Biology, Trivedi School of 

Biosciences)

216.	 Kurbidaeva, A., Gupta, S., Zaidem, M., Castanera, R., Sato, Y., 

Joly-Lopez, Z., Casacuberta, J. M., & Purugganan, M. D. (2025). 

Topologically associating domains and the evolution of three-

dimensional genome architecture in rice. The Plant Journal, 

122(4), e70139. (Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

217.	 Lahkar, R., & Mahanta, A. (2025). The best experienced payoΊ 
dynamic in the ultimatum minigame. International Journal of 

Game Theory, 54(1), 17. (Economics)

218.	 Martinez Peria, M., Mishra, P., Kirti, D., & Strasky, J. (2023). What 

Policy Combinations Worked? The EΊect of Policy Packages on 
Bank Lending during COVID-19. IMF Working Papers, 2023(025), 

1. (Economics)

219.	 Ghosh, A., Mitra, A., & Mukherji, R. (2025). Consumer Sentiment 

and Identity Politics: Evidence from India* (SSRN Scholarly Paper 

No. 5272524). Social Science Research Network. (Economics)

220.	 Bagchi, M., Bera, P., Beri, A., Bhattacharya, D., Bhattacharyya, 

B., Bhattacharyya, S., Chakraborty, M., Chatterjee, D., 

Chatterjee, S., Chattopadhyay, I., Das, S., Konar, S., Majumdar, 

P., Misra, R., Mukherjee, A., Mukhopadhyay, B., Pahari, M., 

Singh, K. K., Surnis, M., … Tendulkar, S. (2025). Astrophysics with 

Compact Objects: An Indian Perspective, Present Status and Future 

Vision (No. arXiv:2505.18238). arXiv. (Physics)

221.	 Tripathi, V. (2025). Dots: A Frugal Refreshable Tactile Dot Grid 

for Students with Visual Impairments. In C. Stephanidis, M. 

Antona, S. Ntoa, & G. Salvendy (Eds.), HCI International 2025 
Posters (pp. 194–205). Springer Nature Switzerland. (Mphasis 

Digital Makerspace)

222.	 Das, M., Kumar, V., Madhukalya, R., Saroj, A., Rout, A., 

Upadhyay, A., Naidu, G., Poluri, K. M., Tomar, S., Kumar, D., & 

Kumar, R. (2025). Puri΋cation, refolding, and pH-dependent 
stability evaluation of Zika virus EDIII protein. International 

Microbiology: The Oίcial Journal of the Spanish Society for 
Microbiology. (Biology)

223.	 Dutta, D. (2025). From Bandit Raja to Exemplary Devotee: 

Vaishnav Accounts of the Kingdom of Bishnupur. Religions of 

South Asia, 19(1), 58–81. (History)

224.	 Ramesh, H., Malhotra, R., Khurana, S., Pandey, D., Chhering, 

T., & Suryawanshi, K. R. (2025). Balancing act: Persistence of 

the red fox in the dog-dominated landscapes of the Trans-

Himalaya. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 

292(2048), 20250333. (Mphasis, Digital Makerspace)

225.	 Garg, K. M., Low, D. H. W., Lee, G., Lee, B. P. Y.-H., Mendenhall, 

I. H., Rheindt, F. E., Smith, G. J. D., & Chattopadhyay, B. (2025). 

Hybrid genome assembly of the widespread bat Rhinolophus 

lepidus provides insights into susceptibility to SARS-CoV-2 

infection and climate change threat. DNA Research: An 

International Journal for Rapid Publication of Reports on Genes 

and Genomes, 32(3), dsaf015. (Biology, Trivedi School of 

Biosciences)

226.	 Amale, H. S., & Negi, D. (2025). Fire in the Fields, Crime in the Air 

(SSRN Scholarly Paper No. 5280478). Social Science Research 

Network. (Economics)

227.	 Ghosh, S., Kundu, N., Ghosh, A., & Nandi, D. (2025). Electron 

Impact Fragmentation Dynamics of Carbonyl Sulέde: A Combined 
Experimental and Theoretical Study (No. arXiv:2506.12528). arXiv. 

(Chemistry)

228.	 Ghosh, S., Kharb, P., Sajjanhar, E., Pasetto, A., & Sebastian, B. 

(2025). Magnetic έeld in the Lobes of the Seyfert Galaxy NGC3516: 
Suggestions of a Helical έeld (No. arXiv:2506.11854). arXiv. 

(Physics)

229.	 Basu Mallik, A., Bhattacharya, M., & Bhowmik, A. (2025). 

Stochastic Choice: Attributes and Limited Attention (SSRN 

Scholarly Paper No. 5293317). Social Science Research Network. 

(Economics)

230.	 Mahajan, K., Tomar, S., & Saini, V. (2025). Job Search: Bridging 

the Miles to Non-Metro Locations (SSRN Scholarly Paper No. 

5286027). Social Science Research Network. (Economics)

231.	 Mukherjee, B., Singh, A. R., & Mishra, G. (2025). Role of 

bubble positioning in force induced melting of DNA (No. 

arXiv:2506.18821). arXiv. (Physics)

232.	 Kaur, M., & Bhattacharjee, S. M. (2025). A Qubit as a Bridge 

Between Statistical Mechanics and Quantum Dynamics (No. 

arXiv:2506.15931). arXiv. (Physics)

Grants/Fellowships

•	 Rintu Kutum’s (Computer Science) project was supported by the 

Public Health Alliance for Genomic Epidemiology (PHA4GE). He 

has also been awarded a grant from Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR).

•	 Gautam I Menon’s (Physics/Biology) research is funded by the 

National Modeling Disease Consortium, IIT B (BMGF & DBT),

•	 Projit B. Mukherji’s (History) project is sponsored by the History 

of Science Society.

•	 Laasya Samhita’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is 

supported by International Pathogen Surveillance Network 

(IPSN) convened by WHO.

•	 Manu Awasthi’s (Computer Science) research project is 

sponsored by Qualcom.

•	 Katuri Mitra’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research project is 

funded by The University of Central Asia (UCA).



•	 Dipanjan Ray’s (Psychology) project is supported by Science and 

Engineering Research Board (SERB).

•	 Sanjukta Dutta’s (History) research is funded by National 

Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS).

•	 Debayan Gupta’s (Computer Science) project is sponsored by 

United States-India Science & Technology Endowment Fund 

(USISTEF) and University of Toronto India Foundation.

•	 Rama S Akondy’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is 

supported by Council of Scienti΋c and Industrial Research (CSIR).
•	 Anurag Agrawal’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) project is 

funded by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and BIRAC.

•	 Geeta Trilok’s (Koita Centre for Digital Health, KCDH) research 

project is sponsored by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

•	 Bhanu Gupta’s (Economics) project is funded by the Institute of 

Department Studies.

•	 Ujjaini Dasgupta’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is 

sponsored by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).

•	 Poornima Prabhakaran’s (Centre for Health Analytics Research 

and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences) research 

project is funded by University of Edinburgh.

Faculty Achievements

•	 Munmun Ghosh (Chemistry), and her research group published 

a paper titled ‘Bioinspired Di-iron Complex with Proton Shuttling 

and Redox-Active Ligand for Electrocatalytic Hydrogen Evolution’ 

in the journal Inorganic Chemistry. In addition, the group had the 

honour of designing the journal’s cover page, with the artwork 

created by Bharath M, a PhD student in Dr. Ghosh’s lab.

•	 Satrangi Dastarkhwan, an anthology of writing on food in Hindi 

translation, co-edited by Sumana Roy (English and Creative 

Writing) was awarded Publishing Next’s Printed Book of the 

Year 2024.

•	 Mekhala Krishnamurthy (Sociology and Anthropology), 

was recognised as one of  LGIU’s top 25 Thinkers in Local 

Government. 

•	 Deepak Asthana (Chemistry) was named a Thieme Chemistry 

Journals Awardee for 2025.

•	 Manvi Sharma (Environmental Studies) and Sandeep Ameta 

(Biology) Ashoka University were awarded the Prime Minister’s 

Early Career Research Grant from the Anusandhan National 

Research Foundation (ANRF) for her research on Himalayan 

Carnivores.

•	 Sandeep Ameta (Biology) was awarded the Indo-French  

CEFIPRA grant.

•	 Divya Karnad (Environmental Studies) Ashoka University was 

honoured with the Bay of Bengal Programme - BIMReN grant 

for her research on ΋sheries in India and Bangladesh. 

Student Achievements

•	 Chandrakanth M and Biswajit Shit (Biology) won poster awards 

at the prestigious Indian Society of Evolutionary Biologists 

(ISEB5) Meeting, held at Lucknow University.

•	 Dinesh Jadhav and Dhoopchhaya Sarkar (Biology) secured top 

positions at the International Conference on Circadian Rhythms 

in Health and Diseases: From Discovery to Function, held in 

conjunction with the Biennial Meeting of the Indian Society 

for Chronobiology (InSC) at IIT Hyderabad. Dinesh Jadhav won 

΋rst prize in the Post-Doc/Student Snap Talk presentation, and 
Dhoopchhaya Sarkar won second prize in the poster presentation.

•	 Amit Ranjan (History) received the prestigious International 

Student and Early Career Research (ECR) Support Award from 

the Society of Archaeological Science.

•	 Anubhav Preet Kaur (CIAR) was awarded the Norman Newell 

early career research grant.

Meetings/Conferences

•	 The RDO supported the 1st International Conference on 

Sustainable Catalysis: Synthesis, Theory, and Applications 

(SusCat-STA 2024). The conference was organised by the 

Department of Chemistry, Ashoka University & Ashoka Centre 

for a People-centric Energy Transition (ACPET), in association 

with Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Kolkata.

•	 A conference titled ‘21st Century Cosmology- Tensions, 

Anomalies, and New Physics’ was organised by the department 

of Physics at Ashoka University.

•	 The RDO supported organising EURAXESS Research & 

Innovation Day. The event aimed to enhance awareness within 

Ashoka University’s academic community about the extensive 

involvement opportunities with Horizon Europe and highlighted 

the supportive services oΊered by the EURAXESS network.
•	 The RDO supported the Cognitive Science Seminar Series from 

21st October - 25th October 2024, organised by Supriya Ray, 

Associate Professor, HoD, Department of Psychology, Ashoka 

University.

•	 The RDO facilitated a workshop on ‘Archaeology and Ecology 

of Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve’ held on 22nd November 2024, 

organised by Prof. Nayanjyot Lahiri, Professor, Department of 

History, Ashoka University.

•	 The RDO organised the ‘Ashoka Colloquium: Nobel Prizes 

2024 (Physiology/Medicine, Physics, and Chemistry)’ on 19th 

November 2024. 

•	 The RDO supported the second edition of the Global Immuno 

Course,  hosted by the Trivedi School of Biosciences at Ashoka 

University from December 13 - 23, 2024, and organised by Dr. 

Imroze Khan, Assistant Dean, Research and Associate Professor 

of Biology, Ashoka University. 

•	 The RDO facilitated a Brain Network Dynamics Meeting (BraNDy 

2024) from December 14 - 15, 2024, organised by Dr. Dipanjan 

Ray, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Ashoka University and his 

collaborators.

•	 The RDO supported  the ‘BREW-ESA (Annual Conference)’ from 

December 15–17, 2024, organised by Dr. Srijita Ghosh, Assistant 

Professor of Economics, Ashoka University.

•	 The RDO supported the conference, ‘Current Advances in 

Chemical Sciences’ held from 7th March to 8th March 2025, 

organised by Dr. Munmun Ghosh & Dr. Deepak Asthana, 

Assistant Professors of Chemistry, Ashoka University.

•	 The RDO supported the conference on Recent Trends in Bio-

Physics and Spintronics held from March 10th to March 12th 

2025, organised by Dr. Susmita Saha & Dr. Garima Mishra, 

Assistant Professors of Physics, Ashoka University.

•	 The RDO facilitated the Sleep Regulation and Function 

Conference held from March 11th to March 14th 2025 

organised by Dr. Krishna Melnattur, Assistant Professor of 

Biology and Psychology, Ashoka University.

•	 Regional Young Investigator Meeting (IndiaBioscience) 2025 

held from March 19th to March 21st 2025 organised by Dr. 

Dipanjan Ray, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Ashoka 

University, Dr. Shivani Krishna, Assistant Professor of Biology, 

Ashoka University and Dr. Manvi Sharma, Assistant Professor 

of Environmental Studies, Ashoka University was supported by 

the RDO.

•	 RDO supported the Behavior, Ecology and Evolution (BEE) 

Symposium held on April 26–27, 2025, organised by Dr. Shivani 

Krishna, Assistant Professor of Biology, Ashoka University and 

Dr. Imroze Khan, Assistant Dean of Research and Associate 

Professor of Biology, Ashoka University.
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As Ashoka’s research ecosystem grows – from new 

schools and global partnerships to a thriving doctoral 

programme – its community of scholars continues to ask 

bold, boundary-crossing questions.

The third edition of Enquiry celebrates this spirit of 

exploration, highlighting ideas and collaborations that 

connect India’s research future to the world.


