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From the
Vice-Chancellor

Ashoka University enters its second decade, and our intellectual landscape continues

to expand academically and culturally. We are instilled with renewed energy, resolve,

and purpose. This year’s Enquiry captures this momentum, spotlighting some of the key

LOQLWLDWLYHY DQG VWRULHVY WKDW GH«QH RXU $VKRND FRPPXQLW\ WRGD\

From the growth of our PhD programme to the dynamic work emerging from the Centre
for Translation and the Archives of Contemporary India, Ashoka is rapidly building

the institutional architecture necessary to support long-term scholarship. The newly
inaugurated Zeiss Lab stands as a model of unique collaboration between academic
research and cutting-edge technology.

We are witnessing encouraging signs across the University with important accolades
being awarded to both our faculty and students, new centres, and research initiatives
being launched, and a growing number of research publications and grants received
across disciplines. This is matched by the development of critical infrastructure and the
strengthening of our postgraduate and undergraduate programmes.

Ashoka’s ambition is not only to be a leading research university in India but to
contribute actively towards global conversations through ideas, partnerships, and value
through which we shape the students and community. As we move forward, we remain
committed to a research ecosystem that is intellectually rigorous, socially responsive,
and globally engaged.

I invite you to explore this edition of  Enquiry as a window into the questions that animate
our campus and the scholars who are driving them forward.

Soma. ?a_-jdmdk:fj

Somak Raychaudhury

We remain committed to a research
ecosystem that is intellectually rigorous,

socially responsive, and globally engaged.
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the School
Lot

is deeply committed to bridging
s

Biosciences inaugurated
In February 2025, the Trivedi School

of Biosciences was inaugurated.
Science and society by integrating the

centres as well as the Koita Centre for
Natural and Social Sciences.

Digital Health — Ashoka University. The
School combines innovative research
and teaching at undergraduate and
postgraduate levels, led by expert

University’s dynamic Department of
faculty from around the world.

Supported by Ashok Trivedi, Ashoka
founder, the School houses the
Biology, along with a few thematic
With world-class resources like the
ZEISS Core Imaging Facility,

Trivedi School of
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Ashoka launches School
of Advanced Computing
(ASAC)

The Ashoka School of Advanced
Computing (ASAC), a pioneering
initiative to transform Computer
Science research and education in was announced in February 2025.
India, was launched in March 2025. 7KH 6FKRRO ZLOO RSHU ,QG
8658 VHHNV WR UHGHQH FRESKURWLEOD Qe in appiied
thinking by leading interdisciplinary
research in Computer Science,

Liberal Arts and Management and
integrated postgraduate programmes in
$UWL«<FLDO ,QWHOOLJHQFH
Learning, while also integrating these

paDrth(E'shcl)pl?lvllztllfglto%a'fl| institutions.
themes into both the Natural and

Social Sciences.

Ashoka announces
the Havells School
of Management and
Leadership

The establishment of the Havells
School of Management and Leadership

The School aims to combine
interdisciplinary learning with
specialisations in management, business,
and entrepreneurship, preparing young
leaders to tackle the world’s pressing

The School aims to address critical
societal challenges, including
healthcare, climate change,
sustainability, and public policy
using computational methods. It
ZLOO RSHU LQQRYDWLYH SURJUDPPHYV
combining Computer Science with

Entrepreneurship, Biology, and Al and

Data Science.

challenges and contribute to India’s
development agenda.

Preserving India’s living
heritage: Project INHERIt

Ashoka, in collaboration with The Helen
Hamlyn Trust, launched the INHERIT
project to preserve and promote India’s
cultural and natural heritage. The
project features various indigenous
communities of India, alongside experts

%uph é/s HiEtUri\érW?ana Safvi, naturalist

Yuvan Aves, and chef Sadaf Hussain.

,Q WKH «UVW \HDU WKH ,Q+(5,7 WH
conducted primary research across

the country. They travelled across the

Nilgiris, the Sundarbans, Kaziranga,

Mangaluru, Paradip, Ramgarh, and

Jaisalmer, documenting indigenous
WUDGLWLRQV SUDFWLFHV ERUD
The project has released a series of

episodes highlighting the genesis of

cities, the etymology of dishes, and

centuries-old culinary traditions.




ree Ashoka scholars
awarded the Felix
Scholarship in 2025

Three Ashokans have been awarded
the prestigious Felix Scholarship to
pursue their graduate studies this

year. Harsh Kumar Jha (UG 2025) will
pursue an MSc in Comparative Social
Policy at the University of Oxford.
Harsh is joined by two alumni, Fouzia
Fayaz (UG 2024) and Snigdha Arora
(ASP 2021), who will study International
Development, and Health and Tropical
Medicine, respectively. With these new
recipients, Ashoka has now produced a
total of nine Felix Scholars.

Undergraduate student
becomes one of the

youngest invitees at the

SDG Lab and Global
Shapers Summit

Ishan Pratap Singh (UG 2024) was the
youngest presenter and panellist at
the SDG Lab in Davos, Switzerland, a
UN initiative that fosters innovation for
the Sustainable Development Goals.
He was invited as an Al Champion for
Good for his work at Cooperationl7, a
QRQ SUR«W KH IRXQGHG

Ishan’s organisation focuses on
transforming decision-making
using Al. He also served as one of
the youngest city heads at the 2024
Global Shapers Annual Summit in
Geneva, organised by the World
Economic Forum.

Debayan Gupta wins
INR 1 crore grant for
Quantum Tech Research

Debayan Gupta, Assistant Professor of
Computer Science, and Dirac Labs have
jointly secured a INR 1 crore grant from
the Indo-US Science and Technology
Forum (IUSSTF) to advance research in
guantum technologies.

In August 2023, Debayan'’s research
group partnered with Dirac Labs to
apply gravity and magnetic data for
navigation and mineral exploration.
Dirac Labs — co-founded by Ashoka
alumna Aishwarya Das (UG 2021)
—is at the forefront of developing
guantum sensors for high-precision,
GPS-independent navigation. This
collaboration led to the prestigious
IUSSTF grant in 2024.

In 2025, Ashoka ranked rst amongst new-age
private universities under the Indian Institutional
Ranking Framework (IIRF).
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Fourth-year student
secures observation
time on US-based
telescope array

Esha Sajjanhar (ASP 2025) who
graduated with an advanced major

in Physics and a minor in Astronomy,
secured observation time on the
Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) —a
network of ten observing stations
across the United States.

She is working with Professor
Dipankar Bhattacharya to study the
low-mass X-ray binary GX339-4. Her
research focuses on characterising
its X-ray variability using data from
the Indian satellite AstroSat. Esha’s
proposal to the VLBA was successful,
receiving the full 18 hours of
observing time she requested.

Ashoka’s PhD Scholars

make their mark
on India’s research
landscape

Ashoka’s PhD scholars continue to
shine on national and international
platforms, bringing home accolades
across disciplines.

In Biology, Chandrakant M and Biswayjit

BHASHAVAAD

Mational Translation Conference

Centre for Translation
launches India’s rst
open-access database of
translations

The Ashoka Centre for Translation,

in collaboration with the New India

Foundation, launched Bhashavaad,

,QGLD V <UVW QRQ SURILW RS
and crowd-sourced database of Indian

6KLW UHFHLYHG SRVWHU D Zteaks@tionB.W WKH <IWK

Indian Society of Evolutionary Biologists

(ISEB) Meeting at Lucknow University.
From the same department, Dinesh
Jadhav and Dhoopchhaya Sarkar, also
earned top honours at the International
Conference on Circadian Rhythms in
Health and Diseases at IIT Hyderabad.

From the Department of History, Amit
Ranjan was awarded the prestigious
International Student and Early Career
Research (ECR) Support Award by the
Society of Archaeological Science — a
remarkable recognition of his work at
the intersection of Archaeology

and History.

Opening with 30,000+ entries, 6,500+
authors, and 7,000+ translators,
Bhashavaad serves as a centralised
and searchable repository. The
database includes works translated
from and into a wide variety of Indian
languages, including Tamil, Bengali,
Sanskrit, Telugu, Manipuri, Punjabi,
Gujarati, Dogri, and Tulu amongst
many others. The platform makes it
easier to discover translated works,
addressing a key gap in the national
translation ecosystem.
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Amit Chaudhuri’s books
reissued by New York
Review of Books

Undergraduate student
publishes two books on
wildlife in Sonipat

Ishan Shanavas (ASP 25) authored In 2024, the New York Review Books
Fauna In and Around Ashoka University (NYRB), as part of their NYRB Classics
D <HOG JXLGH GRFXPHQWLQ SeNeésK t¢isBued® @ Sttahtle and Sublime
around the campus. The book Address Afternoon Raag, and Freedom
captures fascinating information on Song
species of birds, reptiles, amphibians, Chaudhuri, Professor and Head of
and mammals found around campus Department, Creative Writing. Later
— documenting close to 130 species
of birds and more than 20 species of
mammals and reptiles.

— A New Worldand The Immortals —
will also join the imprint. NYRB will
additionally publish Incompleteness a
new selection of Amit’s essays.

Ishan, also an avid artist and
photographer, launched his second
book, The Light of Wilder Things at
the Ashoka Literature Festival 2025.
The book, which captures his journey
in the wilderness and explores
India’s rich biodiversity, was sold out
completely at the festival.

Known for its distinctive editorial
vision, the NYRB Classics series
showcases works of lasting literary
merit. The inclusion of his books

of Amit’s contribution to global
contemporary literature.

WKLV \HDU KLV IRXUWK DQ%rH

Ashoka leads dialogue
on global research with
European delegation

In September 2024, Ashoka
University hosted the EU Research
and Innovation (R&l) Info Day in
collaboration with the Delegation

WKH «<UVW WKUHH QRY IdfGheé BatoigRriWdion to India and

EURAXESS India.

The event showcased opportunities
(Yi\{ar']( re%eRar\((:H{le% }6 collaborate
with the EU and its member states,
providing participants the chance

to engage with representatives

from several EU R&l countries. It
highlighted funding opportunities
and collaborative projects under

+RUL]JRQ (XURSH ODULH 6N RGRZV

Curie Actions, and Erasmus+, along

PDUNV D VLJQL<FDQW UH F R withltbiMteRQesearch and innovation
SURJUDPPHV DQG IHOORZVKLSV R &

by the member states.




Faculty Achievements

Mekhala Krishnamurthy (Sociology and
Anthropology) was recognised as one of Local
Government Information Unit’s (LGIU) Top

25 Thinkers — for her research, policy, and
professional engagements across a range of

VXEMHFWYV DQG <HOG VLWHYV L QF Oet@ve@theseQytdhts Dhi work which aims at

women'’s courts, popular justice, public health
and nutrition, agriculture, regional and local
economies, amongst others.

Deepak Asthana (Chemistry)was named a
Thieme Chemistry Journals Awardee for 2025.
This recognition is granted to early-career
researchers making remarkable strides in
Organic Chemistry, selected by the journal’'s
editorial team.

Manvi Sharma (Environmental Studies)received
the Prime Minister’s Early Career Research
Grant from the Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF) for her research on
Himalayan carnivores.

Ashwini Deshpande (Economics)was awarded
the International Economics Association Fellow
Award last year. This fellowship recognises

10 economists from across the globe, for their
contributions to advancing new ideas and
producing high-quality policy research.

Sandeep Ameta (Biology)received the Early
Career Research Grant from ANRF. Additionally,
he was awarded the Indo-French CEFIPRA
grant, which enables cutting-edge collaborative
research between the two countries. He

developing ‘life-like’ synthetic chemical systems
and studying the evolution of functional RNAs to
understand the emergence of life.

Divya Karnad (Environmental Studies)was
honoured with the Bay of Bengal Programme
%,05H1 JUDQW IRU KHU UHVHDUFK RQ
India and Bangladesh. BIMReN is a platform for
facilitating collaboration among researchers
in the Bay of Bengal region, for sustainable
development of the blue economy.

Anustubh Agnihotri  (Political Science)was
selected as a Fellow at the Governance and Local
Development Institute for the year 2025-26.
Associated with the University of Gothenburg

and Cornell University, the Institute works with
societies around the world, using data and
developing methods to investigate problems that
societies face today.
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OVERVIEW

A round-up of research activities

Faculty strength has nearly
quadrupled since 2016

. Full-Time Faculty
117 90
136 116 86

. Visiting Faculty

97

180
169

54 152 156

125
36 115

92

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-2025

2020-21

- Number of Funding Agencies

- Number of Sponsored Projects

- Funding Amount (in INR)

70

20.12 Cr

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24
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PUBLICATIONS

2,500 [
2,120

1,970 .

2,000 |— R

1,564
1,500 —

1,000 — 822

545

500 |— 372
233

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

*Source: Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar, BMED,
IEEE, ABDC etc.

CITATIONS

9,573

10,000

8,000
ATTTTTT]

6,626

9] il
5,498 Tl
6,000 7]

o

3,839

4,000
2,716

1,721
2,000

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar,
PUBMED, IEEE, ABDC etc.

In the academic year 2024-25, 31 per cent of the 41.6 per cent of the
Biology led with 17 per cent of total publications total publications
total publications, followed by have international have corresponding
Economics and Chemistry collaborations authorship



FACULTY

A round-up of faculty research,
books, and breakthroughs

e Indira Years:
Leadership, Legacy, and
the Making of a

Postcolonial Nation

Srinath Raghavan
Professor of International Relations and History

Indira Gandhi’s rise
WR WKH ReFH
Minister in 1966 was
unexpected.
However, she soon
emerged as one of

INDIRA
il GANDHI

political leaders of her AND TEI
time, transforming YEARS
the world’s largest
democracy and
leaving behind a
controversial legacy.
How did one of the
most powerful
women of the
twentieth century
come to lead the
world’s largest democracy — and transform it in the process?

i
H
»
2
H
i

Srinath Raghavan explores this question in his new book,
Indira Gandhi and the Years That Transformed India. He
tells the story of Indira Gandhi’s political career and the
momentous changes that India experienced under her
leadership. Srinath argues that the “long 1970s” — a period
spanning from the mid-1960s (when Indira Gandhi rose

to power) to the mid-1980s (her assassination and its
aftermath) — was the hinge on which the contemporary
history of India turned.

According to Srinath, to understand the churn in
contemporary Indian politics, we need to go back to this
transformational period. Drawing on a massive trove of
fresh archival material, the book charts the fundamental
transformation of Indian politics, democracy, and economy
in these years. The book sheds new light on Indira Gandhi’s
politics and government, as well as on her adversaries

and critics, highlighting how she transformed the new
postcolonial nation into the India of today.
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When Pathogens Collide: Plant inkers of
What Co-Infections Teach Twentieth-Century
Us About Immunity Bengal: Poetics, Politics,

and Survival and a Foliage of ought

Imroze Khan Sumana Roy
Assistant Dean of Research and Associate Professor of Creative Writing

Associate Professor of Biolo
9y In Plant Thinkers of Twentieth-Century Bengal Sumana Roy

What happens explores an alternative intellectual history — one shaped not

by revolutions or manifestos, but by the quiet, persistent

LQEXHQFH RI SODQW OLIH :KDW LI ZH UHDG WZ

%HQJDO WKURXJK WKH OHQV RI LWV ERUD" +RZ
weeds, forests, and gardens shape

the region'’s stories, songs,

and philosophies?

when the immune
system faces more
than one invader
at a time? While
coinfection —a
condition wherein

two viruses Sumana brings together

a rich cast of writers,
scientists, poets, and
<OPPDNHUV LQFOXGLQJ

invade the host
simultaneously or
in a short period

DSHFWV RYHU RQH VL[WK Rl WKH JOREDO SUMANA KUY R P Hy&yadidh @handra
research has traditionally focused on the relations  hip : i Bose, Rabindranath
between a single host and a single pathogen. Imroze  Khan is PLAN Re Tagore, Bibhutibhushan
working towards shifting this paradigm. ] F H_\_I\[I":H ' Bandyopadhyay,

Jibanananda Das, Shakti
Chattopadhyay, and Satyaijit
Ray — whom she studies as
‘plant thinkers’. They are

In his recent study, Pathogen Growth and Virulence Dynamics P 1-_- \ ._.'.! I .
Drive the Host Evolution Against Coinfections he explores L =

how pathogens with varying growth rates and virulence
interact with host immunity. Conducted with his team —

including PhD scholars Srijan Seal and Kripanjali G hosh, and DOO «JXUHV ZKRVH FUHDWLY
postdoctoral researcher Dipendra Nath Basu — the study and intellectual work drew deeply from

XVHV UHG ERXU EHHWOHYV DV D PRGHO W RVegat e gnd imaginationmarany oge sgpipneering plant

highly virulent pathogens can suppress immune adaptation physiology experiments to the botanical metaphors in

and cause rapid mortality, leaving hosts more vulnerable to Bengali poetry and cinema, the book charts a poetics and

repeated outbreaks. politics that derived meaning, ethics, and resistance from

. . L the world of plants.
This research provides valuable insight into how re  al-

world coinfections, in both humans and animals, cou Id This work builds on Sumana Roy’s longstanding engag ement

DSHFW LPPXQH UHVSRQVHV ,Q DQLPDOV WKWMKWKY tHENL NEHY BHPSHG VHHG  WKH ,QGLDQ
obstruct the establishment of lasting immunity, ren  dering Alongside her earlier books as well as numerous ess  ays,

populations more susceptible to recurring outbreaks. Plant Thinkersrepresents a major new contribution to

The study, thus, underscores the need for more nuanced rethinking how we understand thought, feeling, and  ecology

vaccine strategies and to consider both infection speed in the context of South Asian intellectual life.

and virulence when managing disease risks in shared
ecosystems of humans, wildlife, and livestock.
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Rethinking Energy: Legacies on Trial:
Piezoelectric Biomaterials  Rethinking Sedition,

for “Healthy” Electricity Martyrdom, and Betrayal
Generation Aparna Vaidik

Professor of Histor
Santu Bera y

. . Is it ible t it hist
Faculty Fellow, Ramanujan Fellow of Chemistry> ' P22 ® %152 2 1820

One of the most pressing acts like spying, informing,
challenges of our time and denunciation — without
casting moral judgment?
Aparna Vaidik, grapples with
such questions in her new
book, Revolutionaries on
Trial: Sedition, Betrayal and
Martyrdom . She revisits the
infamous Lahore Conspiracy
Case and its principal martyrs
— Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and
Rajguru of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA).

is the exploration and
development of renewable
and green energy sources.
Among the emerging
solutions, piezoelectricity —
the ability of a material to
generate electricity when

2

s Vaidik

Revolu
on Trial

. . A
subjected to mechanical e
force — has come as a

promising alternative.
Mechanical energy is

abundantly available in the environment, from wind and While previous accounts viewed the trial as a miscarriage

ZDWHU ERZ WR PHFKDQLFDO YLEUDWLRQV BHM¥XM\WpboHP BWPROD7RMHUV D QHZ SHUVSHFWL
problem, however, is that most of the piezoelectric materials rare Indian, Pakistani, and British archives, she analyses the

that we know of today are toxic lead-based materials. elaborate roles of four sets of actors — the colonial state, the

revolutionaries, the renegades who turned witness, and the

To address this issue, Santu Bera with his team, including . )
Indian press and public as spectators.

PhD scholars Sukantha Dey and Rohit Kumar, is conducting

cutting-edge research to develop eco-friendly alternatives. The book, while examining the history of the trial, also asks

They have successfully developed ultrashort peptides that new questions. It captures the expansive canvas of the trial,

are short fragments of biological polymer protein and thus VWDJHG DFURVV PXOWLSOH VLWHY WKH FRXU
are inherently biocompatible. When mechanical force was LOQYHVWLIJDWLRQ R+FHUV OHJLVODWLYH DVVHF
applied, these peptides generated excellent electric current R+FHV MDLOV FRXUWURRPV VWUHHWYV SULQV
and voltage output. QHZVSDSHU HVWDEOLVKPHQWY FRSHH KRXVHV
Since these materials are eco-friendly, completely biological and universities across North India.

and non-toxic, they have tremendous potential in a wide
range of biotechnological applications. With the ability to
power devices without external batteries, piezoelectric
energy harvesting opens up exciting possibilities for self-
powered systems, ranging from structural health monitoring

In reframing the case, the book asks the reader to view

VHGLWLRQ PDUW\UGRP DQG EHWUD\DO QRW D
but as performances shaped by power, perception, and

most importantly, political strategy.

and environmental measurement to biomedical devices
for biosensing.



From Reaction to
Prediction:

OncoMark and Al-Driven
Cancer Detection

Debayan Gupta
Assistant Professor of Computer Science

Debayan Gupta began
with a simple question:
if we know what makes
cancer dangerous, why
not track those things
directly?

Cancer behaves in
certain recognisable
ways — like growing
uncontrollably,
spreading to other
parts of the body, or

evading the immune system. Scientists call these behaviours
the ‘hallmarks of cancer’. Yet, surprisingly, most current
tests don't actually measure them, at least not in a clear,
TXDQWL<«<DEOH zZD\

Recognising this gap, Debayan and his team developed
OncoMark, a new Al-powered tool that can read a tumour’s
genetic activity and predict how strongly each of these
KDOOPDUNV LV DW SOD\
detailed look at what'’s really happening inside a tumour, via

WHQ GLSHUHQW KDOOPDUNV 6KUH\DQVK 3UL\DGDUVKL 8*
VWXGHQW OHDGLQJ WKH SURMHFW FRPPHQWHG
we are not just reacting to cancer. We are anticipating it.”

This innovation is particularly helpful for doctors and
researchers in making more informed decisions — for
example, whether a disease is likely to spread to other parts
or become resistant to chemotherapy. Debayan hopes that
OncoMark brings us one step closer to truly personalised
cancer care — and a deeper understanding of the

disease itself.

From lab
discoveries

to literary
Innovation,
Ashoka
scholars push
the frontiers of
knowledge.

,Q GRLQJ VR 2QFRODUN RSHUV D PRUH

D

JRU WKH «<UVW WLPH
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Highlights from Ashoka’s growing
PhD community

Nurturing Inquiry,
Advancing Knowledge

Ashoka’s PhD programme was launched in 2017 Ashoka'’s doctoral programme has grown in

with a clear vision: to create an environment line with the University’s broader research

where rigorous research, intellectual freedom, HFRV\VWHP DQG UHEHFWYV LWV PLVVLRQ WR IRVWHU
and close mentorship come together to shape original, critical, and socially conscious

scholars who can both deepen and broaden their scholarship. In an evolving national and global

GLVFLSOLQHV 7RGD\ WKH SURJU DeRdsthpe,Svbapefesearth@GsYkeep pace

— from Biology and History to Environmental ZLWK FRPSOH[LW\ $VKRND RSHUV VFKRODUV WKH
Studies and Computer Science — with over 200 space and support to ask urgent questions —

scholars currently pursuing their research and the tools to pursue them with depth

at Ashoka. and clarity.

At the heart of the programme is a culture This year, nine scholars successfully defended

of inquiry that encourages interdisciplinary WKHLU GRFWRUDO WKHVHV 7KHLU ZRUN RSHUV D
exploration while grounding students in compelling snapshot of the talent, tenacity,

strong disciplinary foundations. Scholars are and imagination that animate Ashoka’s

supported not just by cutting-edge resources and research community.

funding, but also by faculty members who value
mentorship as a two-way intellectual partnership.
Many scholars also engage in teaching,
collaborative research, and partnerships with
policymakers or industry — ensuring their work
remains relevant beyond academia.

e

Imroze Khan
Assistant Dean of Research
and Professor of Biology

The total investment towards the PhD programme
for 2024-25 session was INR 15.5 Cr

PHD ENROLLMENT OVER THE YEARS

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
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STATE-WISE
DISTRIBUTION OF

PHD SCHOLARS 10

JAMMU &
KASHMIR

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUNJAB

UTTARAKHAND

HARYANA
DELHI z ARUNACHAL
PRADESH
3
RAJASTHAN 4 ASSAM
: 5
‘ TRIPURA

MADHYA PRADESH

WEST BENGAL

JHARKHAND
CHHATTISGARH

MAHARASHTRA
TELANGANA
KARNATAKA o
o\
TAMIL NADU
KERALA

BIOLOGY - 57

SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY -13
PSYCHOLOGY -13 ﬁ

PHYSICS -18 ’
DISCIPLINE-WISE
MATHEMATICS -4 —— S DISTRIBUTION -

204
HISTORY -33 CHEMISTRY -21
&7 COMPUTER SCIENCE 6

ECONOMICS -11

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES -8

ENGLISH -20



STUDENT RESEARCH

Highlights from Ashoka’s growing
PhD community
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Doctoral
Graduates

Ashoka’s graduating PhD
scholars represent the ambition
and range of a young doctoral
programme that’s quickly
coming into its own. e scholars
from the 2025 cohort join a
legacy of scholars whose work
embodies Ashoka’s commitment Nitya
to building new knowledge and Pawar
advancing cutting-edge research. ,
PhD, Department of English

Janabai — thirteenth-century poet,

£, 7 _ﬁ;}_l.-r;g';': ,',’ M : & saintand the only X G W@man from
& )

Pr e L Pl , o Maharashtra’s Vitthal tradition to be
; canonised — was at the heart of Nitya's
doctoral research. Her work explored

: how Janabai’s poems, biographies,
2 -Ef : and oral traditions have been shaped
Jx; by translation across time: not just
! _c( between languages, but across form,
., ’i;; o devotion, and memory. In centering
- _,'-‘-', e .:“;’ s PR 5, Janabai’s voice, Nitya's dissertation
"-_ﬂi,".'r .'_-5,':{_':. g ”1"'_.. R AR R s b challenged dominant hierarchies of
TR / 2 _J‘f.{.lj- .;?;Ff o s A fE e FDVWH JHQGHU DQG NQRZOHGJH
AL ad A o e R e S e r BT a powerful re-reading of bhakti
f e AR 4 as resistance.
. f; e



Soham
Chakraborty

PhD, Department of Biology

Soham'’s doctoral research explored
how a physiologically-relevant, force-
sensitive protein senses and responds
to mechanical forces. His work sits at
the intersection of Physics, Biology,
and Chemistry, using advanced
instruments such as magnetic
tweezers to observe the behaviour of
individual protein molecules under
force at exceptional resolution. By
examining the relationship between
protein mechanics and microscopic

o

Debdutta
Sanyal

PhD, Department of History

Ui +BUY3seventh-century king of
Thanesar and Kannauj — stood at
the centre of Debdutta’s doctoral
research. Her work wove together
Sanskrit texts and inscriptions, to ask
what it meant to be a king in early
medieval India. Using tools such as
GIS and Remote Sensing, Debdutta
situated the texts within their physical
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Pooja
Vaid

PhD, Department of Biology

Pooja’s research tackled a critical
question in Indian oncology: how can
we improve outcomes for patients with
triple-negative breast cancer (TNBC)?
In collaboration with the Centre for
Translational Cancer Research, Pune,
she mapped the tumour immune
microenvironment using cutting-edge
techniques like multiplex imaging

ODQGVFDSHY WR RSHU D P Rantisparalanalysis ts identify key

understanding of Hars a’s world. In
tracing how Hars a’s life came to be

prognostic markers. Her work — in close
partnership with Ashoka’s Computer

FKDLQ SK\VLFV 6RKDP RSHWWDRW®WHQ KHU GLVVHUW D WScRi@eRIEpHrune@ —Rlso enabled

insights into how proteins respond

to mechanical forces, with potential
implications for cellular mechanics

and disease.

fresh reading of kingship, and how
it was imagined, represented, and
idealised during that period.

the automation of digital pathology
SLSHOLQHV IRU ODUJH VFDOH FDQ
This research now forms the basis of a

multi-centre clinical trial across Indian
hospitals, advancing precision oncology
for underrepresented Indian patients on
the global stage.
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Antony Arul Samayita Sandeep
Valan Banerjee Bhardwaj

PhD, Department of English PhD, Department of History PhD, Department of History
Antony in his doctoral dissertation Samayita’s doctoral dissertation Sandeep’s research interest lies
titled ‘Caste Creativity: Interrogating traced the history of a landscape in post-Independence diplomatic

the Rhetoric of “Castelessness” in Three WKDW SHUVLVWHQWO\ GH <HNstbrp &f B6RtH HdiaSTitokgh his
Texts’ explored how caste persists — not <[LW\ LWK $UFKDHRORJ\ D \Wissewatiorr, bexekamined Nehruvian

DOZD\V LQ H[SOLFLW LGH Q WérrEdeakth BxQIotestboiwWvhaterial India’s foreign policy towards the Third
also in the subtleties of literary form, and epigraphical evidence can help World — Southeast Asia, the Middle
rhetoric, and voice. By tracing how XV VWXG\ D EXLG ODQGVF D E4dst, éndrAkica. \Bantkdi examines
language performs both concealment ever-evolving terrain of the Ganga- India’s changing position within Asia
and confrontation, Antony aims to Brahmaputra-Meghna delta, and as imagined by Indian elites as well as
contribute to a register of public understand the lowermost reaches external actors. In doing so, he went
language that facilitates introspective of the Bengal delta. During her time beyond the idealised narrative of
dialogue within caste networks. His at Ashoka, Samayita conducted seamless Asian solidarity by drawing
work has also been published in the «<HOGZRUN DW WKH GHOWD EMHOWHN QRN IRAOWNRKWHKH WHQVLRQV D
peer-reviewed journal J-Casteand the rivers, with particular attention to within the Third World Movement.
feminist online archive The New Historia  the tidal forests of the Sundarbans. His work recovers a textured history

,Q WUDFLQJ WKHVH VWRU L Hof posteotdnRIB M Withié the Global
a radical cartography of motion, South, tracing debates around trade,
erosion, and the histories the regionalism, and identity — unmediated

rivers carry. by the West.
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Souradeep
Banerjee

PhD, Department of Biology

When protein folding goes wrong, it can
lead to diseases like cancer, Alzheimer’s,
and Parkinson’s. However, cells rely on
chaperones that prevent misfolding

and aggregation. Souradeep explored y
KRZ FKDSHURQHV DSHFW WKH IRO -
and unfolding of proteins, especially
under mechanical force. His research
uncovered a remarkable function of
Hsp70, a molecular chaperone long
known to prevent misfolding. Using
magnetic tweezers, he showed that
Hsp70 can also refold proteins under
mechanical force — an ability previously
unknown. Crucially, this was possible
only for force-resistant versions of

the protein. In peeling back the layers
of protein dynamics one molecule at

D WLPH 6RXUDGHHS V ZRUN RSHUI
new lens into how cells maintain order
under stress.
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Translation lies at the heart of India’s cultural

and intellectual life. At Ashoka, the Centre for
Translation works to make this multilingual

heritage visible, accessible, and alive. It brings
together writers, translators, and scholars to explore
how languages connect us and shape ideas.

The Ashoka Centre for Translation (ACT) is
committed not only to the product of translation
but also to the concept of translation. This means
that the Centre undertakes and facilitates the
translation of works from (and, gradually, into)
various languages — a process involving multiple
stages of engagement.

The Centre documents linguistic, performative,
oral, and written exchanges between
communities, languages, and regions. This helps
archive the relationships between word and
meaning, language and translation, and the
poetics and politics of multilingualism. Along with
organising workshops and lectures, the Centre
aims to bring forth more texts that have not

been translated before, to cultivate and reward
translators, to encourage dialogue between

writers. It serves as an aid to researchers and
readers interested in both the meaning as well as
the practice of translation.

Projects such as Women Translating Women
Chronicles, and Translating Bhakti — discussed in
detail later — have been major milestones in the
journey of the Centre. There are also a multitude
of other ongoing initiatives designed to promote
and enrich the sphere of translation in India.
Some of them include the ‘Indian Ideas’ series,
‘The Continuum of Indian Literature’, ‘Reading the
City’ series, ‘Bengali Short Fiction’ series, and t he
‘Ashoka University Faculty Translations’ series,
amongst others.

Looking ahead, ACT remains committed to
expanding their reach and deepening impact.

,QGLDQ ODQJXDJHV DQG WR GLSx PRGN slydeprygnglators at

role of English.

The state-of-the-art translation search engine
Bhashavaad, provides a quantitative yet also
startling glimpse into the history of translation
and the enduring preoccupations of Indian

Rita Kothari
Co-director,

Ashoka Centre

for Translation and
Professor of English

the University, fostering collaborations and
championing linguistic diversity, the Centre
strives to unlock the full potential of India’s
multilingual heritage, ensuring that its diverse
voices are heard and appreciated both at home
and around the world.

Arunava Sinha
Co-director,
Ashoka Centre for
Translation and
Professor of
Creative Writing




SPOTLIGHT

Ashoka Centre for Translation

Women
Translating

m SUSTIAM BEDI
WO e n MEMORIAL FUND
Honouring the Literary

Contributions of Indian Women

IS project is dedicated to sharing stories by
women, written across languages in India.
Supported by the Susham Bedi Memorial Fund,
this initiative has commissioned twelve books
for translation.

The selected works are translated by women translators, exploring women’s experiences
across varied contexts and spaces. The project addresses the historical under-representation
of women'’s voices in translated literature by providing opportunities and support for women
translators. This vision has been realised in partnership with Zubaan Books.

Zubaan, a leading independent publishing house based in New Delhi, was established in 2003

DV DQ LPSULQW RI ,QGLD V «<UVW IHPLQLVW SXEOLVKLQJ KRXVH .DOL IRU :RPHQ =XED
publish books on, for, by, and about women in South Asia. The impact of ~ Women Translating

Women is evident in the compelling publications that have emerged:
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A New World Romance Unmoored

by Susham Bedi by Ramachandran Usha

translated from Hindi by Astri Ghosh translated from Tamil by Krupa Ge

Susham Bedi’'s A New World Romancetells the story of Ramachandran Usha’s Unmoored presents the stories
WZR DFDGHPLFV ZKR <QG DQ XQH[SHFWHG F RiQWQrth WhoRn{@rate from Chennai to the Gulf in

in the United States. Set against the backdrop of the search of a better future for their families. Then  ovella
Indian diaspora, the novel explores themes of love, loss, explores the challenges and resilience of these wom en
and the complexities of navigating cultural identities. as they grapple with issues of identity, belonging, and
Astri Ghosh'’s translation brings this Hindi novel to a the search for home. Krupa Ge’s translation capture s
wider audience, capturing the emotional depth of Bedi's the authentic voices of Usha's characters, bringing
characters and the nuances of her prose. The story their experiences to life with empathy and insight.

examines how past relationships and cultural roots
LQEXHQFH QHZ EHJLQQLQJV
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Ittehad: A Life Together Other Skies, Other Stories

by Guli Sadarangani by Sara Rai

translated from Sindhi by Rita Kothari translated from Hindi by Ira Pande and the author

Known and celebrated in her time, Guli The collection of stories reveals a writer who

6DGDUDQJIDQL WKH «<UVW ZRPDQ Z&hlttklik ofellafdu@ge Knd write in another

later sank into oblivion. Ittehad, the novel that ZLWK UDUH EXHQF\ :LWK KHU IDXOWOHVYV HDU IRU WKF
told the story of a Hindu-Muslim romance cadences of Hindustani, Sara Rai illuminates

FXOPLQDWLQJ LQ PDUULDJH ZDV thd M&\of Srral o Kebu@lly important to

in undivided India and later appeared under her —in the landscape of human lives — is the

another title, Meelaapi Jeevan Rita Kothari's SUHVHQFH RI WUHHYV ELUGV LQVHFWV DQG «<VK 5DL V
elegant and empathetic translation teases out Zen-like meditations on the silent, yet profound,

the nuances of Asha and Hamid’s understated movements of this world are presented in a

relationship, revealing how pre-Independence language that is pared down, spare, and evocative.

and pre-Partition India held so many
possibilities of living and loving together.

“is partnership has been an amazing opportunitymork with

a group of people to whom translation of womeitisguin
India means as much as it does to us. e team stateds

. how translations are literary interventions inrtbein right —

¥ and when those are of works by women, translatechign,

then another form of epistemic injustice is benhgght.”

Urvashi Butalia
Publisher, Zubaan

“is project is deeply personal for me, as one of [/
these six books each year will be by my late wife ™= _
Susham Bedi. Seeing her work, and that of ot s
remarkable Indian women, come alive in Engli:“‘
has been truly moving.” ‘

. V
Rahul Bedi
Patron, Susham Bedi Memorial Fund =
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Hidden Treasure Darkness and Other Stories

by Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay by Razia Sajjad Zaheer

translated from Bengali by Ipsa S translated from Urdu by Saba Mahmood Bashir

Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay’s Hidden Treasure In these stories, women travel alone, crossing

unveils the story of a woman in contemporary borders, in search of their families. They carry

Kolkata, caught between societal expectations their fears, desires, and hopes. Razia Sajjad

DQG KHU RZQ GHVLUHV $V VKH Q Zaheerpkilfuyard eloguerdlyvecreates the

circumstances, the novella explores themes mundane world of the daily lives of women,

of morality, agency, and the complexities of <QGLQJ EHDXW\ DQG VRODFH LQ WKHP +HU ZRPHQ
female experience within a patriarchal society. are strong, independent, and complex.

Ipsa S’s translation opens this Bengali narrative
to a wider readership, preserving the author’s
distinctive voice and the story’s unsettling
examination of how one woman'’s secret can
ripple through her family and community.

“My rst translation was a personal and professieaahing
curve. It was about getting into the skin of mynosther
tongue, re ecting on my roots — linguistic andlpedand
coming to terms with the responsibility of teHirsgory to
the world. Bringing Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay’sfaglour
emotionally complex characters to life on the reagéred a
series of decisions, many of which were madetsasaeful
readings and re-readings by ACT and Zubaan. Itkkemng
this rst step together, I've emerged a braveslatom, one who

hungers to read and perform more translations etbamg | hope places
like ACT will bring into the world in many shaddsstories.”

Ipsa S
Translator ofHidden Treasureand Ashoka alum



SPOTLIGHT

Ashoka Centre for Translation

Bhashavaad

Building a Database and
Igniting a National Conversation
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AVAAD

National Translation Conferenre

August 237 & 24", 2024 | India International Centre, Mew

The Centre, in partnership with the New India selected emerging student-translators from
Foundation, launched the Bhashavaad initiative Ashoka University and beyond.

with a dual purpose: to convene a national
conversation on translation and to create a lasting
resource for the translation community in India.

%XLOGLQJ RQ WKH VXFFHVV RI WKH «<UVW JDWKHULQJ WK
&HQWUH DPSOL<HG LWV FRPPLWPHQW WR WKH LGHD RI
meaningful exchanges between Indian languages

In August 2024, the inaugural Bhashavaad: during the second edition of the conference,
National Translation Conference at the India held on the 29th and 30th of August, 2025. This
International Centre in New Delhi brought year's edition hosted leading writers, translators,
together writers, translators, publishers, and editors, and other award-winning speakers from
scholars from across India, with philosopher across India and beyond. While the linguist Peggy
Sundar Sarukkai as the keynote speaker. The Mohan delivered the keynote address, the 2025
conference provided a forum for examining the International Booker Prize co-winner Deepa
challenges and emerging directions within the Bhasthi, who won for her translation of Banu
domain, fostering dialogue, building networks Mushtaqg’s short stories from Kannada, was among
DQG UHD.UPLQJ WKH UROH RI WU D QhéGRaNdrsR Contiiqing khb Shw@rdations and
India’s multilingual ecosystem. Panels explored collaborations initiated in 2024, Bhashavaad
topics ranging from translating knowledge to is steadily shaping itself as a key platform for
writing and publishing in Indian languages, with reimagining the present as well as the future of

multilingual readings showcasing the talent of languages in India, mediated via translation.



$ NH\ RXWFRPH Rl WKH LQLWLDWLYH <«<UVW XQYHLOHG DW
the inaugural conference, has been the launch of

the Bhashavaad: Translation Search Engine ( www..

bhashavaad.in ,QGLD V <UVW QRQ SURILW RSHQ

access, and crowd-sourced database of Indian

translations. This dynamic resource aims to

re-energise India’s translation ecosystem by

providing a comprehensive inventory of translated

works, authors, and translators. With over

30,000 entries currently listed, the database

RSHUV LQYDOXDEOH LQVLJKWY LQWR WKH ODQGVFDSH RI
translation in India, revealing trends, identifying

key players, and highlighting the diverse
languages and literary traditions being translated.
The database continues to grow and evolve with
the ongoing work of dedicated teams, relying also
on the wider translation-allied community and
inviting contributions from users to ensure its
accuracy and comprehensiveness.

“Translation may be a global
ISsue but it is a uniquely
Indian lever for integration,
productivity, and soft power.

e Ashoka Centre for
Translation’s establishment of
the Bhashavaad database is
just the start of a movement
that can transform how Indian
languages are researched, read,
and used.”

- Manish Sabharwal

Ashoka Founder and Trustee



SHASHAVAAD 2.0

ational Translation Conference

¥ zglm?ﬂ}'. 30™ August 2025 India International Centre, New Delhi

Bhashavaad, in both its conference and database for ms, represents
D VLIQL<FDQW VWHS WRZDUGV PDSSLQJ DPSOLI\LQJ DQG
India’s rich multilingual heritage, fostering a mor e connected and

inclusive literary ecosystem for generations to com e.



SPOTLIGHT

Ashoka Centre for Translation

Chronicles

Expanding the Horizons of
Indian Voices and ought

Chronicless the Centre’s inaugural non- ction translation series,

supported by the Manju Deshbandhu Gupta Fellowship. e series,
encompassing ten books translated from nine Indian languages, resists the
idea of a chronicle as a singular canon, a concluded story, or a monolithic
telling. InsteadChronicle ers a vibrant archive of subcontinental

stories, lived histories, and traditions of criticism — captured in essayk a
life-writing across India’s many languages and regions.

Courtesy of

| Criticism

et et
Kirilnaih Kariboil

Courtesy of Criticism: My Truth A Glimpse of My Life

Selected Essays of by Narmadashankar Dave by Ram Prasad ‘Bismil

Kirtinath Kurtkoti translated by Abhijit Kothari translated by Awadhesh Tripathi

translated by Kamalakar Bhat &RQVLGHUHG WKH <UVW DXWREVRUODSKLQGL DXWRELRJUDSK\ R
This book, drawing on Kannada literary in Gujarati, My Truth speaks to the a glimpse into the inner world of a

WUDGLWLRQV H[HPSOL<HV Wai¥venPoki@Wwdetrésuddebeolonial \RXQJ UHYROXWLRQDU\ IUHHGRP «J
ethos of Chronicles. Kurtkoti's essays modernity and concurrent revolutions and a poignant view of the tumultuous

on literature and aesthetics convey in understandings of self, tradition, makings of a national movement.

a uniquely regional, yet universally DQG D ZRUOG FDXJKW LQ EX][

relevant, critical sensibility.




The remaining seven books (with three due for publi  cation later in the year) in the
Chronicles series take its aims further. These forthcoming na rratives — translated from
Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, Kannada, and Malayalam — include:

Amar Katha Yatra Smrithi
by Binodini Dasi (Bengali) by Dasarathi Krishnamacharya (Telugu)
translated by Arunava Sinha translated by T Vijay Kumar

Bharatayatre Ninaivu Alaigal
by Lakshmisha Tolpadi (Kannada) by Dr TSS Rajan (Tamil)
translated by Vanamala Viswanatha translated by N Kalyan Raman

Raghnak: e Saga of Mahar A Women'’s History of Malayalam
Landlordism eatre

by Shekhar Govindrao Korde (Marathi) by Sajitha Madathil (Malayalam)
translated by Prashant Ingole translated by Jayasree Kalathil

Being Modern: A Biography of Ananda Ram
Dhekial Phookan

by Gunabhiram Barua (Assamese)
translated by Banani Chakravarty

Chroniclesleverages the potential of translation to refract  the idea of an ‘Indian’
FDQRQ RSHULQJ D FRPPRQ WKUHDG WKDW PRYHV DFURVV PHGLD DQG ODQJXDJHV
intersecting but never taking on a singular articul ~ ation.




GLOBAL RESEARCH ALLIANCES

Connecting ideas, people, and frontiers

Ashoka Global
Research
Alllances (AGRA)

With Ashoka stepping into its second decade, the University’s
vision of a globally signi cant, research-intensive institution
continues to take shape. Ashoka Global Research Alliances
(AGRA), established to enable this ambition, has made signi cant
strides in developing research-led partnerships, strengthening
research infrastructure, and shaping a sustainable ecosystem for
collaborative research and innovation.



Blending Teaching
and Research

At Ashoka, research is not seen as separate from teaching, but as integral to it — where
students learn by doing and faculty model the curiosity and rigour they seek to inspire.
AGRA is laying the groundwork for integrating Undergraduate Research Programmes and
Undergraduate Research Training Labs into Ashoka'’s four-year Honours with Research
degree. This structured model will support thesis development, research skill-building,
and incubation opportunities for students.

Ashoka’s growing network of global partnerships is
rede ning how research, teaching, and innovation
connect across borders.
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Key Partnerships
Forged in 202425

Partnerships: Shaping
Global Research
Alliances

Engaging with global universities,
research councils, industry and
civil society brings mentorship,
funding, and visibility. AGRA has
facilitated several discussions on
research-focused partnerships

— involving di erent models

of engagement. e Centres of
Excellence, visiting scholars, and
international research clusters
help anchor the University within
global networks.




Enquiry| 43

w

WARWICK

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

GHENT
UNIVERSITY

_ L 7 MONASH
i University University

of Glasgow

THE UNIVERSITY OF
MELBOURNE

Humanities on the Global Map Mobility through Erasmus+

Ashoka’s engagement with the Global Ashoka is growing faculty and PhD mobility
Humanities Alliance (led by University of through Erasmus+ programmes with Université
Melbourne) and sustained membership in Cote d’Azur, Central European University, and
the Cambridge-led Global Humanities Network Linnaeus University.

signal a strong push towards internationalising

and decolonising the Humanities.

Ashoka remains the only Indian institution
engaging with the National Humanities Center,
enabling opportunities such as the summer

residency and other projects for its faculty — and

in the future, for students as well.
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JHDWXULQJ ,QGLD V «<UVW LQ FODVV PLFURVFRSHV WKLV IDFLOLW\
is now operational at the Trivedi School of Biosciences —

bringing cutting-edge bio-imaging technology to Ashoka.

Established through a collaboration with ZEISS Research

Microscopy Solutions (Carl ZEISS, India), the facility

RSHUV VWXGHQWY UHVHDUFKHUV DQG FROODERUDWRUV DFFHVV WR
advanced research microscopes:

. ZEISS Lattice Lightsheet 7

ZEISS Elyra 7 LS (Lattice SIM2) with
Dual sCMOS Camera

ZEISS LSM 980 NLO

ZEISS Cell Discoverer 7 with
LSM 900 Airyscan

7KH IDFLOLW\ VXSSRUWV UHVHDUFK DFURVYVY <HOGV VXFK DV &HOO
Biology, Developmental Biology, Immunology, Neurosc ience,

Cancer Research, and Soft Condensed Matter Physics. It

aims to serve as a shared resource for institutions

across India.

Infosys Foundation Advanced
Chemical Biology Lab

A landmark collaboration between Infosys Foundation and Ashoka,
this facility is advancing cutting-edge biochemical research. It is
equipped with:

. NMR Spectroscopy

. Field-Emission Scanning
Electron Microscopy

. Imaging Mass Cytometry
. 6LQJOH &U\WWDO ; 5D\ 'LSUDFWRPHWU\

Marking the beginning of a new era in interdisciplinary research, these
LQLWLDWLYHV VLIQL«<FDQWO\ HQKDQFH $VKRND V LQ KRXVH VFLHQWLILF LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
SRVLWLRQLQJ WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ DV D QXFOHXV IRU KLJK LPSDFW VFLHQWL<«F FROODERUDWL
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The Ashoka—Zeiss partnership stands

out with Zeiss’s direct investment and
dedicated expertise, ensuring cutting-edge
use of the facility. This model can serve
as a catalyst for fostering future industry—
academia collaborations.

Ashoka-Zeiss Certi ed

Professional Course in Advanced
Microscopy

Launched in June 2025, this three-month
hybrid course — open to professionals and
JUDGXDWHV PDUNV $VKRND

The programme combines classroom

lectures, hands-on lab sessions, online
PRGXOHV DQG <HOG YLVLWV
professionally curated curriculum that

covers both foundational principles and
advanced microscopy techniques for

clinical and material sciences.
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Ashoka Hosts Antoine Petit, Chairman
and CEO, the French National Centre
for Scienti ¢ Research (CNRS)

Ashoka hosted Antoine Petit, Chairman and CEO,

&HQWUH 1DWLRQDO GH OD 5HFKHUFKH 6FLH
&156 PDUNLQJ D VLIJQL<FDQW VWHS LQ VF

cooperation between India and France.

Two panels on Data and Society marked the

occasion — ‘The Circulation and Friction in

Knowledge Production’ and ‘Societal Challenges

DV &DWDO\VWYV IRU 6FLHQWL<«F DQG 7THFKQR
%QUHDNWKURXJKV :KLOH WKH <UVW GUHZ O
between philosophical approaches to justice,

population health, and a human approach to

data; the second panel focused on the importance

of contexts in utilising any kind of data.
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e Road Ahead

This summer, Ashoka hosted two Nobel Laureates

— Sir Paul Nurse and Professor Brian Schmidt —

WKURXJK ODQGPDUN HQJDJHPHQWY WKDW
stature as a global research hub. While Sir Paul's

visit explored pathways for a potential Crick-Ashoka

collaboration, Prof Schmidt's multi-institutional

tour across India further anchored Ashoka within
LQWHUQDWLRQDO VFLHQWL<F QHWZRUNV

In parallel, AGRA is laying the groundwork for a

EDJVKLS HYHQW WKDW ZLOO EULQJ DPED\
counsellors from key embassies to campus —

spotlighting Ashoka'’s growing research footprint and

evolving models of global engagement.

7R VXVWDLQ DQG VFDOH WKHVH HSRUWV
is also developing a robust Framework for Global

Engagement. This strategic blueprint will enable long-

term partnerships, funding pipelines and equitable

access to global research opportunities — especially

for students on scholarship. As Ashoka’s research

vision expands in scale and sophistication, AGRA’s

integrative approach continues to shape a globally

connected, interdisciplinary academic future.



HISTORY PRESERVED

Ashoka’s Archives of Contemporary India

History
Preserved

The Archives of Contemporary India (ACI), The Archives aim to promote knowledge creation,

supported by HDFC, was established in 2017 preservation, and dissemination, safeguarding

to collect and preserve documents from India’s India’s rich cultural, social, and political heritage.

contemporary history. In less than a decade, Through its high-quality services, ACI enables

it has emerged as a vital resource for scholars WKH HSHFWLYH XVH Rl WKHVH PDWHULDOV LQ IRUPV
DQG VWXGHQWYV RSHULQJ DFFHVYV nvwRrdleladthb iBWevsDTddey, Ashoka is

and institutional papers that trace India’s the only private university in India to house an

post-independence journey through economic archive of this magnitude and stature. With its

UHIRUPV VFLHQWL<«<F DGYDQFHV Hdpowiny ref@stehQ MCDaSpires to become one

challenges, movements for women’s of the foremost centres for historical and social

empowerment, and other social and science research in the country — building an

political transformations. LQGLVSHQVDEOH UHSRVLWRU\ RI SXEOLF DSDLUV

Among its prized collections are the original
papers of former President Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan; former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh; playwright and veteran actor

Girish Karnad; environmentalist Chandi Prasad
Bhatt; and freedom ghter and activist Captain
Lakshmi Sahgal, amongst several others.
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TOTAL COLLECTIONS HOUSED

100+

DOCUMENTS DIGITISED

3,00,000+
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Between Languages: Researching Agyeya
in the Ashoka Archives

Shubham Gupta, a PhD student in the this rich material, sifting through manuscripts,

Department of English, studies English not just letters, and diaries as he explores Agyeya's

as a language, but as a cultural system, using the relationship with language. His research reveals

term ‘Englishness’ to describe the sensibilities D PDQ RI SDUDGR[HV WKRXJK $J\H\D <HUFHO\
associated with English in India. In his doctoral advocated for Hindi, he was unmistakably

research, Shubham argues that Indians, shaped by English. The manuscripts and

especially those bilingual in Hindi and English, diaries complicate this tension, showing a

often try to remove traces of Englishness writer constantly negotiating between linguistic

from their work. This he suggests leads to a inheritances, often questioning his own positions

stronger focus on one language or identity in a as he wrote and revised.

multilingual nation. Shubham'’s time in the Archives has opened

When Shubham began working on the Hindi new directions for his work. He has received a

writer SH Vatsyayan ‘Agyeya’ for a chapter of his grant from the University of Wisconsin—Madison

thesis, he wasn'’t sure where to start. “l remember to conduct further archival research on the

VLWWLQJ DW P\ ZRUNVWDWLRQ WUW®E XN FGIGRD ZPIALYXY K RQ +LQGL ZRPHQ ZULWHUYV
he says. “Then realised — the answers | was looking process has not only reshaped his research but

IRU ZHUH MXVW D IHZ ERRUV EHO R Zlso how he thinks and reads. “I never knew |

Since early 2025, Shubham has been poring over ZDQWHG WR GR DUFKLYDO ZRUN KH UH LY
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In 2023, the Archives acquired a large

collection of the private papers of

the famous Hindi writer, poet and

journalist, Sachidanand Hiranand

Vatsyayan ‘Agyeya’ (1911-1987)

from Vatsal Nidhi. The collection

includes correspondence with

family, friends, contemporary writers

and poets, journalists, publishers,

DQG SROLWLFDO «<JXUHV 7KH PDWHULDC
include diaries, notebooks, drafts,

manuscripts, press clippings,

pamphlets, photographs, and

drawings. One of the free thinkers of

the Hindi literary world, his papers

DUH PRVW VLJQL«FDQW IRU WKH VWXG\ [
research of trends in modern Hindi

literature in the twentieth century.
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From the Dean
of Research

The global research enterprise is currently challenged on many fronts. Many countries are

cutting their support for research, as part of changes in their politics. But the challenges

the world faces, whether from a changing climate, from needing to meet expanding energy

needs, dealing with problems of biodiversity loss or understanding the resurgence of

FRQELFWY FDQ RQO\ EH WDFNOHG E\ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKHP EHWWHU O0DQ\ VXF
6FLHQFHV 6RFLDO 6FLHQFHV DQG +XPDQLWLHV $ VFLHQWL<«F RU HQJLQHHULQJ
sense from the point of view of Economics. We must understand how people think and act

if behavioural changes must happen. We must be able to communicate at many levels, to

ensure both awareness and action.

$VKRND PHPEHUVY KDYH ZULWWHQ KLJK SUR<OH ERRNV DQG SXEOLVKHG WKHLU ZR
SUR<OH VFKRODUO\ MRXUQDOV 7KH\ KDYH FRPPXQLFDWHG WKHLU ZRUN LQ NH\QF
and seminars, as well as written for the general public. We are especially proud of the

involvement of students in research, at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

7KH $VKRND =(,66 &RUH ,PDJLQJ )DFLOLW\ LV WKH «<UVW RI LWV NLQG LQ ,QGLD ,\
edge microscopy technology to scientists in Ashoka and outside. Ashoka’s international

partnerships have expanded. We are part of prestigious international networks such as the

Global Humanities initiative. Our network of academic partnerships in Delhi-NCR help to

GH«QH WKLV UHJLRQ DV DQ ,QGLDQ KXE IRU ERWK KLJK TXDOLW\ UHVHDUFK DFUF
both pure and applied areas. Interdisciplinarity is our unique strength.

As research in traditional powerhouses such as the USA and the EU faces unprecedented
challenges, this is India’s chance to make an impact. Research at Ashoka is uniquely placed
in this respect.

Gautam Menon

e challenges the world faces, whether from a chamag
climate, from needing to meet expanding energy
needs, dealing with problems of biodiversity loss o

understanding the resurgence of con icts, can orie
tackled by understanding them better.
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Publications

Books:

1.

© N o a

Revolutionaries on Trial: Sedition, Betrayal, and Martyrdom, by
Aparna Vaidik (History)

Inclusive Pedagogies: Teaching & Learning Practices in Higher
Education in India, edited by Kanika Singh (Centre for Writing
and Communication)

Dalit Ecologies: Caste and environment justice by Mukul
Sharma (Environmental Studies)

Plant Thinkers of Twentieth-Century Bengal by Sumana Roy
(Creative Writing)

Ecology and German Realism by Alexander Phillips (English)
Esoteric Orientalism, by Mandakini Dubey (English)

The Amateur by Saikat Majumdar (English)

The Light of Wilder Things by Ishan Shanavas (ASP 25)

Book Translations:

Arunava Sinha, Creative Writing, Ashoka Center for Translation
(Translations):

9.  Vadivasal (graphic novel), original by Perumal Murugan and
Appupen, Jadavpur University Press

10. Unstoppable Spring and Other Stories, original by Murshida
Zaman, Bee Books

11.  You, Mother, original by Jayasri Burman, Art Alive

12. Hospital Poems of Mathematics and Madness, original by Binoy
Majumdar, Parabaas

13. Limited Unlimited, original by Sankar, Bloomsbury

14. First History Lessons: Clothes and Dressing, original by Dev
Kumar Jhanjh and Debarati Bagchi, Public Domain

15. First History Lessons: Food and Eating, original by Anwesha
Sengupta and Simantini Mukherjee, Public Domain

16. First History Lessons: Sports and Games, original by Anik
Biswas and Kaustubh Mani Sengupta, Public Domain

17. 3KDQWRPV RI $XJXVW RULJLQDO E\ ODVKUXU
Random House

18. Unlove Story, original by Sudipto Pal, Seagull Books

19. Magadh, original by Shrikant Verma, Jadavpur University Press

20. A Touch of Salt, original by Anita Agnihotri, Penguin Random
House

21. Ten Days of the Strike: Selected Stories, original by Sandipan
Chattopadhyay, HarperCollins

Book Chapters:

1.  Saha, K. (2024). Directed Spanning Forest for Ginibre Ensemble
Is a Tree. In S. Athreya, A. G. Bhatt, & B. V. Rao (Eds.) Probability
and Stochastic Processes: A Volume in Honour of Rajeeva L.
Karandikar (pp. 159-176). Springer Nature. (Mathematics)

2. Periyasamy, G., Gupta, H., Chatterjee, S., & Paul, B. (2024).
([SRXQGLQJ &RQELFWV RI ,QWHUHVW ,Q 3
Pandey (Eds.), 6FLHQWL-F 3XEOLVKLQJ (FRV\VWHP
Reviewer Axigpp. 123-138). Springer Nature. (Chemistry)

3. Alavi, S. (2024). French Careers in Eighteenth-Century India.

In T. Burnard, E. Hart, & M. Houllemare (Eds.), The Oxford
Handbook of the Seven Years’ Wa(p. 0). Oxford University Press.
(History)

4.  Karnad, D. (2024). Marine Fisheries. In P. Cullet, L. Bhullar, &

S. Koonan (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Environmental and
Natural Resources Law in India (p. 0). Oxford University Press.
(Environmental Studies)

10.

11.

12.

13.

Gohain, S. (2024). Arunachal as Gateway and Arunachal as
Frontier. In A. Chakrabarti, G. Chakraborty, & A. S. Chakraborty
(Eds.),Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability: Perspectives
from Northeast India (pp. 147-161). Springer Nature. (Sociology
and Anthropology)

Theraja, A. (2024). Living straight, writing queer: Experiences
with academic publishing as a closeted Indian woman. In  Novice
LGBTQ+ Scholars’ Practices in Writing for Scholarly Publication.
Routledge. (Centre for studies in Gender and Sexuality)

Pinheiro, A., & Govind, M. (2024). Urban Home Gardening and
Agri-Food System Transitions Toward Sustainability in Kerala.

In Sustainable Urban Agriculture. CRC Press. (Environmental
Studies)

Al-Kodmany, K., Govind, M., Khan, S., Pinheiro, A., & Kole, C.
(2024). Navigating urban agriculture for sustainability. I~ Urban
Agriculture and Sustainability (pp. 1-22). CRC Press/Taylor &
Francis. (Environmental Studies)

Srivastava, S. (2024). The Mimic and the Uncanny: Reading
Waste in English, August. In G. Biotti, I. V. Chandra, & N.
Haouchine (Eds.), Uncanny Perspectives in Literature and Culture:
Texts, Images, Experiencegpp. 301-322). Springer Nature
Switzerland. (Centre for Writing and Communication, CWC)
Singh, R. W. (2024). Maternal Bodies in the Garden: Transit
Spaces. In Performing Maternities (pp. 250-252). Intellect. ()
Kumar, A., Israr, J., Mishra, H. P., & Singh, I. (2024). Cell-

Free Systems in Metabolomics. In V. Singh (Ed.), Advances in
Metabolomics (pp. 257-266). Springer Nature. (Koita Centre for
Digital Health at Ashoka)

Govind, M., & Pinheiro, A. (2024). Multifunctional Urban
Agriculture and Sustainability: A Global Overview. In  Sustainable
Urban Agriculture. CRC Press. (Environmental Studies)

Mukharji, P. B. (2024). Ramendrasundar Tribedi and a Sonic
History of Race in Colonial Bengal. In P. McMurray & P.
Mukhopadhyay (Eds.), Acoustics of Empire: Sound, Media, and
Power in the Long Nineteenth Century (p. 0). Oxford University

$ U HRr@ss GiSQYX L Q

14.

15.

16.

17.

Mishra, A., Khan, K., & Kumar, D. (2025). Structural Biology:
Current Trends and Future Perspectives. In U. Tripathy (Ed.),
Biochemical and Biophysical Methods in Molecular and Cellular
Biology (pp. 285-303). Springer Nature. (Trivedi School of
BioSciences)

3DXO 6XUYLYRUV 7UD*FNLQJ 6RFLDO OHGLD
SHKDELOLWDWLRQ RI 6XUYLYRUV RI +XPDQ 7UD<FNL
Space. In &RPEDWLQJ +XP DQAppeDAcRd¢ni@ Bress.

(Centre for Studies in Gender and Sexuality)

Lahiri, N. (2025). How an Environmentalist Saved Historic

Badrinath: Chandi Prasad Bhatt and a Forgotten Temple

Agitation. In C. Williamson & P. Crook (Eds.), Archaeology,

History, Philosophy and Heritage: Essays in Honour of Tim Murray

(pp. 109-120). Springer Nature Switzerland. (History)

Jain, V., Gupta, T., & Maity, M. (2025). Synthesizing Soft

- R Materials. InSSofgMaxedals-Based Biosensing Medical
$Q $pplicatinns (PiG 23ABR)UIohn Wiley & Sons, Ltd. (Chemistry)

18.

19.

Agrawal, A., Madhavan, V., & Dutta, U. (2025). Clinicians View
on the Way Forward. In R. Sethuraman & R. Pandey (Eds.),
Pathogens and Environmental Impact on Life Forms: Multi-
faceted Pathogen Society Interactome (pp. 393-399). Springer
Nature Switzerland. (Biology, Trivedi School of BioSciences)

Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). What
Determines How SDGs Are Delivered? In D. Pal, S. Valliappan
Krishna, & S. Singh Chadha (Eds.), Violence and Development
along the India-Pakistan Border in Jammu & Kashmir: Impact of



20.

21.

&HDVH-UH 9LRODWLRQV (RQ1B-23y. Springeb Q G 8.
Nature Switzerland.

Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). How
9LROHQFH $SHFEFWV +HDOWK
Pal, S. Valliappan Krishna, & S. Singh Chadha (Eds.), Violence and
Development along the India-Pakistan Border in Jammu & Kashmir:
,PSDFW RI &HDVH-UH 9LRODW L(BpRQ27-63R 6'*V
Springer Nature Switzerland. 9.
Pal, D., Valliappan Krishna, S., & Singh Chadha, S. (2025). The

Status of Public Goods in J&K. In D. Pal, S. Valligppan Krishna, &

S. Singh Chadha (Eds.),Violence and Development along the India- 10.
,PSDFW R I&8Btiana; BI(ED2L). RdgRYHtIOR-IQAdced generation of

3DNLVWDQ %RUGHU LQ -DPPX .DVKPLU
RQ 6'*V P18 B-10). Springer Nature Switzerland.

Book Review:

1.

Narayanan, A. (2024). Gaztambide's time machine: Decolonizing
psychoanalytic technique: Putting Freud on Fanon’s Couch,

by Daniel Jose Gaztambide, 2024, 328 pp., ISBN 978-3-31-
48475-9 Routledge. £37.99. Psychodynamic Practice, 0(0), 1-3.
(English and Creative Writing, Harish and Bina Shah School of
Humanities)

Weltman, D. (2025). Sharing Territories: Overlapping Self-
Determination and Resource Rights, Written by Cara Nine.
Journal of Moral Philosophy, 22 (1-2). (Philosophy)

Atreya, A. (2025). Book review: Sahana Ghosh, A Thousand

Tiny Cuts: Mobility and Security Across the Bangladesh—India
Borderlands. OLJUDWLRQ DQG 'HiIHBRIRHQW
(Sociology and Anthropology)

Raghavan, P. (2025). Jayita Sarkar. Ploughshares and Swords:
India’s Nuclear Program in the Global Cold War. The American
+LVWRULF D O (hHY4-#1B. (International Relations)
Singh, A. (2025). Book review: Razak Khan, Minority Pasts:
Locality, Emotions, and Belonging in Princely Rampur. The
OHGLHYDO +LVWR1),\136239. (H»0ry)

Sarma, A. (2025). Mumbai on Two Wheels: Cycling, Urban Space,
and Sustainable Mobility. South Asian Review1-3. (Sociology and
Anthropology)

Research Publications:

1.

de Bont, J., Krishna, B., Stafoggia, M., Banerjee, T., Dholakia, H., 16.

Garg, A., Ingole, V., Jaganathan, S., Kloog, I., Lane, K., Mall, R. K.,
Mandal, S., Nori-Sarma, A., Prabhakaran, D., Rajiva, A., Tiwari, A.
S., Wei, Y., Wellenius, G. A., Schwartz, J., ... Ljungman, P. (2024).
Ambient air pollution and daily mortality in ten cities of India: A
causal modelling study. The Lancet Planetary Health 8(7), e433—
e440. (Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART),
Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Saha, D. (2024). Encountering the Strange Feminine: Failure of 17.

Partition and Masculine Hegemony in Saadat Hasan Manto’s
‘Colder Than Ice’ (‘'Thanda Gosht’). Journal of Intercultural Studies,

(5), 880-898. (English) 18.

Bhatia, R. (2024). Positivity and matrix inequalities: Some
reminiscences of K. R. Parthasarathy. Indian Journal of Pure and
Applied Mathematics, (3), 949-956. (Mathematics)

Krishna, M. (2024). Regularity of the integrated density of states
in the continuous spectrum.
0D W KH P D \8), B37-965. (Mathematics)

Luo, W., Tang, Q., Chattopadhyay, B., Garg, K. M., Rheindt, F.

E., & Wee, A. K. S. (2024). The last stand: Demographic and
population genomic analysis reveals terminal endangerment in
tropical timber species Vatica guangxiensis. Conservation Letters,
17(4), e13036. (Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Ghosh, A., & Zakharov, D. (2024). The Prym Variety of a Dilated 20.

Double Cover of Metric Graphs.
439-460. (Mathematics)
Khaniejo, N., & and Julka, A. (2024). A composite monotheism?
Pakistani state identity and support to the Khalistan movement,
post 1984. Sikh Formations, 2(0(3), 211-229.

Annals of Combinatorics, 29(2),

(International Relations) 21.

14.

Indian Journal of Pure and Applied 19.
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Gupta, R., Pandey, S. B., Gupta, S., Chattopadhayay, T.,
Bhattacharya, D., Bhalerao, V., Castro-Tirado, A. J., Valeev,
A., Ror, A. K., Sharma, V., Racusin, J., Aryan, A, lyyani, S., &

(GXFDWLRQ DQG (F R@p{e‘wglg, S 2R2AN A W(ailgq?Time—resolved and Energy-

resolved Spectro-polarimetric Study of Bright Gamma-Ray
Bursts Detected by AstroSat CZTl in Its First Year of Operation.

D Qe Astrophysical Journal, 9722), 166. (Physics)

Kumar, U., & Das, S. (2024). A generalized method of
FRQVWUDLQLQJ :DUP ,Q & D Wbl o Cé¢ikdol&gy% G D W D
DQG $VWURSDUW L FI0)HOSBK(PHyskES)

Likhar, A. R., Cheran, A., Sengupta, A., Dutta, C., Kumar, J.,

circularly polarized luminescence in naphthaleneimide-based

nanostructures with high dissymmetry factor. ~ Chemical

Communications, 60(68), 9022—-9025. (Chemistry)

Dutta, P., Awasthi, A., Rajiva, A., Manchanda, N., Jharia, I., Rajesh,

J. G.,, Mandal, S., Cros, M. J., & Prabhakaran, P. (2024). Assessing

the Health Impacts of Climate Change in India: Strategies for

Mitigation and Adaptation. ,6(( &RQIHUHQFH $ENWUDFWYV
(Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART),

Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Roy, G., Sengupta, A., Likhar, A. R., & Asthana, D. (2024). A
VXSUDPROHFXODU KRVW PDWUL[ IRU SUHVHUYLQJ C
solid-state. Soft Matter, 20(32), 6327—6331. (Chemistry)

Kumar, P., Bharath, M., Rasool, A., Demeshko, S., Bommakanti,
S., Mukhopadhyay, N., Gupta, R., Dar, M. A., & Ghosh, M. (2024).
Bioinspired Diiron Complex with Proton Shuttling and Redox-
Active Ligand for Electrocatalytic Hydrogen Evolution.  Inorganic
& KHPLVWBB))16146-16160. (Chemistry)

Dureja, A., & Negi, D. (2024). %LUWK 2UGHU (-HFWV LQ ODWHU(
Health-Seeking Behavior: Evidence from Indig SSRN Scholarly
Paper No. 4908246). Social Science Research Network.
(Economics)
Menon, J. S., Wolfson, M., Ravi, D., Yadav, A., Todkar, S., Singh, S.,
Anand, K., Kumar, A., Lal, C., Prakash, A., Mukherjee, D., Mandal,
S., Prabhakaran, D., Sieber, N., Babu, G. R., Prabhakaran, P.,
& Koutrakis, P. (2024). Chemical characterization and source
LGHQWL<«<FDWLRQ RI LQGRRU 30 LQ XUEDQ DQG UX
inindia. ,6(( &RQIHUHQFH $EN.\CeriréMf Health
Analytics Research and Trends, Trivedi School of Biosciences)
Rajput, P., Dutta, A., Lata, R. K., Singh, S., Mohan, D., Menon, J.,
Jaganathan, S., Mandal, S., Prabhakaran, P., Walia, G. K., Gupta,
R., Mohan, S., Yajnik, C., Ganguly, E., Gupta, V., Mohan, V.,
Reddy, K. S., Schwartz, J., Gupta, T., & Prabhakaran, D. (2024).
Chemical Speciation of Ambient PM2.5 From Indian Seven Cities:
GEOHealth HEALS Analytical Protocol. ISEE Conference Abstracts,
(1). (Centre for Health Analytics Research and Trends,
Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Negi, D. S., & Barrett, C. B. (2024). Consumption Smoothing,
Commodity Markets, and Informal Transfers.  Working Papers,
Article 116. (Economics)

Anand, K., Meyer, C. L., Nugent, R., Prabhakaran, D., Mandal, S.,
& Prabhakaran, P. (2024). Developing a global methodology to
estimate the health and economic impact of ambient PM2.5.

,6(( &RQIHUHQFH $EN.\(Ceriréfof Yealth Analytics
Research and Trends,Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Anand, K., Purohit, N., Jyani, G., Kaur, N., Monga, D., Rengarajan,
A., Menon, J. S., Kumar, A., K., M., Pramanik, S., Tandon, S.,
Prabhakaran, D., Swaminathan, S., Prinja, S., & Prabhakaran, P.
(2024). Developing an Investment Case for Ambient Air Pollution
in Two Cities of India. ,6(( & RQIHUHQFH $EN.\(\Cerré& WV
for Health Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), Trivedi
School of Biosciences)

Jertberg, R. M., Wienicke, F. J., Andruszkiewicz, K., Begeer, S.,
Chakrabarti, B., Geurts, H. M., de Vries, R., & Van der Burg, E.

"LSHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ DXWLVWLF DQG QRQ DX
in audiovisual speech integration: A systematic review and
meta-analysis. 1HXURVFLHQFH %LREHKDYLRUDO 5HYLHZ
105787. (Psychology)

Walia, G. K., Mandal, S., Agarwal, T., Jaganathan, S., Prabhakaran,
P., Schwartz, J., & Prabhakaran, D. (2024). DNA methylation as
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

a potential mediator between ambient PM2.5 exposure and 34. Bhatia, R. (2024). K. R. Parthasarathy as a teacher of

myocardial infarction in Indian population.  ISEE Conference mathematics. Indian Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics,
$EV WU D F@)MCentre for Health Analytics Research and (3), 877-878. (Mathematics)

Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences) 35. Nimble, N., Mudaliyar, S., & Karkora, T. (2024). Labour
Srinivasan, S., Sharma, M., Sonam, K., Tobge, R., Chunit, K., OLJUDWLRQ DQG +XPDQ 7UD*FNLQJ LQ $QGKUD 3UDC
Thuktan, T., Chhering, T., Gurmet, K., Thinley, T., Khanyari, M., ‘Determinants of Migrant Vulnerability’ Perspective. ~ Genealogy,
& Suryawanshi, K. (2024). Encounter rates and active nests of (3), Article 3. (Centre for Social Impact and Philanthropy)

raptors in the Indian Trans-Himalaya: Towards a long-term 36. Mandal, S., Kondal, D., Prabhakaran, P., Ljungman, P., Rajiva, A.,
monitoring program. (Environmental Studies) Menon, J. S., Mohan, D., Mohan, S., Mohan, V., Tandon, N., Ali,
Hunter, B., Montgomery, B., Sridhar, A., & Markant, J. (2024). M. K., Narayan, K. V., Schwartz, J. D., & Prabhakaran, D. (2024).
Endogenous Control and Reward-based Mechanisms Shape Linkages between ambient PM2.5 and cardiovascular mortality
Infants’ Attention Biases to Caregiver Faces. Developmental in a large urban cohort in two Indian cities.  ISEE Conference
Psychobiology, 666), e22521. (Psychology) $E VWU D F@)MCentre for Health Analytics Research and
Kalra, P., Samolia, M., Bashir, A. U., Avasare, V. D., & Ingole, Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences)

3 3 (QILQHHUHG (OHFWURQ 'H<FLHQW 637W H.Y, HD,Wwah RNU R.Qkawa, Y., Khare, V., Mukherjee, 1., Schou, K.
Doped Strontium Titanate/Electrolyte Interfaces Accelerate the B., Chua, K. X., Agasha, A., Chakrabarti, S., Hamada, H., & Roy, S.
Electrocatalytic Reduction of N2 to NH3: A Combined DFT and (2024). Localisation and function of key axonemal microtubule
Experimental Electrocatalysis Study. ACS Applied Materials & inner proteins and dynein docking complex members reveal
Interfaces, 16(29), 37938-37951. (Chemistry) extensive diversity among vertebrate motile cilia.  Development,
Menon, J. S., Roy, A., Mukherjee, D., R., D., Todkar, S., Yadav, 151(14), dev202737. (Biology)

A., Gupta, R., Babu, G. R., Mandal, S., Prabhakaran, P., & 38. Gusain, Y., Malik, A., Filteau, S., Pathak, R., Sachdev, H. S., &
Consortium, C. (2024). Environmental pollutant exposures and Trilok-Kumar, G. (2024). Markers of chronic disease risk in term
children’s cognitive, academic and mental health outcomes low birthweight Indian children aged 8-14 years. ~ Frontiers in
inIndia. ,6(( & RQIHUHQFH $EN.\(\Cerliré& s Health Pediatrics, 12. (Koita Centre for Digital Health)

Analytics Research and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of 39. Singh, N., Kaushik, R., Prakash, A., Singh Saini, S., Garg, S.,
Biosciences) Adhikary, A., & Ladher, R. K. (2024). Mosaic Atoh1 deletion in
Adhya, S., Lahiri, A, Sanyal, D. K., & Das, P. P. (2024). Evaluating the chick auditory epithelium reveals a homeostatic mechanism
Negative Sampling Approaches for Neural Topic Models. to restore hair cell number., '"HYHORSPHQWDO, 364RORJ\
,((( TUDQVDFWLRQV RQ $U W1, 56BG-8642Q0 WH O O L JH Q F {Biology)

(Computer Science) 40. K.Rao, A., K Menon, V., Shah, D., Bhavsar, A., & Dutt, V. (2024).
Dahiya, K., Sharma, B., & Saha, S. (2024).Formation of Magnetic Prediction of multitasking performance post-longitudinal tDCS
Vortex in a Square Nanomagnet and Their Dynamics(SSRN via EEG-based functional connectivity and machine learning
Scholarly Paper No. 4898901). Social Science Research Network. methods. Proceedings of the 17th International Conference
(Physics) on Pervasive Technologies Related to Assistive Environments
Singh, V., Agrawal, A., Roy, S. S., Singh, V., Agrawal, A., & Roy, 633-639. (Centre for Social and Behaviour Change)
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Tiwari, P., Hadda, V., Madan, K., Agrawal, A., Guleria, R., &
Mohan, A. (2025). MicroRNA expression in exhaled breath

221. Tripathi, V. (2025). Dots: A Frugal Refreshable Tactile Dot Grid
for Students with Visual Impairments. In C. Stephanidis, M.
Antona, S. Ntoa, & G. Salvendy (Eds.), +&, ,QWHUQDWLRQDO
Posters (pp. 194—-205). Springer Nature Switzerland. (Mphasis

FRQGHQVDWH GLSHUHQWLDWHY EHWZHHQ DV W K PDigiRaQMakeérspacB)Q L F

obstructive pulmonary disease. Journal of Breath Research,
19(3). (Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Gupta, M., Mallick, D., Kumar, D., & Kumar, R. (2025). Genomic

and Structural Insights into Chandipura Virus: A Comparative in

Silico Analysis of Indian and West African Strains and Potential

Host Receptor Interactions. & XUUHQW OLFUBEBRORJ\
(Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Menon, M. (2025). Objectifying Desire in Goliyon Ki Rasleela:
Ram-Leela. Shakespeare 1-19. (English and Creative Writing)

Bolnick, D. 1., Fuess, L. E., Graham, A. L., Khan, I., Steinel, N. C.,
& Vaziri, G. J. (2025).Evolutionary Immunology. (Biology, Trivedi
School of Biosciences)

Talukdar, K., Nayak, M. K., Vaval, N., & Pal, S. (2025). Relativistic
Extended-Coupled-Cluster Calculations of P,T-Odd Sensitivity
Parameters for Diatomic Molecules. Journal of Chemical Theory
and Computation, 21(11), 5481-5489. (Chemistry)

%RQHWW 6 /LQ 7TRSSHU 3 6
Deshpande, A., Villarruel, A., & Bauermeister, J. (2025).
Correction: Assessing and Improving Data Integrity in Web-
Based Surveys: Comparison of Fraud Detection Systems in

a COVID-19 Study. JMIR Formative Research, (@), e76462.
(Psychology)

Dinesh, G., Rajalakshmi, C., K, A. K., Ganguly, S., Khalaf, H. H.,
& Alanssari, A. 1. (2025). Transforming Marketing Analytics

With Brain-Computer Interface Innovations. In  Concepts and
Applications of Brain-Computer Interfaces (pp. 243-256). I1GI
*OREDO 6FLHQWL<«F 3XEOLVKLQJ

Nageswaran, A., Mitra, P., Rai, M., Anand, D., Pratap, Y.,

& Padmanabhan, A. (2025). ARP2/3 regulates cell surface
dynamics of CeTOCA-1 in C. elegans zygotes. Journal of

% LRV FLHQ)F49MBiology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

Chopra, V., & Srivastava, S. (2025). A friend of one’s own.
JHPLQLVW 5 H1Y,36+37. (Centre for Writing and
Communication (CWC))

Kulkarni, S. M., Jacob, J. J., Praveen, T., Aravind, V.,
Subbulakshmi, R., Preethi, S., Lal, B., Gunasekaran, K., Manesh,
A., Karve, S. M., Sudarsana, J., Bhattacharya, S., Shah, A.,
Nagaraj, S., Padaki, P., Jayakumar, S., Mathew, R., Rudresh, S.
M., Qureshi, S, ... Veeraraghavan, B. (2025). Multiplex PCR assay
for the Rapid detection of Klebsiella pneumoniae pathotypes (p.
2025.05.08.25327209). medRxiv. (Biology, Trivedi School of
Biosciences)

Kurbidaeva, A., Gupta, S., Zaidem, M., Castanera, R., Sato, Y.,
Joly-Lopez, Z., Casacuberta, J. M., & Purugganan, M. D. (2025).
Topologically associating domains and the evolution of three-
dimensional genome architecture in rice.  The Plant Journal,
122(4), e70139. (Biology, Trivedi School of Biosciences)

/IDKNDU 5 ODKDQWD $
dynamic in the ultimatum minigame.
*DPH 7KHRD,\17. (Economics)

Martinez Peria, M., Mishra, P., Kirti, D., & Strasky, J. (2023). What
3ROLF\ &RPELQDWLRQV :RUNHG"
Bank Lending during COVID-19. ,0) :RUNLQJ 3D S6RB)V
1. (Economics)

Ghosh, A., Mitra, A., & Mukherji, R. (2025). Consumer Sentiment
and Identity Politics: Evidence from India* (SSRN Scholarly Paper
No. 5272524). Social Science Research Network. (Economics)

Bagchi, M., Bera, P., Beri, A., Bhattacharya, D., Bhattacharyya,

B., Bhattacharyya, S., Chakraborty, M., Chatterjee, D.,

Chatterjee, S., Chattopadhyay, I., Das, S., Konar, S., Majumdar,

P., Misra, R., Mukherjee, A., Mukhopadhyay, B., Pahari, M.,

Singh, K. K., Surnis, M., ... Tendulkar, S. (2025).Astrophysics with
Compact Objects: An Indian Perspective, Present Status and Future
Vision (No. arXiv:2505.18238). arXiv. (Physics)

:ROIH

International Journal of

*R O 1Hgag

+')& /LEUDU\

222. Das, M., Kumar, V., Madhukalya, R., Saroj, A., Rout, A.,
Upadhyay, A., Naidu, G., Poluri, K. M., Tomar, S., Kumar, D., &
. XPDU 5 3XUL«<FDWLRQ UHIROGLQJ
stability evaluation of Zika virus EDIII protein.  International
OLFURELRORJ\ 7KH 27FLDO -RXUQDO RI WKH 6SDQL\
Microbiology. (Biology)

DQG S+ G

223. Dultta, D. (2025). From Bandit Raja to Exemplary Devotee:
Vaishnav Accounts of the Kingdom of Bishnupur.  Religions of
South Asia, 191), 58-81. (History)

Ramesh, H., Malhotra, R., Khurana, S., Pandey, D., Chhering,

T., & Suryawanshi, K. R. (2025). Balancing act: Persistence of
the red fox in the dog-dominated landscapes of the Trans-
Himalaya. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences
292(2048), 20250333. (Mphasis, Digital Makerspace)

Garg, K. M., Low, D. H. W., Lee, G., Lee, B. P. Y.-H., Mendenhall,
I. H., Rheindt, F. E., Smith, G. J. D., & Chattopadhyay, B. (2025).
jgraggnome assembly of the widespread bat Rhinolophus

224.

225.

lepidus provides insights into susceptibility to SARS-CoV-2
infection and climate change threat. DNA Research: An
International Journal for Rapid Publication of Reports on Genes
DQG *H QR R3),dsaf015. (Biology, Trivedi School of
Biosciences)

Amale, H. S., & Negi, D. (2025). Fire in the Fields, Crime in the Air
(SSRN Scholarly Paper No. 5280478). Social Science Research
Network. (Economics)

Ghosh, S., Kundu, N., Ghosh, A., & Nandi, D. (2025). Electron

,PSDFW )UDJPHQWDWLRQ '"\QDPLFV RI &DUERQ\O 6XC
Experimental and Theoretical Study(No. arXiv:2506.12528). arXiv.

(Chemistry)

Ghosh, S., Kharb, P., Sajjanhar, E., Pasetto, A., & Sebastian, B.
(2025). ODJQHWLF -HOG LQ WKH /REHV RI WKH 6H\IHUW
6XJIJHVWLRQV RI NotabOMZ5T6QA 185D @Xiv.
(Physics)

Basu Mallik, A., Bhattacharya, M., & Bhowmik, A. (2025).
Stochastic Choice: Attributes and Limited Attention(SSRN
Scholarly Paper No. 5293317). Social Science Research Network.
(Economics)

Mahajan, K., Tomar, S., & Saini, V. (2025). Job Search: Bridging
the Miles to Non-Metro Locations (SSRN Scholarly Paper No.
5286027). Social Science Research Network. (Economics)
Mukherjee, B., Singh, A. R., & Mishra, G. (2025). Role of

bubble positioning in force induced melting of DNA (No.
arXiv:2506.18821). arXiv. (Physics)

Kaur, M., & Bhattacharjee, S. M. (2025). A Qubit as a Bridge
Between Statistical Mechanics and Quantum Dynamics(No.
arXiv:2506.15931). arXiv. (Physics)

226.

227.

228.

229.

230.

231.

232.

TKH EHVW HIS gy amQ e chrsRips

. Rintu Kutum’s (Computer Science) project was supported by the
Public Health Alliance for Genomic Epidemiology (PHA4GE). He

7KH (3HFW RI 3 R G #50 beep Ared A g{qgt from Indian Council of Medical

Research (ICMR).

. Gautam | Menon'’s (Physics/Biology) research is funded by the
National Modeling Disease Consortium, IIT B (BMGF & DBT),

. Projit B. Mukherji's (History) project is sponsored by the History
of Science Society.

. Laasya Samhita’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is
supported by International Pathogen Surveillance Network
(IPSN) convened by WHO.

. Manu Awasthi’'s (Computer Science) research project is
sponsored by Qualcom.

. Katuri Mitra’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research project is
funded by The University of Central Asia (UCA).



Dipanjan Ray’s (Psychology) project is supported by Science and
Engineering Research Board (SERB).

Sanjukta Dutta’s (History) research is funded by National
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS).

Debayan Gupta’s (Computer Science) project is sponsored by
United States-India Science & Technology Endowment Fund
(USISTEF) and University of Toronto India Foundation.

Rama S Akondy’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is
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Meetings/Conferences

The RDO supported the 1st International Conference on
Sustainable Catalysis: Synthesis, Theory, and Applications
(SusCat-STA 2024). The conference was organised by the
Department of Chemistry, Ashoka University & Ashoka Centre
for a People-centric Energy Transition (ACPET), in association
with Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Kolkata.

A conference titled ‘21st Century Cosmology- Tensions,

VXSSRUWHG E\ &RXQFLO RI 6FLHQWL<F DQG , QG X VANdchal2) aiscdH\Né W Phisick. was ®rdanised by the department

Anurag Agrawal’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) project is
funded by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and BIRAC.
Geeta Trilok’s (Koita Centre for Digital Health, KCDH) research
project is sponsored by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).
Bhanu Gupta’s (Economics) project is funded by the Institute of
Department Studies.

Ujjaini Dasgupta’s (Trivedi School of Biosciences) research is
sponsored by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Poornima Prabhakaran’s (Centre for Health Analytics Research
and Trends (CHART), Trivedi School of Biosciences) research
project is funded by University of Edinburgh.

Faculty Achievements

Munmun Ghosh (Chemistry), and her research group published
a paper titled ‘Bioinspired Di-iron Complex with Proton Shuttling
and Redox-Active Ligand for Electrocatalytic Hydrogen Evolution’
in the journal Inorganic Chemistry. In addition, the group had the
honour of designing the journal’s cover page, with the artwork
created by Bharath M, a PhD student in Dr. Ghosh'’s lab.

Satrangi Dastarkhwan, an anthology of writing on food in Hindi
translation, co-edited by Sumana Roy (English and Creative
Writing) was awarded Publishing Next's Printed Book of the
Year 2024.

Mekhala Krishnamurthy (Sociology and Anthropology),
was recognised as one of LGIU’s top 25 Thinkers in Local
Government.

Deepak Asthana (Chemistry) was named a Thieme Chemistry
Journals Awardee for 2025.

Manvi Sharma (Environmental Studies) and Sandeep Ameta
(Biology) Ashoka University were awarded the Prime Minister’s
Early Career Research Grant from the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF) for her research on Himalayan
Carnivores.

Sandeep Ameta (Biology) was awarded the Indo-French
CEFIPRA grant.

Divya Karnad (Environmental Studies) Ashoka University was
honoured with the Bay of Bengal Programme - BIMReN grant

of Physics at Ashoka University.

The RDO supported organising EURAXESS Research &
Innovation Day. The event aimed to enhance awareness within
Ashoka University’s academic community about the extensive
involvement opportunities with Horizon Europe and highlighted

WKH VXSSRUWLYH VHUYLFHV RSHUHG E\ WKH (85%;(

The RDO supported the Cognitive Science Seminar Series from
21st October - 25th October 2024, organised by Supriya Ray,
Associate Professor, HoD, Department of Psychology, Ashoka
University.

The RDO facilitated a workshop on ‘Archaeology and Ecology
of Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve’ held on 22nd November 2024,
organised by Prof. Nayanjyot Lahiri, Professor, Department of
History, Ashoka University.

The RDO organised the ‘Ashoka Colloquium: Nobel Prizes
2024 (Physiology/Medicine, Physics, and Chemistry)’ on 19th
November 2024.

The RDO supported the second edition of the Global Immuno
Course, hosted by the Trivedi School of Biosciences at Ashoka
University from December 13 - 23, 2024, and organised by Dr.
Imroze Khan, Assistant Dean, Research and Associate Professor
of Biology, Ashoka University.

The RDO facilitated a Brain Network Dynamics Meeting (BraNDy
2024) from December 14 - 15, 2024, organised by Dr. Dipanjan
Ray, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Ashoka University and his
collaborators.

The RDO supported the ‘BREW-ESA (Annual Conference)’ from
December 15-17, 2024, organised by Dr. Srijita Ghosh, Assistant
Professor of Economics, Ashoka University.

The RDO supported the conference, ‘Current Advances in
Chemical Sciences’ held from 7th March to 8th March 2025,
organised by Dr. Munmun Ghosh & Dr. Deepak Asthana,
Assistant Professors of Chemistry, Ashoka University.

The RDO supported the conference on Recent Trends in Bio-
Physics and Spintronics held from March 10th to March 12th
2025, organised by Dr. Susmita Saha & Dr. Garima Mishra,
Assistant Professors of Physics, Ashoka University.

The RDO facilitated the Sleep Regulation and Function

IRU KHU UHVHDUFK RQ «<VKHULHV LQ ,QGLD DQG %OCopfererbechily/fkom March 11th to March 14th 2025

Student Achievements

Chandrakanth M and Biswajit Shit (Biology) won poster awards
at the prestigious Indian Society of Evolutionary Biologists
(ISEB5) Meeting, held at Lucknow University.

Dinesh Jadhav and Dhoopchhaya Sarkar (Biology) secu red top
positions at the International Conference on Circad ian Rhythms
in Health and Diseases: From Discovery to Function, held in
conjunction with the Biennial Meeting of the Indian ~ Society

for Chronobiology (InSC) at IIT Hyderabad. Dinesh J adhav won

«<UVW SULJH LQ WKH 3RVW 'RF 6WXGHQW 6QDS 7DON

Dhoopchhaya Sarkar won second prize in the poster p  resentation.
Amit Ranjan (History) received the prestigious International
Student and Early Career Research (ECR) Support Award from
the Society of Archaeological Science.

Anubhav Preet Kaur (CIAR) was awarded the Norman Newell
early career research grant.

organised by Dr. Krishna Melnattur, Assistant Professor of
Biology and Psychology, Ashoka University.

Regional Young Investigator Meeting (IndiaBioscience) 2025
held from March 19th to March 21st 2025 organised by Dr.
Dipanjan Ray, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Ashoka
University, Dr. Shivani Krishna, Assistant Professor of Biology,
Ashoka University and Dr. Manvi Sharma, Assistant Professor
of Environmental Studies, Ashoka University was supported by
the RDO.

RDO supported the Behavior, Ecology and Evolution (BEE)
Symposium held on April 26-27, 2025, organised by Dr. Shivani
l§rH X, 'Z%}Q{%W’ Qsor%%logy, Ashoka University and
Dr. Imroze Khan, Assistant Dean of Research and Associate
Professor of Biology, Ashoka University.















As Ashoka’s research ecosystem grows — from new
schools and global partnerships to a thriving doctoral
programme — its community of scholars continues to ask

bold, boundary-crossing questions.

The third edition of Enquiry celebrates this spirit of
exploration, highlighting ideas and collaborations that

connect India’s research future to the world.
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